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Seats for the family, sport for the driver in the 


Studebaker 


SILVER HAWK V-8 


with 4-barrel carburetor... for only ‘2 37 3 


The Studebaker Silver Hawk V-8 with 
4-barrel carburetor is a car that lets you 
have your cake and eat it, too. What we 
mean is this: here is a car with Italian 
styling influence readily apparent. 

It seats five in comfort and by dint of 
variable rate coil springs and a very 
soundly engineered suspension system, 
handles far better than you would ex- 
pect. Particularly with its optional non- 
slip differential! 

The Silver Hawk V-8 weighs only 
about 3200 pounds and puts out, with 





4-barrel carburetor, 305 ft-lbs. of torque 
at a desirably low 3000 rpm. Maximum 
hp is 225 at 4500 rpm. So, performance 
is considerable. Braking power is excel- 
lent, too, because of finned brake drums. 

The Silver Hawk V-8 is an unusual 
value at its price because it’s rugged, it’s 
always sport behind the wheel and it 
allows your family to join you, whether 
motoring for sport or function. 

See your Studebaker-Packard dealer, 
with your family, for a lively demon- 
stration. 


Studebaker-Packard 


CORSE ORATION 


CWirec weil of iru aniies ej comes fest. / 


*Plus local taxes, if any, and transportation 
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SPORTS CAR OWNERS! GET RACING POWER AND TOURING ECONOMY 


WITH THE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


ABARTH : 


FREE-EXHAUST SYSTEMS. 
. e 
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= Up to 28% power increase; with proportionate savings 
in fuel!: That is the kind of performance and economy 
ABARTH FrReeE-ExHAUST SYSTEMS give you. 











AVAILABLE FOR THESE CARS: It is no coincidence that 1ST, 2ND and 3RD place Mille 
Miglia, and 1ST and 2ND place Sebring winners in 1957 
coh 001 agin oes — used ABARTH Free Exuaust Systems. Under the most 
VW and K Ghia 34.50 grueling road conditions to be encountered anywhere, 
ater eee peer erent manor . ABARTH precision workmanship and design have con- 
secant cae ce _ pon sistently proven themselves to be the world’s finest. 
orgward Isabella an \ 
Fat A008 System 19.95 Now, ae can net on — = “8 the a —— 
Fiat 1100 Syst 44.50 improved acceleration, greater fuel economy and absolute 
for bn XK- camitond 150 79.50 reliability of ABARTH FREE-EXHAUST SysTEMs. And, 
MG-A System 29.50 they can be installed in minutes. (6 minutes for the Dau- 
M d y 190-SL 44.50 phine!) So easy you can do it yourself. CAUTION: Beware 
aeaeiadea 220.8 42.50 of imitations! Look for the ABARTH Seal on every unit. 
Renault 4-CV 19.95 
Renault Dauphine 27.50 The Beautiful, 3-Color ABARTH Shield 
Alfa Giulietta Sprint 69.50 Now Available at Only $1.95 
Alfa Giulietta Spyder 79.50 In response to hundreds of requests, we have obtained a supply 
' of this attractive, world-renowned shield for sports car 
Fiat 600. Modification Kit 139.50 enthusiasts. Beautifully enameled in three colors. 2,” high. 














Write for Booklet Today - Dealer Inquiries Invited 





FISHER PRODUCTS - 21-25 44th DRIVE - LONG ISLAND CITY 1, N. Y. 


Largest U.S.A. lmporters of Quality Sports Car Accessories 
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Here's that rainy Pomona 
again, this time with a 
Siata 208S Spyder, not too 
often seen these days. Ko- 
dachrome by Bob Coogan. 
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And you needn’t be a “sports car purist” to enjoy the British handling 
pleasures of this new 1958 TR3. From the first moment behind this 
control panel you feel complete mastery over every situation. 


Your getaway is stirring . . . and as you soar up the road in a series of 
quick gear-changes, the TR3 is as true as your own uplifted heart. 
Response to the wheel is quick. Your car remains amazingly level 
around curves, answering instantly to its light accurate steering. Accel- 
eration is remarkable. The stopping-power of your disc brakes} is un- 
precedented. And this extraordinary combination makes the TR3 as safe 
as it is thrilling...a treasure, indeed in unpredictable turnpike traffic. 


In fact, this unequalled performance value makes you more than equal 
to any motoring situation. So make sure you’re situated behind a TR3 


wheel soon. Come for a guest-drive now. 


pleasure 


handling | 
like this 


is pure 


STSSSSSHSSSSSESSSESSSHS SSE SESHESESESCESESEE EE eeeeeeeeee: 


*2675 at U.S. ports of entry, plus state 

and/or city taxes (slightly higher West Coast.) 
Wire wheels, hard top, rear seat, 

white wall tires and overdrive, etc. optional extra 
SPECIFICATIONS: 

BRAKES: Disc brakes on front wheelst 

TOP SPEED: 110 MPH MILEAGE: up to 35 MPG 
ENGINE: 4 cyl. (OHV) 1991 cc OUTPUT: 100 BHP 
ACCELERATION: 0-50 in 8 sec. 
MAINTENANCE: 

Parts and service 

available coast to coast! 

Free Brochure and 


dealer list on request. 





Write now—for fun! 


tA Triumph-plus . . . as standard equipment. 


- STANDARD-TRIUMPH MOTOR COMPANY, INC., Dept. F6, 1745 Broadway, (at 56th St.), New York 19, N.Y. 
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MARION’S 
MEANDERINGS 


By MARION WEBER 
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Hi, there! I'll bet you are all primed to enjoy another 
season of sports car racing and other outdoor events. 
We are, and the one complaint we have had whenever 
attending such affairs is that you either have to stard 
all the time or lug a bulky camp stool along. 
This is ridiculous, we said, and sure enough 
somebody else thought so too but they did some- 
thing about it and in- 
vented the RUMP 
ROOST. This is a crizy 
little all-metal stool, 14” 
high with a 1244” x 614” 
seat which holds up to 
200 Ibs. weighs 8 oz. and 
folds flat (less than an 
inch thick). Everybody 
should keep a couple of 
these in the car at all 
times (you never know 
when you'll get tired!) 
$1.95 








Spring and summer are the seasons when you want to 
take off the hard top, but also keep it handy. Make 
it easy on your wife when she performs the lifting 
chore . . . get her a HARDTOP HOIST. In addition 
to keeping the top out of the way in the rafters, the 
Hoist will build up the little woman's muscles and 
prepare her for heavier work latet................0000« 


SONIC SHIELD is a Ni 
must for the small car. HA 
Saves expensive grille by l i if 

IUUNTLD 


honking horn when 
touched by another car. 
a 9.95 =, 


NU TEC TACH will keep / ‘ 
you from revving or lug- =“ 

ging that valuable engine. 
Sensationally priced at 
$28.95, accurate, reliable, 
full instructions and 
mounting hardware  in- 
cluded. Only 2 wires to 
connect (to Distr. & 
Ground) Still only $28.95 








TOPS AND TONNEAU COVERS are still on sale, 
too. See March or May ads for sensational prices or 
write for NEW FREE CATALOG. You can’t afford 
to pass up prices like $18.95 (MGA tonneau) and 
$29.95 (Jag, TD, TF, Porsche, Healey, Corvette, etc.) 
for tops and tonneaus of guaranteed 3 ply fabric. 


FAMOUS MITTEN PROTECTS CAR 





MG Mitten 

Healey Hugger 
Triumph Tunic 

Alfa Apron (Spyder) 


$17.95 Lightweight Canvas 
$24.50 Duralin (Water re- 
pellent not plastic) 


Jaguar Jacket (XK 120) 
Porsche Parka 

VW Vest 

Ghia Gown 


Jaguar Jacket (140-150) 
Mercedes Muff (L90-300SL) 
Corvette Cap 

Thunderbird Tepee 


$22.95 Canvas 
$29.50 Duralin 


$27.95 Canvas 
$32.50 Duralin 


Minimum order $1.50, please state make, yr., model 
when ordering anything for a car. We pay postage on 
prepaid orders. 


NEW SPRING CATALOG IS YOURS FREE 


MG MITTEN 


Box 157, Dept. $6, South San Gabriel, Calif. 
Showroom: 3044 N. San Gabriel Bivd. 
3 blocks S. San Bernardino Freeway 














very sincerely yours: 


NE OF THE HOTTEST subjects on the sports car scene, or at least the competi- 
@) tion division thereof, is whether or not sports car racing should “go for dough.” 
Starting on page 15, two extremely well qualified gentlemen present both sides 
of the question. M. R. J. “Doc’’ Wylie is convinced, apparently irrevocably, that sports car 
racing should be left strictly to amateurs and that such crass considerations as money 
should not enter into it. John Fitch on the other hand feels that if the money angle is 
forgotten much longer there won’t be any need to consider it at all simply because there 
won't be any place to race. 

We left the soap box entirely to the two principals in the argument—they have stated 
their individual sides of the case completely and adequately. 

There is only one question that bothers us. What is all the noise about? Sure, it’s a 
burning question and one that must be argued in public since it is so hot. But why in 
hell all the heat? 

Actually most of the flames come from the side of the amateur. The SCCA in august 
grandeur amended its rules to delete the phrase “in the United States” from Rule 5 which 
defines the word amateur. Heretofore the rule had allowed people to race outside the 
limits of the U.S. for money and still retain amateur status as far as the SCCA was con- 
cerned. This from where we sat, always seemed to be pussy-footing things. Yet in one 
way it made sense—in Europe there is no hard and fast distinction. A professional is a 
man who makes his living or a large part thereof as a race driver—all others are amateurs. 
If you want to race outside the U.S. you’re going to be in a money race no matter how 
pure your ideals. The new ruling by the SCCA means that if an American gets a bid for 
Le Mans, the Mille Miglia or even the Tottering-on-the-Brink Trophy he is liable to be 
barred from SCCA races for a year. 

This little ruling is sure to have far-reaching effects unless the powers that be can see 
fit to go along with every other sport that makes a distinction between professional and 
amateur and come up with open events, allowing those who enter free choice between 
accepting money and going for kicks and cups alone. There are too many people who 
want to run one or more foreign events at which expenses are paid. If these people are 
dropped from the racing roster they’re not just going to quit running. They're far more 
likely to form their own club or affiliate with one that does not have quite such a strin- 
gent attitude. When this happens the SCCA is likely to be dealt down to racing in their 
own driveway. While it’s quite true the total membership of the national body is not 
made up of competition license holders it’s equally true that one of the perquisites of 
membership is that of qualifying as a competition driver. Further, many who don’t race 
serve at races in other capacities. In brief, racing is major activity of the national club and 
were it to cease, the club would perforce be seriously weakened. 

If, however, the SCCA keeps its definition of the term amateur, making it stick, and 
at the same time makes its National events (not regionals) “open”, i.e. combination 
pro-am races it can do nothing but strengthen the club and at the same time become a 
proving ground for more American international drivers of the likes of Phil Hill, 
Masten Gregory et al. 

Seems to us this last part alone would make it worth putting out all the fire. 

—john christy 


OH YEA! 
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“...8SO I WALKS UP TO THE GUY AND 


TELLS ’EM THE TROUBLE IS IN THE 
CARBURETOR AND THAT HE'D BET- 
TER REPLACE IT. 1 WOULDA FIXED IT 
RIGHT UP BUT THE GUY PROBABLY 
NEEDS THE MONEY.” 


“HAD A HOLE IN 
MUFFLER.” 











VIVIDLY ALIVE 





on Hi-Fi Records 


TO DELIGHT ALL SPORTS CAR FANS 


RLP 5002 $5.95 
SPORTS CARS IN HI-FI 


A solid hour of the sounds of the 
world’s great competition cars— 
Jaguars, MG’s, Porsches, Mase- 


ratis, Ferraris, Lotus’ and many 


others—at rest and at speed in 
spectacular Hi-Fi. 


RLP 5004 
STIRLING MOSS 


$5.95 


A portrait of one of the world’s 
greatest drivers. Moss discusses 
a season with Mercedes-Benz, 
driving techniques in detail, his 
ratings of the top drivers and 
his philosophy of the sport. 


RLP 5006 $5.95 
CARROLL SHELBY 


Shelby, the U. S. champion, ex- 


plores the American racing 
scene, compares it to Europe, 
analyses his own driving tech- 
nique and comes up with a few 
rates the 


surprises when he 


world’s best drivers. 


RLP 5008-9 
(2 Records) $11.90 


SOUNDS OF SEBRING 1957 


The most spectacular sports car 
recording ever produced. Abso- 
lutely a complete coverage of 
the 1957 race, from practice to 
last lap. Fantastic sounds, eaves- 
dropped pit stops, interviews 
with all the great competitors, 
and an hourly account of the 
race. 


RIVERSIDE RECORDS 


NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


| 
| 
| 
553 WEST 51 ST. | 
| 
| 
| 












STIRLING 
MOSS 


GREATEST RACING DRIVER 


o7-\ 1:10) M Mame) 116-9 f 
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Please rush the records checked. 
(1) 5006 () 5007 ( 5010 at $5.95 each. 
Send the records postpaid. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
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PHIL HILL 


(= 19 owe words 












RLP 5001 
SOUNDS OF SEBRING 1956 


$5.95 


The full report of the race. Inter- 
views with the world’s best driv- 
ers, including the American 
champions. Sounds of the cars 
warming up, the fabulous Le 


Mans start, and the race itself. 


RLP 5003 $5.95 


PIT STOP 


In the pits at Nassau, pit activ- 
ity, conversations and interviews, 
emergencies and high emotion; 
technical inspection, the drivers 
meeting, Le Mans start, discus- 
sions with Moss, Portago, Shelby, 
Hill, others. Fabulous sounds as 


usual. 


RLP 5005 
PHIL HILL 


$5.95 


An intimate portrait of America’s 
finest driver. In his inimitable 
way, Hill brings you graphic 
pictures of sports car racing the 
world over, and tells the inside 


story of his own rise to fame. 


RLP 5007 $5.95 
MARQUIS de PORTAGO 


A memorial tribute to one of the 
most spectacular and naturally 
talented drivers who ever lived. 
In his own words, as well as 
those of Fangio, Collins and 
others, this is an inside picture 
of Fon’s meteoric rise in motor 
racing. 


RLP 5010 $5.95 
CUBAN CORNERS 


Another great recording of sports 
cars in action. Four great corners 
in Cuba’s fabulous round-the- 
houses Grand Prix. Loaded with 
exciting local color as well as 


glorious engine sounds. 


[1 5001 © 5002 O 5003 () 5004 [J 5005 
C) 5008/9 at $11.90. 
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The world’s leading sports car manufacturers 
know that tires are most important in determin- 
ing a car’s performance profile. That's why they 
specify Dunlop. 


Dunlop tires are renowned for exceptional 


cornering and straightaway traction, greater | 


tread-life at high speeds, and extreme resistance 


to centrifugal forces. Day after day, in every | 


corner of the world, pleasure drivers and profes- 


sional drivers stake their lives on Dunlop tires | 


...and so can you! 


If you're ordering that sports car you've admired, 
specify Dunlop tires. If it’s replacement time, 
insist on Dunlop, the tire specially designed and 
built for your car. 





Why the cars you admire most 
come with Dunlop Tires 








DUNLOP 


DUNLOP TIRE AND RUBBER CORPORATION 


Buffalo, N. Y. 


FOUNDERS OF THE PNEUMATIC TIRE 


INDUSTRY 








letters 


TO EACH HIS OWN 
I enjoyed very much the letter published 
in the April issue, written by the four lads 
on the enthusiasm shown by so many for 
the topless, radioless, heaterless, and muf- 
flerless, true hairy sport car with character. 
We once had a fellow in our club who was 
the absolute envy as he roared through 
all events in a 1938 BMW, I believe it was. 
This is all well and good for the Sport 
who lives in a quiet suburb by a beautiful 
lake, and is unly a mile and a half to the 
downtown auto club, where he enters in 
a thirteen block rally to the nearest pub. 
Some of us in this part of the country 
pack up the family and drive a 350 mile 
round trip to the nearest sport car club, 
where a hundred mile rally every couple 
of weeks or so is common occurrence. And 
on a 750 mile Saturday night tour through 
a winter snow storm to see the races on 
a frozen lake in Minnesota, a top and 
warm heater, and even a quiet muffler 
helps the enthusiast hold his enthusiasm 
a little longer. A noisy machine full of 
character is fine, but what good is that 
soul if you can’t hear it for the 
exhaust? ... 
David Gould 
Gillette, Wyoming 


... There are real, honest-to-goodness, 
dyed-in-the-wool enthusiasts in our part of 
the country. What these indifferent boys 
are used to seeing is a city fellow who takes 
an hour on Sunday afternoon to polish up 
the chrome on the front of his ‘bird and 
then drives over to see what the local chap- 
ter of his Driving and Chowder Society is 
doing. The crack about owning a Sports 
Car merely because the fellow down the 
street has one was not at all called for and 
shows the bad taste of the four boys in 
question. We live and breathe our cars as 
much, if not more, than the next guy. Just 
because some fellow decided to put a radio 
and heater in his 48 TC and started the 
whole concept of the, if I might be allowed 
to quote the words, “soft plushy and char- 
acterless Sports Cars of today,” is no reason 
to turn up your noses at this new breed. A 
guy who wants to turn his TC into some- 
thing akin to the Presidential Cadillac, 
complete with bar, has his reasons, so let’s 
leave him alone, shall we? 

Miss Carol Brooke Gussman 
Newtown, Pa. 

A bar in a TC? Goodbye cruel world 

BANG! — Ed. 


THANKS 

Several months ago I wrote a letter to 
you asking for help in rigging a manual 
clutch. So far I have received over one 
hundred-and-fifty letters, and they are 
still coming in. I have received letters 
from as far away as France and the Union 
of South Africa. 

I am very grateful for all the help I 
have received. I wish to express my thanks 
to all who have written me. I will try to 
answer all the letters. 


John Schenk 
Cleveland, Ohio 




















THAT’S GOOD ADVICE 


. | wish to add my thanks to the count- 
less others for a magnificent magazine . . . 
here is another reader who appreciates a 
few statistics on the Detroit cars, as long as 
they are included and not replacing the 
articles on sports cars. We should en- 
courage Detroit to educate the American 
public . . . anyway, if Detroit would drop 
their cheap and gaudy styling trend, and 
go back to some good aerodynamic lines, 
work on suspension, and put precision in- 
stead of inches in their engines, I’m sure 
they would sell just as many. 

Chevrolet’s effort with the SS Corvettes 
should be encouraged. Have they really 
given up racing? ... 

Carl B. Schoonhouen 
Chatsworth Calif. 

It would seem so, however, one can 
never be sure of what Detroit’s going to do. 
—Ed. 


... WHERE CREDIT IS DUE 
It does me proud to see my name in the 
titled position as author of “Growth of an 
Amateur” and I wish I did write this 
amusingly accurate article, but I didn’t. 
Friend and associate bridge-burner Bob 
Cumberford conceived the original idea 
and wrote the whole story. He then handed 
it to me, cackling to himself, and I drew 
the cartoons, also cackling. End result... 
a tongue in cheek expose of a very real 
situation, and again ...story by Bob Cum- 
berford. I just drew de pictures, mon. 
Stan Mott 
Redondo Beach, Calif. 
Typesetter banned to heavy traffic for 
this one Stan. Incidentally, Bob Cumber- 
ford is the unsung designer of the beauti- 
ful Ken Miles’ R2 MG special body. Just 


doesn’t seem to be Bob’s month for 
recognition. — Ed. 
NEW CLUB 


Enthusiastic Volvo owners in the Michi- 
gan-Northern Ohio area have gotten to- 
gether to form a Volvo Owners Club in this 
section. .. . The group is still in the forma- 
tive stage, but we would like to notify 
Volvoists in this sector that there is such a 
club. 

We would also like very much to hear 
from other Volvo clubs in the nation, par- 
ticularly any in the midwest . . . possibly 
to form a loose confederation of Volvo 
clubs in the near future. 

We will be most happy to send copies 
of our monthly newsletter to other clubs 
and to hear from would-be members in 
our area. Address communications to Jean 
Fermoyle, 8924 Appleton, Detroit 39, Mich. 


Organization Committee 
Detroit, Mich. 


WELL . 
Re your Sebring article,: “when Ray- 
mond Sommer just nosed out Fangio... . 
by . . . sliding . . . across the finish line .. . 
backwards.” Oh sir, NOSED? ? 
James K. Aspden 
. Chester, Vermont 
Well — sort of. — 








To the good driver... 


who wants to be a better driver 


Bob Bentley will give a FREE copy of Paul O'Shea's 
Guide to Competition Driving (reg. $1.95) with 
every book purchase of $8.00 or more on coupon be- 
low. Here is a brief description of the book: 

61 Guide to Competition Driving. One of America’s top-flight 
racing drivers tells how. Contents: 
high art. of cornering; Shifting points; 
master touch; Mechanique; Surfaces and slants; Operation 
bank; Starts and straights; 
(on purchase less than $8.00) $1.95 





Off to the races; The 
Digging out; The 


Driving to win; Safety first. 





138 Design and Tuning of Competition Engines by 
Philip Smith. Greatly expanded and revised new 
edition. Easy to understand yet covers the whole 
ieee LS LS PRR Se $7.50 
17 Sports Cars, Rallies, Trials, & Gymkhanas big 
84%” x 11” pages. For expert and novice.......... $6.00 
49 Scottie Book of Motor Racing by S Moss.$1.00 


12 High-Performance Cors 1958, annual of special 
features and road tests from Autosport. seveesee 200 





164 Automobile Year 1958 Sth Annual Volume 
the top annual in the automobile field and as 
beautiful and informative as earlier issues. 

Brand New — Just Arrived ..............00....c0c0000 $9.95 
163 Automobile Year 1957 (Annual Automo- 
bile Review from Switzerland) Better than 
ever! The most luxurious picture-and-word re- 
view of motoring, racing and design. Hard 
covers 9%” x 1242”. Supplies limited. Buy this 
from Bentley and get a free copy of Paul 
O’Shea’s Guide to Competition Driving. $9.95 
162 Automobile Yeor 1956 (Annual Automo- 
bile Review) We have the only copies avail- 
Yo A SE TSC ea ee .50 
165 All Sa of the above ordered together 
SAVE $5. 23.40 











85 Tuning and Maintenance of MGA by Philip 
Smith. Devoted entirely to MGA and Magnette. 
5.00 


$5. 
86 Motor Racing Management by Wyev............ $4.50 
87 World's Automobiles 1880-1955.................... $4.00 
41 Maintaining The Breed. Saga of MGs........$5.00 





20 Pursuit of Victory by Karl Kling... 
37 Juan Manual Fangio i 
84 Volkswagen Owner's Handbook.................... $2.00 
18 Three-Pointed Star: The Story of Mercedes-Benz. 
Far-and-away the best book on the Mercedes. 51% 


x 842”, 478 pages, 78 photos..........................0. $8.50 
36 The Big Race. The Story of Motor Racing $4.00 
“ 45 Aust hii [4 + "s Ref- 





erence Book. 57 British auto- 
mobile specialists contribute 
half-a-million words in 1664 
pages, 1010 diagrams, 255 
photos in 30 main sections 
covering every aspect of the 


design ‘and _ production of 
ge ee ee $20.00 
161 The VW Story, Beyond 
Expectation 2.00... $4.00 


28 The High Speed internal 
Combustion Engine by Ricardo. 
The classic work............ $12. 








57 Complete Jaquar Factory Service Manual for 
MK Vil and XK 120 Models. After 6 yrs. of look- 
ing, we've found a few! Order Today! There 
probably won’t be another opportunity. A must 
for XK 120 or MK VII owners. There is no 
official factory manual for the XK 140 because the 
XK 120 manual applies to the XK 140 in almost 
all particulars. Therefore, owners of XK 140's will 
find this XK 120 manual well worth owning. Buy 
it today as it is very hard to get.............. $12.50 
48 Austin Healey 100 Factory Service Manual. 
be RSF AS Ce Ee oer $10.00 








3 Austin Healey 100-6 Factory Manuai....$10.00 





115 Car Driving As An Art by Davis, Rev. Ed. “wo 50 
100 Tuning and Maintenance of MG's ..$4.50 
151 Modern Sports Car by McCahill... 
76 Automobile Chassis Design............... 
eR EE ee . 

46 Rally Speed Figure-ovter with odometer error 
compensator. We've examined them all and like this 
one best. Gives more information with less work. 
Extraordinarily accurate. Counts as $5.00 purchase 
only toward FREE BOOK...0000.0.........ccccee $10.00 








NEW MODERN SPORTS CAR SERIES 
59 Guide to Buying a Used Sports Car by John 
Christy $1.95 
60 Jaguar Guide by John Bentley.................... $1.95 
61 Guide to Competition Driving by Paul O’Shea 
(described above) $1.95 
62 Guide to Rallying by Larry Reid...............$1.95 
63 Sports Cars of the World by Robert Halmi. $1.95 
69 Porsche Guide y Sloniger. Only book in Eng- 
Slats CUCIBEVERY OF PROTSCIRG.. ......0:00..<ccccccccccssceceses $1.95 
70 Motor Scooter Guide by Kahn. Buyer and own- 
ON I iis ecetancninctindanesdacsasiomienainsininectgnieniailices $1.95 
71 MG Guide. For every MG owner or would- = 
SITTIN: < olivines inakteecsieisdtndaiscshhatesinespieceleiticlanohaiaasiiaaeli $1. 
72 Great Racing Drivers by Tanner, write-up on > 
drivers including American. ....................c.0s000000 $1.95 








New expanded revised editions of Judge's Motor 
Manuals now ready! The best elementary but de- 
tailed treatments available! 

64 Motor Manvals, Vol. 1, Aut bile E 





$5.00 
65 Motor Manvals, Vol. 2, Carburetors and Fuel 
Injection Systems . $5.00 


67 Motor wessianian Vol. ‘4, ‘Car Maintenance and 
Repair . $5.00 











1 Alf Francis, Racing Mechanic. With foreword by 
Stirling Moss, to whom Alf Francis was chief me- 
chanic. Detailed behind-the-scenes view of Euro- 
pean racing by one of the world’s leading racing 
mechanics. Very condensed version run in Avto- 
spert. Unique im Coverage ......................00..0.s00000- $6.50 


2 The Sports Car, Development and Design, by John 


Sandford. Traces historical, technical development 





of the sports Car to Present. ............c.cccccccceeseeees $6.50 
83 Press on Regardless a 

5 Tuning for Speed and Economy........................ $4.00 
99 MG Workshop Manwal.....000000000.......0ccceee $8.50 


141 Grand Prix Car, Vol. 1 by Pomeroy........ $16.50 
142 Grand Prix Car, Vol. 2 by Pomeroy........ $20.00 
143 Grand Prix Car, 2 volume set.................... $32.50 


155 The Sports Car: Its Design and Performance By 
Colin Campbell. The Technical Correspondence 
Editor, Read & Track, in answer to a request for a 
good reference book on suspension and chassis de- 
sign says: “*.. . by far the best book is The Sports 
Car: Its Design and Performance, by Colin Camp- 
bell . . .” The first thorough and systematic treat- 
ment of the sports car from a technical point of 
view, yet in layman’s language. Partial Table of 
Contents . . . Chapters: Development of the Sports 
Car; Engine: Cylinder Head Design; Engine: In- 
duction and Exhaust; Engine: Miscellaneous Com- 
ponents; Engine: The Trend of Design; Road-Hold- 
ing; Suspension; Chassis & Body; Transmission; 
Brakes; Tuning; Performance; Future Develop- 
ment; Glossary of Technical Terms; Index. $6.50 


58 Motor Racing edited by Sammy Davis. ....$3.50 
4 = Aston-Martin; Story of a Sports Car 1921-1957 
—357 pages, fully illustrated.................... $12.50 





7 CLIP THIS COUPON—CIRCLE THE BOOKS YOU WISH ., 


| To ROBERT BENTLEY, INC., 993 Massachusetts Ave., Cambridge 38, Mass. 1 
! — = i217 18 30 - rae a eg an Please supply books circled at left. Send = aaa 
49 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 67 69 70 Name : ; { 
71 72 76 83 84 85 86 87 99 100 115 138 , | 

I ia 142 143 151 155 161 162 163 164 165 ‘treet men 

| ( ....:csbaiebaias Check if you wish our free catalog.) City . Zone State nil 


special offer. Please check. 


wsoeondinail 61 Free under 
i 


(] Check for Special Del. Add 50c to remittance. 
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THAT 








AMERICA 


No other car (domestic or imported) ever came so far so fast as Fiat in 
America. First sold here just last summer, the new Italian-made Fiat is 
already challenging the leaders in imported car registration. The reasons 
are easy to see: no other car combines the Italian flair for modern design 
with the Italian tradition of fine craftsmanship—plus the double economy 
of incredibly high mileage (yes, up to 53 miles a gallon) and low, low 
cost. No other quite so nimble, quite so much at home on hills and high- 
ways, on city street or far-ranging freeways. Now come test-drive this 
remarkable car, expecting far more in performance and quality than any 
car in its class. 


NO SERVICE WORRIES—When you own a Fiat you are assured of top service at all times. First—Fiat 
Factory specialists have been brought to America to see that you get that service. Second—Regutar 
service schools constantly train dealer servicemen. Third—There are plenty of spare parts available 
at a moment's notice. 


FIAT'S 
THE CAR 


FIAT 








CAPTURE 











N.Y. POE SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICES 


500 Convertible $1098 
600 Sedan 1298 
600 Convertible 1360 


600 Multipla (5 or 6 Seater) 1598 
1100 Sedan 1683 
1100 Familiare Station Wagon 2069 
1200 Sedan 2253 
1200 TV Sportsman Roadster 2498 


(Leatherette interiors & white sidewall tires extra) 
SLIGHTLY HIGHER ON WEST COAST 























IMPORTANT NEWS ABOUT 





FACTORY PRICE REDUCTIONS... 


SAVE UP TO $892 ON YOUR NEW ALFA ROMEO—PRICE CUTS MADE POSSIBLE BY INCREASED PRODUCTION TO MEET THE RISING U.S. DEMAND 


GIULIETTA SPIDER PREVIOUSLY $3533 NOW S290 
GIULIETTA VELOCE SPIDER = rreviouswy s4578 now *3686 
GIULIETTA COUPE previously $4195 now “O04 
GIULIETTA VELOCE COUPE = rreviousy $5084 now “4194 Lee 


“, 4 lee 
ALL PRICES P.O.E. iY oy 
TWO GIULIETTA SERIES SPIDERS: 
Sprint Spider, 1300 cc, 96 mph. Super Sprint Spider (VELOCE), 90 hp, 115 mph. 


TWO GIULIETTA SERIES COUPES: 
Sprint Coupe 1300 cc, 100 mph. Super Sprint Coupe (VELOCE), 90 hp, 115 mph. 





















Sees your lecidl diate, or call 
U.S. Distributor 


HO! : MAN NEW YORK: 443 Park Avenue, PLaza9-5120 BEVERLY HILLS, California, 9130 Wilshire Blvd., CRestview 4-8231 


I] 
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Sports car enthusiast 


Ruvws 


that Utmost safety 


means : 


MICHELIN 








Three layers of steel cord 
brace the tread to give 
steering accuracy and 
perfect road-holding. 


Ask the Man who drives on them. 


58 24-uSA 
FOR THE EUROPEAN SEDAN MICHELIN STANDARD AVAILABLE IN ALL SIZES. 
Distributors throughout the United States 


MICHELIN TIRE CORPORATION. 


150 Green St., Brooklyn 22, N. Y.— Tel. EVergreen 9-2242 
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DAZZLE DIMMER 

Without benefit of driving glasses, a 
green-tinted interior-mounted light is 
claimed to drastically reduce the glare 
from approaching headlamps during night- 
time driving. Because of the sudden con- 
traction and gradual expansion of the 
pupils of the eye when suddenly hit by a 
high beam, vision is normally reduced to 
a dangerous level. The green glow softens 
the glare. 

Manufactured in West Germany, and 
marketed by DECORAMA, 240 E. 92 St., 
Brooklyn, N. Y., the light is controlled by 
a dash-mounted switch and is mounted 
out of the way. Price: $17.95 pp. 


COOLER! 

Now they've done it—an air conditioner 
for do-it-yourself installation in sports and 
small cars. The cooling cabinet can be 
connected to car’s heater blower, or can be 
bought with 3-speed built-in blower. Com- 
pressor and other parts mount under hood 
—total weight, 85 lbs. This air conditioner 





is said to lower the temperature 3U° and 1s 
a mere 6” high and 13” long. For further 
information write Kool Engineering Corp., 
1320 N. Clybourn Ave., Chicago, Il. 


COMPLETE WRENCHES 

A new 20-piece 3%” drive socket wrench 
set combining usefulness, high quality and 
value has been introduced “S-K”. The set 
is the S-K 4520 and comes packed in a 
sturdy metal tool box, containing one 
ratchet, one each 25%” long extension, 
flex-head handle 7 standard sockets, 8 
deep sockets and other accessories. Price 
$17.95. Write S-K/Lectrolite Tools, 3535 
West 47th St., Chicago, Ill. 





























RALLY INDICATOR 


The Model 25 Supreme Rally Indicator 
is the most precise computer available ex- 
pressly for sports-car rally use. The 9” 
diameter dial is made of pure white vinyl 
plastic. Scale and figures cannot be 
scratched or worn off. 

Price: $14.00. Write Stevens Engineering 
Co., 2421 Military Ave., Los Angeles, Calif. 


SWANKY SWEATER 


Striking addition to the Sports car fans 
wearing apparel is this bulky-knit virgin- 
wool sweater for those days that are just 
a little too cool. Available in a variety of 
individualistic color patterns, they are 
sold by Italia Brothers 


Figuerosa, Los Angeles. Price: $19.95. 


LIT 


Ideal for hidden work areas or for emer- 
gencies at night, this new screw driver con- 
tains a built-in flashlight. Made of chrome- 
this tool comes complete 
case, 


finished steel, 


with leatherette 4 interchangeable 





bits, 2 Phillips head screw drivers and 
takes standard flashlight cells. $2.95 each, 
for further information contact Silver Bells 
Limited, P.O. Box 982, Carmel, Calif. 


TOOL OF THE MONTH 


Herbrand’s latest contribution to the 
automotive service field, their current 
“tool-of-the-month” is this seven piece 





set of metric wrenches. Made of forged 
alloy steel and chrome plated, they 
range in size from 9MM to 19MM with 
both 6 and 12 point openings. $12.75 
per set, Write Herbrand Tools, The 
Bingham-Herbrand Corp., Fremont, 
Ohio 


Originals, 





with SERVICE MANUALS. .. .$6.95 ea. 


Official factory manuals for Australia are accurate, 

authoritative & complete. Each has many illustrations, 

charts, diagrams & drawings covering the following: 

@ ENGINE @ CLUTCH @ GEARBOX @ REAR AXLE 

@ BRAKES @ FRONT SUSPENSION @ STEERING 

@ COOLING @ ELECTRICAL @ FUEL SYSTEM 
@ BODY @ WHEELS & HUBS, etc. 

Each * denotes a separate manual as follows: 
AUSTIN * A 40 Devon '47-52 % Somerset '52-54 
* MORRIS MINOR Series MM & ohv Series 2 
* MG-TD * HILLMAN '36-55 & RENAULT 750/760 
FORD *% V8 & Merc '32-48 *%& 49-54 % 55-56 
* Consul-Zephyr 51-56 * ee — "53-56 

* MORRIS 1000 x S$ 


* VOLKSWAGEN Incl. 1956 "New ed. 


OTHER MAINTENANCE BOOKS 


MG COMPLETE SHOP MANUAL 
e TC ¢ 1D e TFe MGA........Price $10.00 


This one Australian manual covers for all the MG 
models listed everything included in the factory man- 
uals. Includes competition tuning for TC, TD and TF. 


TUNING & MAINTENANCE OF THE MG A........ $5.00 
Top British tuner Philip Smith deals only with the A 
and the ZA Magnette in the first book to be published 
on tuning these engines. Author has written many 
tuning books and is recognized as an authority. Tips 
will also work on Morris, with caution! 

TUNING & MAINTENANCE OF MG’s (to TF-1500)....$4.00 
Same author as above book but on different MG’s. 
M.G. WORKSHOP MANUAL (1930 to TF-1500)........ $8.50 
Overhaul & tune _ MG en bumper to tail —, 

MG TF FACTORY MANUAL 

AUSTIN HEALEY 100 Six SHOP MANUAL (Mfgr)... gia: $0 
AUSTIN HEALY 100 Four SHOP MANUAL (Mfgr)....$12 
CROSLEY SHOP MANUAL . all models..... 
MORRIS MINOR Ser M & MM Shop Manua 














VOLVO SERVICE MANUAL (Mfgr)............ 13.00 

rt DAUPHINE REPAIR MANUAL.................. $3.00 
ax book. NOT a shop manual but very good. 

VOLKSWAGEN MAINTENANCE HANDBOOK.............. $2.00 

Same as above but on VW’s 
OWNRS HNDBKS MG; TD; TF; A; MORRIS Ser 2 $2.50 ea. 
= r~ ea. 
0 ea 
or 50 


Specific & general advanced tuning for competition. 
TUNING FOR SPEED & ECONOMY.........0.000000000.... .00 
Even an amateur mechanic can benefit from this one. 


Sports Car 
Caricatures 





$2,98 set of 4 


* VW * Jaguar > MG * Mercedes 
6 


&) > 


These delightful decorative sketches 
are printed in 2 colors on 11” x 17” 
simulated matte paper which may be 
trimmed, masked & framed to suit 


any room. 

Add—Air Mail 25¢; 1st Cis. 15¢; In Calif. add 12¢ tax. 
JUST OUT . . . Set No. 2 also $2.98 /4 pix 
_© Thunderbird © Corvette © TR-2 © Porsche 





. 





POCKET TYPE BOOKS 


Several of the following books are reprints of older, 
popular books. The others are small in size first print: 








ings. All are packed with interesting reading. 
STIRLING MOSS BOOK OF MOTOR SPORT.............. $1.00 
FULL THROTTLE—Sir Henry (Tim) Birkin . 

RACING A SPORTS CAR—Chas. Mortimer.... . 
COME MOTOR RACING WITH ME—Ian Nichols......$1.98 
TRUE BOOK ABOUT MOTOR CARS—(Juvenile) $1.98 
CAR BODY same gy ME isctasieces $1.98 

R 


SPECIAL 0 
Any 1 book & STIRLING MOSS BOOK.................... 
Any 2 Books & STIRLING MOSS BOOK.................. 


SAFETY 
BELTS 


For racing . . . U.S. Air Force! Nearly new 100% 
Nylon, 3” wide with the latest beefed-up metal bars 
and the really quick release. Not too pretty but safest 
of all. Very hard to get. Can be dyed. 

With swivel fittings ready to install.................... $12.95 


AUTOBOOKS.. 





MODERN SPORTS CAR SERIES....$1.95 ea. 


DOOKS fOr Enthusiasts. Packed wi 





New series 0 
photos facts & figures each is written by an authority. 
PORSCHE GUIDE At last a book on 
PORSCHE Porsche! Shows all, tells all on His- 


fram tory, Spex, Tuning, Driving & Racing. 


MG GUIDE. 
Christy. 
SCOOER GUIDE. Ali you'll want to 
know about every make from buying 
to riding & maintenance. 


GREAT RACING DRIVERS OF THE 
WORLD. 40 greats: Ascari to Wimille 
in foto & fact. Has U.S. drivers. 
SPORTS CARS OF THE WORLD by Robert Halmi. Spex, 
fotos & prices of all sports cars available in the U.S. 
A GUIDE TO RALLYING by Larry Reid. Covers the 
Rally waterfront from beginning to winning. 

JAGUAR GUIDE, John Bentley. History with spex & poop 
on C & D types plus maintenance & performance data. 
USED SPORTS CAR BUYERS GUIDE by John Christy. 
Tells you what to look for & how NOT to get stuck. 
GUIDE TO COMPETITION DRIVING . . . Paul O’Shea . 

A qualified author gives pointers in a well written 
& easily understood discussion on a difficult subject. 


All 9 titles....$16.00 SPECIAL Any 3........$5.50 


“The Works” by J. 





eeeeeeee 


Hailed by expert modelers as the most detailed plastic 
kits ever seen. These MERIT kits are complete in every 
detail of the r gay ge cars. All parts & cement 


are supplied. NO TOOLS ARE NEEDED. Scale is 1/24. 
Cars are from left to right as pictured: 

© GP CONNAUGHT @ GP MERCEDES e LOTUS Mk 11 

GP MASERATI @ D JAGUAR © GP FERRARI e 

ASTON MARTIN DB-3S © COOPER Mk 9 © GP VANWALL 


all 9 kits....$16.00 SPECIAL any 6 ........ $11.00 
MODEL CAR RAIL RACING........................ $2.75 


A new Britsh book on complete details of electric 
& diesel rail racing. Power Units; scale; rails; 
guides; steering; pits; organization & much else 
of interest to fans of this new exciting sport. 
(Bodies from MERIT kits can be used). 


TECHNICAL BOOKS 3 


AUTO ENGINEER’S REFERENCE BOOK, $20.00 57 
British automotive engineers amass _half-a-million 
words in 1664 pages & with 1010 diagrams, 225 
photos in 30 main sections cover every aspect of 
motor car design & production. The only book of its 
kind in the world. A MUST for the engineer whether 
professional or do-it-yourself-backyard-special tyro. 
Descriptive leaflet on request. 

AUTOMOBILE CHASSIS DESIGN ........ Averns........ $9.00 
A TRUE DESIGN book for Engineers & Students. 

The SPORTS CAR DESIGN & PERFORMANCE.......... $6.50 
Complete design requirements thoroly covered. 
HI-SPEED INTERNAL COMBUSTION ENGINES......$12.00 
Engine design Bible by Ricardo the top man. 4th ed. 








SPECIAL BUILDERS GUIDE............0......00000000.... $2. 
Handbook of British 750 Club. Many useful details. 
,. oo ¢ | Gas $7 


Drawings & book on Wood, Fiberglass & Metal. 


Automobile Year1958 ... $9.95 


Contents include:—CARS OF THE YEAR; Pix & tech 
spex of all 1957 cars plus 1958 models at London 
& Paris Shows & in the U.S. . . . 1957 World 
Driver GP’s; World Sports Car Championships; Re- 
port on 1957 Le Mans; Championship Rallies & 
others. 

@ 1957 SPEED RECORDS @ 1958 SPORTS CALEN- 
DAR @ BUGATT! Name & Legend @ COACHWORK 
OF THE YEAR @ TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF FORMULA 
1 RACING @ PRESENT and FUTURE OF MOTOR 
SPORT @ STILL SMALLER CARS and many other 
features. 

Automobile Year is the world’s finest presentation 
of motoring hilites. Each annual outdoes its pre- 
decessor & every issue of this King-Size (9% x 
1242) book of 208 pgs. is a real showpiece. 
FIRST ED., 1954, $6.50; 1957, $9.95. BOTH $15.50 
SPECIAL OFFER 1954, 57 & 58 (all 3)....$25.00 


In Calif. please add 4% Sales Tax 
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SPECIFICATIONS: 


sweetest 
performance 


Valueyl 


Play this by ear for a moment: This world-famous 
British beauty actually averages 60,000 miles with- 
out a major overhaul. It’s raring to go up to 78 
miles per hour... gives 40 miles to the gallon... 
service is rarely needed but very easy. And the 
whole family can enjoy the ride with plenty of hat 
and leg room. Just a touch folds down the back 
seats making 30 cu. ft. of carrying space available 


BRAKES: Hydraulic 
TOP SPEED: 78 MPH 
MILEAGE: up to 40 MPG 


ENGINE: 4 cyl. 
(OHV) 948 ce 
ouTPUT: 40 BHP 
ACCELERATION : 
0-50 in 18 sec. 


tat U.S. ports 


of entry plus tazes. 


White walls extra. 


(slightly higher 
West Coast) 





thru the trunk or side doors. Now you know the 
score ... the 1958 Triumph 4-door Sedan (or 5-door 
Estate Wagon at $1899*) is America’s sweetest 
performance value. Come for a guest-drive at your 
Triumph dealer now! If you’re planning a European 
trip, it pays to write for our Overseas Delivery 
Brochure. STANDARD-TRIUMPH MOTOR CO., 
1745 Broadway, Dept.FS6, New York 19, N. Y. 


g H Q. 


4-door 
«sedan only 
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SPORTS CAR RACES? 
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John C. Fitch, the 40 year old 
Technical Director of Lime Rock 
Park, has probably raced more 
fascinating sports cars than any 
other American. His first race 
was at Bridgehampton in his own 
MG TC in 1949. Since then he 
has driven for Daimler-Benz, 
Cunningham, and Chevrolet, not 
to mention many others. 


HE IDEA OF PROFESSIONAL road racing is not to make any one rich—if anyone thinks so, he will be 
sorely disappointed. It is not to eliminate or restrict amateur racing but to stimulate road racing and to insure its 
healthy growth for the benefit of everyone interested in it, spectators and participants alike. 

What’s wrong with it now — why change anything? If we are to have at our new private circuits the expensive pits, 
garages, and restaurants to conduct a sport to the satisfaction of a sizable section of the American public, there must 
be a means of paying for them. Until there is, we will do without and it is doubtful that any more circuits will be built 
(at a base cost of around $200,000) . It is also quite possible that we will lose some we now have to bankruptcy, if not 
to Levittowns. Why is this suddenly a factor? Why not let the public watch baseball and be damned? Because Ameri- 
can road racing has arrived at the stage of financial responsibility; it is obliged to support our new courses to which 
it is firmly committed. This is a boring, unsporting sort of thing to have to face but it remains a fact of economics we must 
live with. The sooner we do, the better our race courses and our races will be. However, it is no terrible burden that will 
poison a burgeoning new sport anymore than a ski lift or a swimming pool does. It is apparent that we must have roads 
on which to race and that for convenience and safety they are best when expressly constructed as racing circuits on 
private grounds. 

We have passed, thankfully, the stage of dangerous public roads and are passing the interim airport courses, which 
may serve some areas for a time to come despite the expense and inefficiency of temporary communications, crowd con- 
trol and other facilities. Firmly embarked now on private courses, American road racing will stand or fall on them. 

Our new circuits are potentially first rate but we are not reducing the debt for them at a workable rate, much less 
justifying continued investment for facilities we lack, or which are at best rudimentary. 

The reason we are not drawing the broad public which pays our way is that our races are frankly dull — usually 
strung-out no-contests headed by an unapproachable leader running miles out in front. Happily there are exceptions 
and they are great, but all too rare. Financial responsibility means we can no longer exist on the usual desultory field 
seldom starting more than 3 potential winners. Those two or three are first rate, but racing being what it is, mechanical 




















{ if the club driver isn't to lose his ball field," says John Fitch 


trouble will normally claim one and the usual result is that someone runs away and hides. That the aficionados are 
satisfied by such a procession, if they are, is beside the point because there are not enough of them to approach the 
broad public support we require. The clear solution is a strong field of many potential winners. We need 20 Hills and 
Shelbys and Hansgens. True, drivers of this caliber are hard to come by but right now there are half a dozen promis- 
ing ones who could make it interesting, and with a few races behind them they'd be even better. All they need is cars. 

Where will they come from? Professionalism would bring in many new cars whose potential owners cannot now 
afford the crushing burden of an activity classified by the tax revenuers as a “hobby”. 

Winnings will be insufficient for some time to directly support the racing equipes but with the hobble of amateurism 
lifted there would be several means of easing the cost squeeze. 

Industry in the form of oil, tire and accessory manufacturers would contribute as they do in Europe and in U.S. 
track racing. Winnings, eyen if initially small until the circuits get on their feet, would help. Businesses would be able 
to “advertise” through racing as several car agencies now do. With this help and together with the important tax relief, 
many would-be entrants could then justify the expense of their chosen sport. They need only an excuse because the 
sorry fact is, amateur or pro, racing is good sport and poor business. 

At best racing makes money for very few — paoeeteng the Indianapolis jack-pot has been good business for no one, 
practically speaking, because a win on that m ’s roulette wheel inevitably brings the big time players back to 
try again, with the usual results. (In fact, the outfit that wins Indianapolis will normally have already made several 
attempts with $30,000 cars and $50,000 budgets and cannot possibly win enough to balance its books.) 

On the present U.S. road racing scene, there are two interests to be served. One is the “club” driver, a weekend 
participant-sportsman who is most often found in the production classes. He rarely aspires to the World’s Champion- 
ship but he loves to race. He doesn’t care about crowds or finances — he merely wants the opportunity to race when he 
chooses on convenient, safe circuits. And he usually has a family and a mortgage. 

The other, representing the need for proper , can best be illustrated by an equation: 

Dull races = public apathy = poor attendance or circuits. 

Here our “club” driver is in danger of losi ballfield. At the present stage, less convenience and safety than 
we now have will be hard to accept. We have been trying to say that professionalism will open road racing to many more 
strong entrants, potential winners with big names that the public wants to see. Given a field of strongly competitive 
cars we then have another equ ~ cee eee ee 

With this equation our club driver has his opportunity to race secured. Present circuits would then be highly 
3 eee 3 Kiet ems ee (Continued on page 54) 
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if SCCA racing is to remain the envy of the world," says "Doc" Wyllie 


professtonal driving appearance in the United States.” 

I might as well anticipate the reaction of a small number of readers to these rules. I can hear now their plaintive 
screams. “What about X - - he gets paid to drive by Maserati? What about Y - - he clears $12,000 a year from Ferrari? How 
about Z and his connection with well-known German company? If the rules are being broken by these individuals 
why does the SCCA not take action against them? And if the rules are being broken with great profit by a few, why not 
be honest and permit all who are so desirous to get on the gravy-train?” 

This is specious balderdash. 

There is no vestige of proof that, at the present time, any SCCA member is deliberately violating Rule 5. The SCCA 
is, of course, an anachronistic organization. It is an organization conceived by gentlemen and dedicated to the propo- 
sition that its members are gentlemen. Furthermore, it has no power of subpoena; and of this it is proud. It believes 
that the vast majority of its 1800 competition drivers sincerely follow the precepts of Rule 5. It believes that they do 
this not because they fear the omniscience and omnipotence of the Contest Board but because they are sportsmen and 
gentlemen. This is a simple fact which is, admittedly, meaningless to some but, perhaps, of no little significance to many. 
To that minority, if it exists (and I emphasise the doubt) , which chooses to break Rule 5 and thereby to cheat, this view 
of the majority may seem childish and naive. But the majority has one surpassing long-term advantage. Those who 
compose it can live happily with their consciences, they can regard their trophy shelves with tranquility and they can 
look their friends in the eye. Maybe these are crude aud paroc hial gifts; nonetheless they possess a certain savour. 

The Contest Board has had no hesitation in suspending SCCA members who have violated Rule 5 in circum- 
stances which left no room for argument. Those who accepted money for participating at Sebring in 1957 will doubtlessly 
bear witness to this fact. Although I can only write unofficially it is well within the realm of probability that the 
Contest Board may, in 1958, strengthen Rule 5. If it does this it is not necessarily implying that Rule 5 is being broken 
by its members. Its aim will be to stop the gossip which so confidently asserts that Rule 5 is being ignored. In 1957 
the Contest Board, for the first time, decreed that a number of production cars be arbitrarily impounded and inspected 
at the conclusion of races. Its inspection techniques were, admittedly, far from impeccable. Nevertheless it was a 
singular fact that not one car so inspected was found to be modified in a manner that would improve upon the speci- 
fications of its maker. Some columnists notwithstanding, a curious calm appears to have encompassed those who once 
asserted that only grossly modified production cars won production car races! 


To summarise: There is no evidence to prove that, at the present time, Rule 5 of the SCCA is being broken 
with impunity. There is certainly gossip to this effect, and where there is smoke there may well be flame. The 
Contest Board is not uninformed. I believe that, when circumstances justify action by the Board, action will be taken. 
But, to date, the problem of professionalism has been minor. The present campaign to legalize professionalism within 
the ranks of the SCCA is not, in my view, a manifestation of its large-scale sub rosa existence. Rather it is the legiti- 
mate, if misguided, expression of the views of those who have conscientiously adhered to Rule 5 but who now feel that 
the rule is outmoded. 


(Continued on page 55) 
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SEBRING 


TWELVE TOUGH HOURS <—. 


race, this 1958 Sebring Grand Prix of 

Endurance, at least on paper. Nobody, 
in the Sports category at least, had an 
edge in inches over anybody else. Nobody 
really had the edge in drivers either. 
Aston had Stirling Moss but Ferrari had 
Peter Collins and Phil Hill for their lead 
car, backed up by Mike Hawthorn and 
Luigi Musso with Bergh von Trips and 
Olivier Gendebien for support. Jaguar (in 
the guise of Ecurie Ecosse, a tough team 
in any league) had Ron Flockhart, Ninian 
Sanderson, Masten Gregory and Ivor Bueb. 
Cunningham with two Lister-Jaguars had 
the old Lister-meister Archie Scott-Brown 
with Pat O’Connor, Walt Hansgen and 
Ed Crawford. 

The Porsche factory with the new RSK 
and a normal looking RS had pulled a 
sleeper by upping displacement to 1587 
cc, bringing them just into Class E. The 
muscular little mites put out a reported 
150 hp, DIN hp at that. When these cars, 
with Schell and Seidel in one and Behra 
and Barth in the other, began scooting 
around in times the likes of three-liter 
Ferraris during practice it looked like one 
more contestant for the big prize was in 
the lists. 

Yes, it looked like anybody’s race but it 
wasn’t. It was Signor Ferrari’s race by the 
end of five hours, hands down and no 
argument. It didn’t really look that way 
at first but that was the way it was to be. 
The man from Modena had the cards 
stacked from the beginning. Counting in 
a brace of 250 Europa coupes, Ferrari had 
an even dozen cars running as against two 
DBR1-300’s and one hastily-rebuilt not- 
too-healthy DB 2-4 Mk III coupe (it 
crashed in practice) for Aston Martin and 
two cars each for each of the other major- 
contender teams. Further, six of Mr. Fer- 
rari’s machines were the new 250 Testa 
Rossas, three of them direct from the fac- 
tory and three privately entered. In a race 
that counts points for the manufacturer, 
not for the driver, Enzo Ferrari was sitting 
pretty. 


|: COULD HAVE BEEN anybody's 


When the countdown came the first man 
away was “Honest John” Kilborne in a '57 
Corvette hardtop. John must have had the 
car in gear, the switch on and the throttle 
screwed to the firewall; he came out of the 
slot in a full, screaming drift and as he 
hit the center line, the Corvette bored off 
toward the first turn as though it was 
sporting a turpentined tail. This improb- 
able but spectacular lead lasted about half 
way around the course when two things 
happened simultaneously. The first hap- 
penstance was Stirling Moss making up 
for an unusually (for Moss) bad start and 
the second was injector trouble which left 
Kilborne with the dubious distinction of 
being the only man in the race to be 
leader and anchor man on the same lap. 

Moss, in first place already, started 
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Car Score & Pos 
No. Car Liters Laps on Index Drivers 
14 Ferrari 3.0 200 1.360 5th P. Hill, Santa Monica, Calif. 
P. Collins, England 
16 Ferrari 3.0 199 1.353 7th L. Musso, Italy 
O. Gendebien, Belgium 
41 Porsche 1.6 193 1.408 2nd H. Schell, Paris, France 
W. Seidel, Germany 
56 Lotus 1.1 179 1.389 3rd S. Weiss, Sacramento, Calif. 
D. Tallakson, Ft. Worth, Tex. 
22 Ferrari 3.0 179 1st in GT P. O’Shea, Port Chester, N. Y. 
B. Kessler, Beverly Hills, Calif. 
D. Cunningham, Stamford, Conn. 
55 Lotus 1.1 179 1.389 4th Colin Chapman, England 
Cliff Allison, England 
21 Ferrari 3.0 175 2nd in GT George Arents, Stamford, Conn. 
G. Reed, D. Odell 
60 Osca 0.75 175 1.470 Ist A. and I. deTomaso, 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
B. Ferguson, Columbus, Ohio 
54 Lotus 1.1 175 1.356 6th J.Chamberlain, N. Hollywood, Calif. 
B. Frost, England 
43 Porsche 1.5 174 3rd.in GT Baron H. von Hanstein, Germany 


H. Linge, Germany 



































churning out lap after lap in the neigh- 
borhood of three minutes, twenty-three 
seconds which was merely last year’s track 
record (set in a Maserati carrying half 
again as many more inches). Hot on his 
heels, however was Mike Hawthorn who 
had been elected harrier for the Ferrari 
team. Stepping on Mike’s heels in turn 
was Roy Salvadori in the second Aston. 
Salvadori was himself being pushed by 
Peter Collins in #14, the Ferrari team’s 
#1 car. Just a bit back but threatening 
came Archie Scott-Brown in the Lister and 
slavering at Archie’s tail feathers came 
two more 250 TR’s, the third team cat 
with Gendebien up, and Richie Ginther in 
Johnny Von Neumann’s privately entered 
car. 
In this last clutch were the makings of 
a first class incident since all were running 
under the proverbial blanket and Archie 
is Occasionally given to various forms of 
racemanship in order to get rid of tail- 
gating competition. Whether or not 
Archie gave way to such an impulse to 
get rid of Gendebien is not known but 
the incident was not long in coming — 10 
minutes worth of race time to be exact. 
The Lister charged into the last turn in 
front of the timers’ stand with the Ferrari 
inches behind. All was right with the 
pair until the moment came when the 
Lister should have started burning rub- 
ber out of the turn and down the 
straight. It didn’t. In a fraction of a 
second Archie was sharing cockpit space 
with a very large Englebert tire which 
was quite firmly attached to Gendebien’s 
Ferrari. The tire and concomitant wheel 
had made entry into Archie's private 
domain by cutting itself a trench up the 
Lister’s deck, coming to rest gently but 
insistently on the little Englishman’s right 
shoulder. Both drivers hopped out and 
surveyed the damage. Gendebien looked at 
the Englishman who in turn morosely 
stared at the mangled metal that had been 
a Lister. The Belgian shrugged his 
shoulders, got back in the Ferrari, slipped 
it into reverse, backed out of the mess 
and after a brief pit stop charged off 
toward what, 11 hours and _ forty-odd 
minutes later, was to be second place 
overall. Archie, showing his imprinted 
shirt in the pits later, said he had suddenly 
lost power at the crucial moment, a very 
significant statement indeed. Within the 
next three and a half hours every Jaguar- 
powered car in the race had suffered a 
similar malady — loss of power followed 
in some cases by expensive-sounding in- 
ternal noises. More on this in a moment. 
Others were also. having troubles. 
Porsche Spyder #45, entered by Jean 
Pierre Kunstle and Ken Miles, had gotten 
oft to a beautiful start, heading the 1500 
Spyders and following on the heel of the 
factory machines. Miles ran the pit during 
the first period while “J.P.” ran_ the 
machinery smoothly and efficiently. But 
the pair which had placed second last 
year on Index was not to have it so good. 
At about two hours Kunstle was seen to 
be stretching out in the cockpit, driving 
with one hand, with the other hand buried 
in the innards of the car through a side 
hatch. The throttle had broken clean off 
at the floorboard and Kunstle was forced 
to drive the length of the course with one 
hand operating the carburetor linkage. 





Stirling Moss, co-winner in 1954, and Tony Brooks led easily for the 
first four hours, but a gearbox failure put them out of the picture. 





Gendebien’s Ferrari managed to climb 
up the back of Scott-Brown’s Lister 
Jaguar, putting Arichie out after 4 laps. 


Collins, Gendebien parade first,second place 
Ferraris through repaved esses into sunset. 
With victory assured, speed was way down. 


“J.P.” Kunstle, leading the 1500s, 
had his throttle linkage break in 
mid-lap, toured to pits like this. 


ESS (aime BO 


Photos by Bull, Christy, Grier, Pelatowski, and Wilder 
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von Neumann-Ginther went out fourth. 


Lotus 1100s finished fourth, sixth, ninth. 

















Quick repairs were made and Kunstle took 
off again to finish up his three hour trick 
and then handed over to Ken. Miles’s ride 
lasted all of 45 minutes and then the 
clutch locked up somewhere betwixt and 
between engage and disengage. Finis. 
The Elvas, after a fierce preview show- 
ing earlier at Nassau were also having 
problems. One had gone down during 
night practice when some boob turned his 
headlights down the course along the 
Warehouse straight. “Doc” Wyllie got 
these full in the face. Blinded, he lost con- 
trol and bent the car irretrievably around 
a pole. Wyllie wasn’t damaged but the 
car was a crowbar case. Another lost brakes 
and clutch. A third driven by Frank 
Baptista, came storming into the hairpin, 
had the front brakes lock up. The car slid 
into the LeMans-like sandbank sideways. 
Getting underway again, Baptista made 
another lap only to have the same thing 
happen again. Instead of burrowing in, 
the Elva sailed over and disappeared en- 
tirely. When the marshals looked over the 
bank, no wreckage did they find. Instead 
a furious Frank was busily churning up a 
dirt road parallel to the course looking 
for a hole to get back through. He found 
it. Next time around he negotiated the 
135-degree right hairpin by turning left 


225 degrees. Having tried the bend right, 





Faced with a cutback of something like 
30 cubic inches the Jaguar people were 
forced to find some way to make up for 
the lost torque those inches had provided. 
The answer was thought to be in higher 
engine speeds and to achieve this they 
went to more radical cam profiles and 
valve spring pressures of around 280 
pounds. The time allowed for testing 
hadn't showed up the fact that the radical 
cam grinds and brutal pressures used 
were just plain non-compatible. Something 
had to go and something did. In the case 
of the Ecosse cars it was simply springs 
and stretched valves. The Cunningham 
machinery fared worse with cracked blocks 
and blown pistons which can of course 
happen from a multitude of sins both 
of omission and commission. In this case, 
though the causes were not the usual ones 
but were probably traceable to valve 
faults. With the D-types and the Listers 
out, the race boiled down to the fact that 
Aston Martin had two cars running and 
Ferrari had that full dozen, ten of which 
could be considered expendable. One 250 
TR and one coupe had to finish. 

The not-too-healthy DB Mk III was 
out of contention almost as soon as it 
started with left rear hub problems. There 
was a yeoman effort made to save this 
one; it was in the pits from the end of the 
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Headlights, tires are replaced before Seidel takes over third place 
Porsche. Von Hanstein, Schell watch at far left. 


straight ahead and left, all to no avail, he 
continued on with a bit less exhuberance 
only to retire later with a set of broken 
rings and a cockpitful of Steen C fumes. 
Of the remaining two, one finished 28th 
and the other dead last. 

Jaguars and Jaguar-powered cars were 
the ones which really had their share and 
then some of just plain trouble. First out 
was Scott-Brown’s Lister, followed 17 
minutes later by the second one, Ed 
Crawford up. The casualty list says 
“cracked block” but on the spot diagnosis 
was placed at the door of collapsed valve 
gear. The third Cunningham car, a 
D-type, came in at one hour plus four 
minutes, this one with a holed piston. 
Later by 36 minutes, the first of the Ecurie 
Ecosse Jaguars ended dead on the course 
with collapsed valve springs to be fol- 
lowed in less than two hours by the 
second Murray machine with the same 
malady. 

What had happened was fairly simple. 





first hour to the end of the fifth but the 
trouble was one not soluble with the ma- 
terial at hand. 

Now it was a war of attrition, the ques- 
tion being a simple matter of whether or 
not the Astons could last the distance and 
at the same time hold off the gang of 
Ferraris howling at their heels. Part of the 
answer came when Carroll Shelby eased 
#25 into the pits at four hours and forty 
minutes. The linkage to the rear mounted 
gearbox had parted company with its 
universal joint, a fairly simple malady and 
a heart-breaking one since it was impos- 
sible to make the universal stick on the 
shaft — a case of a two-bit item putting 
the quietus to ten thousand dollars worth 
of still-potent racing equipment. Tony 
Brooks had taken over for Moss and had 
maintained the lead up to the start of 
the fifth hour. Bringing the car in he 
handed over to Moss in a three minute, 
forty second stop, losing the lead to the 
Hill-Collins Ferrari which had also pit- 




















ted but only for a minute and a half. 
Moss charged out to gain back his lead, 
cutting it down lap by lap from 52 seconds 
to 22 in seven laps. The pace proved too 
hot for the savagely lashed Aston, though, 
and Moss was through with a_ broken 
gearbox at five hours and 16 minutes. 
Since the lone Maserati had gone out 
at three hours and 50 minutes, the big- 
bore contention was strictly a Ferrari 
party from that point on. From the 98th 
lap until the 156th it looked almost fixed 
with numbers 14, 15, 16 and 17, all 250 
Testa Rossas, running in the first fou 
places in just that order. On the 156th lap 
the Hawthorn -Von Trips car, #15, went 
into the pits for good with a broken half- 
shaft which sort of spoiled the order of 
things as seen by Signor Tavone. On they 
went, still in the same order but minus 
#15. By the end of the 10th hour, #17, 
now being driven by Johnny Von Neu- 
mann started showing signs of serious 
problems, i.e., a savagely growling reat 
end, To be blunt, it sounded downright 
unhealthy. What was worse, Johnny and 
Richie had gone all out to save brakes fo 
a last ditch effort at the end of the race. 
Von Neumann nursed the car along, still 
holding third by a mere lap over the 
sole remaining 1600 RS Porsche until his 
168th round when the ground-up pinion 





tively compared to the Porsche's 193. 

When the final laps were tallied, two 
real surprises showed up. Sitting right up 
there in fourth position like a happy ferret 
among a bunch of geese was Team Lotus 
#56, an 1100 no less. In eighth overall and 
first on Index of Performance was a tiny 
750 cc Osca which had been steadily cir- 
cling the course, turning in lap times of 
four minutes and less for the full 12 hours. 
That a Seven-Fifty could cut a lap at 
four minutes was unheard of, even on a 
record try—to do it steadily for 175 laps 
at five-plus miles a copy was unthinkable 
but there it was, driven by husband-wife 
team of Alejandro and Isabelle DeTomaso 
with an assist at night from Bob Ferguson. 

Fifth overall and first in Grand Touring 
was the O’Shea-Kessler 250 Europa Ferrari 
coupe, on the same lap as the fourth place 
Lotus. The team prize, awarded for the 
highest aggregate number of laps by a 
complete official three-car team, was col- 
lected by Austin Healey, the team being 
bossed by Donald and Geoffrey Healey. 
Having the designer run your team for you 
is about as good as you can get. 

Iwo months ago we said this was not a 
boys’ event. Despite the fairly high pro- 
portion of simon pure amateurs and non- 
professionals finishing the ’58 edition of 
Sebring’s 12 tough hours, it’s still a race 


Shortly before 10 pm, Tavone called in the leading Ferrari to replace Phil 
Hill with Peter Collins, letting the latter take the checkered flag honors. 


finally gave up the struggle. 

There had been some pre-race specula 
tion concerning whether or not the fan- 
tastically rapid “1600” RS Porsche Spyders 
could. pull a sleeper and walk home with 
the race. By this time it began to look as if 
they just might pull it off even though the 
new coil-sprung RSK driven by Behra and 
Barth had gone out with oil seal troubles. 
Spyder #41, outwardly normal but inter- 
nally a meaty 1587 like the RSK, driven by 
Schell and Seidel was in a fairly strong 
third some eight laps behind the two team 
Ferraris. There was an audible “two down, 
two to go” muttering around the Porsche 
pits as the llth hour drew to a close. Op- 
timism is no substitute for cubic inches, 
however, even when the machinery bear- 
ing the edge in inches is out of brakes as 
were the two Ferraris. When the final 
bomb went off and the flag fell the two 
Ferraris had made a final driver change, 
picked up a quick charge of fuel and 
covered a total of 200 and 199 laps respec 





for men. Until luck and machinery ran 
out for Jaguar and Aston Martin the pace 
was altogether too rough for the part time 
pilotos. At least two crackups could be 


directly chalked up to a maximum of mis 


placed enthusiasm coupled with a mini- 
mum of ability and physical capability. 
The first three to four hours of the race 
were run almost as if it were a three-hour 
sprint and the pace was set by the best men 
in the business. Club drivers with a winte1 
of soft living behind them had no business, 
regardless of the potency of their equip- 
ment, trying to stay with these men of the 
sport of men who had spent that same 
winter conditioning for what promises to 
be one of the toughest international sea 
sons to date. 

Ending on the same note as we started 
a year ago, Sebring is the toughest test 
in the world on brakes and gears. As of 
now, it’s also no daisy-dance for the 
drivers; for them it’s the toughest twelve 
hours they can spend behind the wheel. 
~JC & SW 




















CBS had coverage by Walter Cronkite. 


Ferrari coupes took first, second in GT. 





“Bored-out” Porsche RS out-lasted the 
new RSK (both of them were. 1587 cc) 
to finish third with 193 laps. 





There was prize money, too, this year. 














\ ROAD TEST: 


E TOOK DELIVERY of new 1958 FIAT 1100 in 

one of the heaviest rainstorms of the southwest 

winter, creating test conditions which are rare in 
that arid climate. The car had been standing for hours in 
the downpour but no water had leaked into passenger, 
engine or luggage compartments. Our route led us across 
the San Fernando valley, notorious for its intersection dips 
that flood whenever someone washes his car. At the first 
flooded dip we crawled through water that nearly reached 
the hubs, then gave the brake pedal an experimental jab 
to see to what extent the binders had been drowned. To 
our great surprise they were absolutely unaffected. So we set 
out to learn just how much dousing the brakes and engine 
would stand. After several 40 mph passes through ponds 
several inches deep and at least 100 feet wide we had had 
enough, but the Fiat had not. Neither engine nor brakes 
were affected in the least. As we left the valley the only 
evidence of all these rapid fordings was a few drops of 
water that had been forced through the clutch and brake 
pedal openings and landed on the thick rubber floor mat. 
We observed that while the windshield wipers have a fixed 


Big springs for a light car add up to 
firm, stable ride. Note steering 
linkage above transmission. 





operating speed; it was fully adequate to the deluge. 

Then we entered the mountains, on the way to our 
desert test area. The rain still was heavy and we used ‘the 
drenched, winding roads to test the Fiat’s skid-proneness. 
We know this course intimately, know the speeds at which 
we like to take its curves. We were definitely impressed by 
the way the Fiat stayed glued just as though the pavement 
were dry. Some credit for this wet-road stability belongs to 
the 1100’s Pirelli tires, with their somewhat soft tread com- 
pound, but most of it is due Fiat’s chassis engineers. 

The ride and handling qualities of the 1100 or Mille- 
cento (pronounced mee-leh-chen-to) are all that you would 
expect of a car designed to give satisfaction to the hard- 
driving motorists of a country that is largely mountainous. 
Test the shock absorbers by the common method of bear- 
ing down on a fender with both hands and you find that 
the 1100 is shocked like a race car; there’s scarcely any give. 
Then you have a look at the suspension and find that the 
springs are extremely beefy for so light a car and are 
further beefed by large diameter anti-roll bars front and 
rear. The resulting ride, we feel, is delightful. It is firm 


Wide, light alloy drums cover a total 
of 149 square inches of brake lining. 
Fade in brake test was imperceptible. 
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FIAT 1100 


eT TERETE EET 
443 Park Ave., New York, N. Y. and 
—e« Blvd., Beverly Hills, 
alif. 






TOP SPEED: 


Two-way average ............... 74 mph 
Fastest one-way rum ............ 


ACCELERATION: 
From zero to 


ON EE OD widcuccccccceces 
Speed at end of quarter ......... 


SPEED RANGES IN GEARS: 






















































i ee evetesesecneeh he sede 0 to 21 mph 
eid Khdcdhek ben eheceskdee eben 10 to 31 mph 
Rear end breaks away very gradually into an outward swing 7” Rarendnvesaks het benwaes 5a8~+< 2m = 
as 1100 takes bend at high speed. There’s little body 

roll, no tire squeal even when it’s pushed hard. SPEEDOMETER CORRECTION: 
Indicated Actual 
WE KéWUdSebewbs cavnsccesenees 26 i 
BE hatcidanakdbedsx'wriin 36 
Sa dd wb ais dabetacen cscs 46 

OP asbd sade ceeWaccdgdoe sve 56 
FE we wattatactsekésecusceevecce 66 | 


but never harsh. It is very smooth on smooth roads and 
its ride over surfaces that would be sheer misery in most FUEL CONSUMPTION: 


Hard driving during speed tests ..21.4 mpg 


etroit cars is still smooth and pleasant. The possibility of Average driving (under 60 mph) . 30.9 mpg (Startlingly higher figures 


the Fiat’s suspension bottoming is quite remote and high possible) 

average spee : » maintaine ably < afely 

iverage speeds can be maintained comfort ibly and safely BRAKING EFFICIENCY (10 successive emergency stops from 60 
over roads where many other cars are forced to crawl. Rear mph, just short of locking wheels): 

axle windup due to braking and acceleration seems to be 


Per cent g 
67 








nil, but there is some noise from the suspension at work. = Pdieraedekssvatnnpeceds = 
. ’ . ° e |) errr errr reer eee ee ee ee 
Che 1100's worm and roller steering is precise, feather- Bibi cukapastatedudectscess 65 
light, devoid of feedback, and quick. It has the feel of two = NSD ETP SU 
turns from lock to lock instead of the three it actually has. = see e eee rece eereeeececeesece am rear grabs at low speeds 
A driver not used to such sudden steering should put him- RNS aS 
self through a cautious break-in period while getting used B.. Lar ocean seer as: S 
to any one of the many cars possessing this nimble char- SPECIFICATIONS 
acteristic. The difference is that a movement of a Detroit POWER UNIT: 
wheel that will produce no change in direction but merely Type vteeenasecncaensrasseesses In-line four 
: ant se cea cane Pushrod oh 
take up the slop can drastically alter the course of a quick- bor: ag lla aati 2.68 = 2.95 in (68 x 75 mm) 
steering car. Just for clarity, we reaffir ference Stroke/Bore Ratio .............. 1.10 to one 
8 J clarity we reaffirm our preference for Es 3s aad oe usae ¢ os 66.5 cu in (1089 ce) 
the latter. Compression Ratio .............- 7.0/1 ‘ 
a , ‘ ; PPO ESE EE ingle-t t ft Web 
The 1100’s serene cornering behavior abets its staunch MS sem soared sad ONL fi A ORS yy yn er: 
suspension in making possible average speeds that -are Mex, Terqee Soxsseueegenet tanean — @ 2700 rpm 
higher than most people would expect of a car with a 75 Valve timing ..................Intake opens 16° BTC 
aa eee .. Page ae Intake closes 65° ABC 
mph straightaway potential. It wheels around curves like a Exhaust opens 65° BBC 
roller skate, with very little body roll and almost no tire Exhaust closes 16° ATC 
squeal even when pushed hard. When extended far beyond DRIVE TRAIN: 
sensible public-road cornering speeds the rear end breaks Transmission ratios I ......... 3.86 
away very gradually into an outward swing. = barsese esta 
us: bditincenian crventl Geol o i geedk le one of sta- aE 1.00 
The fillecento’s overall feel on the road is one of sta SO lis alee a3 
bility and well-knit, almost rock-like solidity and is an excel- Axle torque taken by ........... Leaf springs and stabilizer bar 
CHASSIS: 
Anti-roll bars and beefy shocks give firm ride with excellent oda ks inegasenneoent 92 in 
cornering stability. Fiat can maintain high ae ahs eased pase hy bx 
speeds on roads where other cars would have to crawl. Suspension, front .............. Coil springs, wishbones, anti-roll bar 
Suspension, rear ............... Semi-elliptic springs, anti-roll bar 
Shock absorbers ................ Tubular hydraulic 
SIE ain 'pcasccceccecnss Worm and roller 
Steering wheel turns L to L ....3.3 
Turning diameter .............. 33 ft. 
Brake lining area .............. 149 sq in 
PRES sibs ch were cvceccceses 5.20 x 14 


GENERAL: 


aig Cat Gk he ie «6046 4 
WE nw wn cccc cc ccees 1970 Ibs 
Weight distribution, F/R ....... 53.1/46.9 
ES ae er 10 U.S. gallons 


RATING FACTORS: 
MEE ceca pecccascosces 0.65 
Bhp per sq. in. piston area ...... 1.91 
Torque (lIb-ft) per cu. in. ........ 0.82 
Pounds per bhp—test car ........ 45.8 
Piston speed @ 60 mph ........ 1840 fpm 
Piston speed @ max bhp ....... 2360 fpm 


Brake lining area per ton ....... 151 sq in 
Mph per 1000 rpm ............. 16.1 


(Continued on page 59) 
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C ONTRARY to popular belief in some sports car circles, 
the cars that race at Indy are not all identical, nor even 
the same year after year. By far the most novel change to be 
seen this May is independent front suspension on the newest 
Frank Kurtis product, the “D-A Lubricant Special.” Nearly 
hidden behind the Buck Rogers “needle nose,” left, is the 
upper trailing arm of welded sheet steel. It’s geometrically 
similar to a Porsche or VW front end, but only the lower 
trailing arm connects to a torsion bar. The lower trailing 
arm, above, is the normal Kurtis roadster part, but the new 
one, still to be made, will be offset several inches outboard 
to attach to a vertical post on the stub axle. And 

that’s not a machine gun for wiping out the opposi- 

ion. It’s a guide for the long shaft on the portable 

electric starting motor. 


the supercharged Novi V-8’s. Here he shows 
rank Brisko, an old-time Indy driver, how he is 
going to beef up the lengthy throttle linkage to 
prevent repetitions of the breakages which put the car out 
of action twice last year. With the blower at the front of the 
engine, linkage must run all the way forward from the cock- 
pit, giving plenty of length to vibrate. During the complete 
strip-down and rebuild this spring, the five gallon oil tank 
was moved from the tail right up to the engine compart- 
ment. This meant a change in steering linkage, which will 
now run outside the body from the cockpit forward. The 
ever-impressive Novis, like the newest Kurtis cars, are based 
on a simple ladder frame, below. The rest of the tubing seen 
is for hanging-on the body. Everything goes on with Dzus 
fasteners for instant removal and ease of access. 


En 


Jive MARCENAC, left, is the chief wizard on 











\Preview ... for old bricks 


ECHANIC Joe Fukushima, left, and builder Eddie 
Kuzma point out lower-left, upper-right arrangement 
of rear torsion bars, right. The rear axle tube, wrapped in 
tape, rotates at wheel speed (it is the axle) , so single trailing 
radius rods are also fitted, giving each wheel hub its own 
Watts linkage. Side location is achieved through walking 
beam arrangement at right which simulates a Panhard of 
great, but variable, length. Kuzma’s engine, above, is up- 
right, but set well to the left of center. Fuel tank is not 
covered with a decorative skin; instead, to save weight and 
space, it is built flush with the surface of the body and 
finished off with great care and smoothness, Inci- 
dentally, the immaculate finish of the American 
cars was the wonder of the Europeans at Monza, and 

is a great credit to their builders. 


UINN EPPERLY and Leo Goosen have made 
only slight changes to last year’s winning 
design. Two new cars are being built and about 
the only alteration is that the lower tubes are 
dropped two inches, though upper ones remain the same. 
Giving but a slight reduction in CG height, this significantly 
increases the rigidity of the frame truss, upper right, with- 
out a weight penalty. Pioneers in use of the 18° engine in- 
stallation, Epperly and Goosen take advantage of it to get 
a very low, smooth body profile, below. Meyer and Drake, 
convinced that the 18° offset is here to stay, now provide a 
new oil pan for the “right side’’ as well as external lines to 
drain the exhaust cam housing. On the top or “left side,” 
the Hilborn injectors, lower right, are now shaped in a curve 
so that air enters horizontally, contributing again to the low 
hood line. 
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by Dennis May 


in love and war, the hit-or-miss attack 

is OK as long as hits outnumber 
misses. The competition history of the MG 
Midgets that really were midgets — mostly 
750s but with the 850 cc kin chipping in 
occasionally — is a study in the haphazard. 
Design and development progressed with 
about as much premeditation as a Calypso 
ballad. New chassis were built first and 
drawn afterwards. Uncalculated risk was 
a factor that Abingdon’s technical faculty 
never feared and often embraced. Indi- 
viduals’ responsibilities crisscrossed and 
overlapped, the committee principle sel- 
dom went further than random meetings 
of minds in the mens’ room, and if: any- 
body had been pompous enough to write 
an interoffice memo, nobody would have 
read it. 

But if MG did a loose job of knitting, 
they seldom dropped a stitch. During the 
period they built cars to the international 
Class H limit, 1929 to 35 inclusive, the 
tour de force became a habit, tours de 
farce intervening only rarely. A Midget 
was the first seven-fifty to do 100 miles per 
hour, a hundred in one hour, two miles 
per minute and a century and a half. 
MGs have been the world’s fastest Class 
H cars without interruption since 1931, 
and still are. The little Abingdon factory, 
commanding views of an apple orchard on 
the south side and a cemetery to the 
north, built the only seven-fifties that ever 
won the TT and Britain’s emasculated Le 
Mans, the Double Twelve at Brooklands. 
At Le Mans itself, a J4 Midget finished 
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R. T. Horton clearing “Big Bump” at Brooklan 
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sixth on general classification in 1933, 
highest placement in Sarthe history by 
a 750. 

Combing the haystack for a key to these 
long-ago triumphs by MG, we come up 
with some seemingly irrelevant comments 
by SCI on Chevrolet’s expensive but abor- 
tive Sebring campaign last May: “It was 
a wonderful organization . . . and the 
result was chaos.” Conversely, the organi- 
zation behind those midget-sized Midgets 
was a short remove from chaos . . . and 
the result was wonderful. 

Right in character, it was partly by a 
godsent accident that EX120, the first 750 
that MG ever built, found enoagh power 
to push it over the 100 mph hump in 1931. 
With George Eyston driving, EX120 turned 
103.13 for five kilometers, 102.67 for five 
miles, 10243 for ten kilometers, and 
101.87 for ten miles. To avoid the power 
snuffing encumbrance of the silencers that 
were obligatory at Brooklands these runs 
were made at Montlhéry. The French 
track, however, could only be turned 
counterclockwise, so the flying mile and 
kilometer records, which Malcolm Camp- 
bell had taken to 97 mph at Daytona on 
a supercharged Austin 7, had to be dealt 
with separately at Brooklands, where bidi- 
rectional motoring was in order. In the 
interval between the Montlhéry and Brook- 
lands gallops, somebody tore down the 
MG's carburetor and fuel lines and found 
them fouled up with a heavy greenish 
deposit of unknown chemistry and origin. 
Naturally thinking they’d stumbled on a 
short cut to a few bonus mph, they there- 








during 1932 “500”, which he won at 96.29 mph—representative Fv er 









upon purged the system — including the 
jet, which was halfway blocked — of every 
last molecule of the stuff. But this appendi- 
citis operation, so far from curing the 
patient, had the opposite effect: with a 
clinically clean SU and attendant plumb- 
ing, EX120 at first wouldn’t even hit a 
hundred for the kilometer. It was there- 
fore a logical deduction that without the 
gratuitous infiltrations it certainly couldn't 
have lapped Montlhéry at three figure 
speeds. 

Subsequently, in the process of working 
back up to the Montlhéry standard of 
performance, the engine blew to bits at 
Brooklands, throwing a conrod out through 
the side and over the top of the banking. 
Although EX120 was afterwards rebuilt 
and became the first 750 to average 100 
for an hour, it fell to this car’s direct 
successor, EX127, alias the Magic Midget, 
to relieve Austin of their flying mile and 
kilometer laurels. 

It was the dramatic climax to EX120's 
100 in the hour feat at Montlhéry that led 
to George Eyston being temporarily classi- 
fied, for the first and last time in his 
checkered life, as a missing person. After 
maintaining his target speed for sixty 
minutes, George, just to wrap everything 
up safely, kept going for a couple of extra 
laps. Halfway through the second of these, 
at a point on the Autodrome where he 
could be heard but not seen by entour- 
agers assembled at the timekeeper’s box, 
his motor cut dead. Fearing a wrecked 
engine but nothing worse, two of the MG 
men, Jackson and Marney, scrambled 























aboard a picku, and lammed off in the 
direction of the silence. The silence, when 
they came alongside of it, wasn’t as com- 
plete as they’d thought. EX120 was a roar- 
ing belching inferno of flames and smoke. 
Having often assisted in the difficult oper- 
ation of insinuating George, a big man, 
into the Midget, a very small car with 
high gunwales, the rescuers couldn't con- 
ceive that Eyston could be anywhere else 
but slumped down inside the cockpit and 
frying fast. But when at last they man- 
aged to lever off one of the cockpit sides, 
they found, to their boundless relief and 
bewilderment, that EX120 was empty. To 
quote from Maintaining the Breed, by 
John W. Thornley, general manager of 
MG: “The banking was too steep to climb, 
and in any case the safety fence at the 
top was intact .. . But search over a wide 
area on the inside of the track failed to 
show the slightest sign of him”. 

What had happened was this. A few 
minutes after the timed hour elapsed a 
main bearing had failed, quickly running 
up such a temperature that the sump oil 
ignited. In seconds the flames started in- 
vading the cockpit. Cutting the throttle 
and eeling himself back and up towards 
his narrow manhole, Eyston bailed out at 
around sixty an hour, hitting the republic 
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his scorching in EX120, he was obliged 
to pass. Into the resulting vacancy stepped 
the portly and ageing figure of Ernest 
Eldridge, a onetime Land Speed Record 
holder who was associated with Eyston in 
the manufacture of the Powerplus blower 
that MG used on all the supercharged 
Midgets of the period. Tailored around 
Eyston’s personal measurements, the cock- 
pit of EX127 was an interference fit on 
Eldridge, who therefore realized from the 
outset if this one caught fire or became 
lethally untenable from any other cause, 
he wouldn't stand a chance of getting out 
alive. To make the outlook worse, he only 
had one eye, having lost the other in a 
mishap while breaking records years ear- 
lier. The remaining eye had to gauge 
perspective by memory, and, hazy behind 
a lens, was in all respects an imperfect 
piece of optical equipment. 

It was against this background of physi- 
cal handicaps and infirmities that Eld- 
ridge, bare headed, without goggles and 
wearing a business suit, set up history's 


only daylight records with the help of 


headlamps. At Montlhéry, as readers fa- 
miliar with the local geography will know, 
the road circuit branches obliquely out of 
the piste de vitesse on the back stretch. 
Eldridge figured he could feel his way 
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Above: Riding mechanic helps combat centrifugal force at one of the earlier events 
at Brooklands. This is a hotted-up M-type, founder of the midget line. Right: An 
R-type has heavy cornering roll, due to the parallelogram-action of suspension. 


with an impact that knocked him cold. 
First on the scene, quite unknown to the 
MG contingent, was a gigantic Frenchman 
who'd been lapping lonesomely and prac- 
tically forever in a stock Citroen sedan. 
With a strength befitting his physique, this 
benevolent gorilla had dandled Eyston 
into the back seat of the Cit and ducked 
out of the track precincts en route for 
hospital, unseen by anyone. 

As it is perfectly possible that detailed 
drawings of EX120 still didn’t exist when 
the car burned to a cinder, it was prob- 
ably just as well that its offspring, EX127, 
was already completed at the time. It had 
in fact been taken over to France on the 
same trip for the purpose of setting new 
five kilometer figures. Eyston was booked 
for the driving role on this younger and 
faster Midget, but, detuned as he was by 


safely around nine tenths of the high speed 
track but he had an uncomfortable feel- 
ing he might angle off onto the road 
course at the junction unless something 
special was devised to hit him in the 
retina. So a passenger car with headlamps 
blazing — and no occupants in case even 
candlepower was unavailing — was parked 
at the apex, facing upstream to fat Ernest’s 
line of approach. 

He made it—110.28 mph for five kilome- 
ters. And that was the last record ever 
set by Ernest A. D. Eldridge, whose hand 
to hand fights with Mephistopheles, the 
27 litre F.1.A.T., biggest car that ever 
raced at Brooklands, have passed into the 
hymnals of English speed sport. 

The cosy aura pervading MG's racing 
department in the early 30s is reflected by 
the story of how EX127, the Magic Midget, 


came by its striking and aerodynamically 
efficient body contours. Its efficiency was, 
needless to say, largely accidental; more 
precisely, it was the result of some intu- 
itive visual guesswork by Reg (Jacko) 
Jackson, a rule of thumb practitioner 
whose thumb should by rights be pickled 
and put in a museum when he dies. Down 
at the plant during normal working hours, 
Jacko devoted his time exclusively to 
EX127’s chassis and running gear, featur- 
ing angular offset transmission to locate 
the driver alongside the cardan shaft, his 
pants six inches from the road. If Jackson 
officially had any title at all it was prob- 
ably head racing mechanic, although mem- 
bers of Cecil Kimber’s Apostleship of the 
Sacred Octagon were mostly too busy and 
too dedicated to worry about titles. But 
whatever Jackson was or wasn’t called on 
paper, it was tacitly accepted that EX127 
was his personal baby, subject only to 
academic guidance from Eldridge as a 
freelancing consultant. It therefore never 
occurred to anyone to enquire about his 
plans for a body design, nor did Jackson 
confide them to anyone, not even the firm’s 
founder and managing director, Kimber 
aforesaid. 

When finally he did come across it was 
with a fait accompli in the form of a 
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quarter-scale model he'd built subrosa in 
what was laughingly called his leisure 
time, evening and weekends. The minia- 
ture was a hybrid embodying elements of 
three Land Speed Record contenders of 
the day—rump in the likeness of Segrave’s 
Golden Arrow, midworks after Campbell's 
current Blue Bird, nose simulating Don’s 
Silver Arrow. Eyston, EX127’s driver elect 
and himself a highly qualified automobile 
engineer, took a look at Jackson’s home- 
work and forthwith arranged for it to be 
windtunnel tested by Vickers Armstrong, 
the country’s leading aircraft constructors. 
Eyston, as it developed, never had any 
need of his gasmask, but little Bert Denly, 
who shared the 12-hour drive with George, 
surely had. At the time of year this cam- 
paign- was mounted — December — it 
naturally wasn’t possible to do the whole 
12-hour job in daylight. Eyston accord- 
ingly had the Midget equipped with 
quickly detachable headlamps and planned 
a schedule in which the first and last 
stints would be run in darkness. George 
took the pre-dawn spell and assigned Denly 
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in the pan. Part of the rear main bearing, 
it afterwards transpired, had broken up. 
When the tank and sump were refilled, 
oil started gushing into the cockpit via 
the clutch, which for some inexplicable 
reason kept right on clutching throughout 
this ordeal by ooze. Not only liquid Castrol 
but gusts of hot oil vapor came through 
into the office, forcing Denly to jettison 
his bubble top to save himself from being 
gassed insensible. At the finish (the over- 
all average, easily a record, was 86.67 mph) 
mechanics were able to wring over a gal- 
lon of “R” out of Bert’s clothes. During 
the final hour he'd been sitting in a pool 
of it, up to the slits into his pants pockets. 

Bert Denly, who had started out as a 
butcher’s boy, at Byfleet, in the shadow 
of the Brooklands banking, then gradu- 
ated through motorcycle racing to a 
coveted berth as George Eyston’s lieuten- 
ant, was a trackcraftsman of unusual abil- 
ity — at least the equal of Eyston himself. 
Moreover, as a Midgeteer he had one asset 
his boss didn’t and never could possess. 
He was small. Very small. Catching on 





this shape, and powered by a Q-type en- 
gine with a three bearing crankshaft, that 
it passed into the possession of Bobby 
Kohlrausch, the German racing driver and 
record man. Kohlrausch added a bronze 
cylinder head of his own design, reworked 
the lebensraum to locate his feet higher 
than his posterior, and, in 1935, drove his 
beloved “Magic”, as he always called the 
car, at 140.6 for a flying mile. This record 
was destined to stand for eleven years, 
and when it was eventually beaten it goes 
almost without saying that another MG 
beat it. The last word in the argument, 
of course, came from Goldie Gardner. 
whose EX135 streamliner, fitted with a 
downscaled 6-cylinder Magnette engine, 
hit 159.15 mph in 1946. EX135, however, 
can’t by any stretch of the imagination 
be classified as a Midget, and therefore 
doesn’t really rate space here. 

When Kohlrausch imported EX127 into 
Germany its hood bore decor in the form 
of a cloverleaf — his personal insignia — 
entwined with a Union Jack. On orders 
from his local Gauleiter he was forced 


G. N. Harvey on Bankings in special-bodied single-seat Midget. Car set record 122.4 mph in Class H in ’37, never beaten. 


to the evening one. The only thing he 
overlooked was something to illuminate 
the instruments. Having a phantom set 
of thermometers and pressure gauges built 
into his belly by Mother Nature, Eyston 
wasn’t personally inconvenienced by this 
omission, but the dial-happy Denly felt 
he had to be able to check revs, oil and 
water periodically. So, before setting out 
on the last and decisive round of the 
hunt, he strapped a flashlight to chest, 
beamed at the clock cluster. 

If he hadn’t done so the 12-hour record 
probably never would have fallen and 
another expensive engine might have been 
irreparably wrecked. Around the eleven 
hours juncture an ominous drop in oil 
pressure warned Bert to come in for in- 
vestigation. The oil tank, piped to replen- 
ish the sump automatically as the level 
fell, was empty, and only a quart remained 


to the potentialities of Bert’s low frontal 
area, George renounced his own place on 
EX127’s crew and arranged with MG for 
the cockpit to be narrowed to Denly’s sta- 
tistics; also he had the regular steering 
wheel replaced by a Tom Thumb tiller 
only ten inches in diameter. Even for 
Bert, who was strong for his size, this toy 
wheel made it dangerously difficult to keep 
the Midget going where he pointed it at 
the speeds he finally hit at Montlhéry. 
These included a lap at over 200 kilome- 
ters per hour in 1933, an exploit that ful- 
filled a personal ambition of his. Special 
badges were awarded to 200 kph lappers 
at Montlhery and he was the first man 
to cop one on less than 2 litres. 

In the ultimate stages of its develop- 
ment, fitted with a Zoller blower running 
a boost pressure of 39 psi, EX127 de- 
veloped 146 horse at 7500 rpm. It was in 





to overpaint the Union Jack. Nonetheless, 


these tests proved, not for the first time, 
that guesswork by Jackson was worth a 
bookful of trigonometry, and an upsized 
body was constructed without a single 
modification being made. A subsequent 
embellishment was added on location at 
Pendine beach, South Wales, during prep- 
ping for record attempts in 1932: on the 
suggestion of a movie cameraman who'd 
been assigned to the story, exterior screw 
heads little larger than a lentil were pains- 
takingly faired off with Plasticene, a spe- 
cies of modelmaking goo popular with kids 
in Britain. 

However, even this masterstroke failed 
to secure success for the bid (the target, 
later attained by the same car, was two 
miles per minute) , because during a long 
and exasperating sojourn at the beach the 
weather and the state of the sands alter- 
































nated between bad and worse. The only 
time the conditions were momentarily 
favorable, and Eyston did get his clog down 
to the tune of 122 mph by hand timing, 
the ink ran dry in the RAC’s box of 
chronometric tricks and the spurt couldn’t 
be officially recognized. Even the courtly 
Eyston, eye-witnesses recall, conjugated 
some pretty irregular verbs at the RAC’s 
expense on this occasion. 

Reg Jackson always had and still has 
a rare gift for spur of the moment im- 
provizations. The Pendine stopover in 
1932 recalls a typically humorous and 
practical makeshift of his. By prearrange- 
ment, each time George Eyston made the 
first of his two-way runs, Jacko followed 
him down the foreshore in a pickup for 
the purpose of changing plugs at the far 
end before the turnabout. The super- 
laggera EX127 wasn’t weighty enough to 
sink into the soft and sea-soaked sand 
while parked, but the truck was. So each 
time Jackson alighted to check George's 
candles he tethered the truck’s steering 
onto full lock with his handkerchief, en- 
gaged low gear, and turned ’er loose to 
amble around in circles, driverless. 

It was Jacko, too, who licked another 
problem arising out of this Pendine ven- 
ture. Prior to the South Wales sortie, 
Eyston, with forebodings about the condi- 
tions that might have to be faced in a 
region notorious for bad weather, had in- 
vited suggestions for some way of getting 
clear straight-ahead vision. A normal wind- 
shield, he feared would quickly become 
obscured by flung spray and sand particles. 
It would have, too. Well, Jacko had the 
answer, as usual. This took the form of 
a laterally bifurcated windshield of pecu- 
liar design he’d noticed on some of Vick- 
ers’ planes during his earlier visits to 
their windtunnel. The lower half had a 
single pane, the upper half dual panes 
with an air space between them, and the 
two sections were gapped horizontally at 
the sighting line. High pressre wind hit- 
ting the nether pane would, according to 
theory, escape obliquely upwards between 
the two upper ones, and none would enter 
the cockpit. 

They made a mockup of this device at 
MG, mounted it on a car and conducted 
tests that were a characteristic blend of 
Jacksonian method and madness. With a 
straightman driving, Reg seated himself 
sidesaddle on the hood, facing back- 
wards, and solemnly threw handfuls of 
confetti at the aperture. The stuff oblig- 
ingly angled up between the dual panes 
and nary a speck went into the driver's 
eyes. So they adapted the thing to the 
Magic Midget, with most satisfactory 
results. 

Following his foretaste of cremation at 
the wheel of EX120, George Eyston de- 
cided it would be prudent to wear an as- 
bestos suit for all of his future record 
attempts on Midgets. And when EX127, 
its cockpit fully enclosed, was shipped to 
Montlhéry to draw a second bead on the 
two miles per minute target they'd flubbed 
at Pendine, he took sartorial precaution 
a stage further by wearing a fireman’s 
gasmask. On “the Captain”, the least 
theatrical man in racing, these bizarre 
effects seemed to sit rather uneasily, but 
they provided the news photographers 
with some useful lensfodder. 


The French timekeepers contrived to 
keep their ink wet for Eyston and he duly 
cracked the 120 mph nut. This exploit, at 
the back end of 1932, was part of a whole- 
sale records onslaught involving two Mid- 
gets — EX127 and one of the then new 
J3 supercharged sports cars. The former 
picked every international Class H plum 
up to twelve hours (excluding the ones 
already held by MG), and the J3 con- 
tinued the kill clear to twenty-four hours, 
taking in the distance records covered by 
this span. When the ’32 season closed there 
was only one name left on the Class H 
books — MG. 

Daimler-Benz, whose masterminds would 
have laughed themselves ill if they’d been 
privy to Abingdon’s hit-or-miss way of 
life, thought it worth while to acquire 
the Magic Midget from Bob. Nobody 
knows to this day whether they asked him 
or just told him to surrender the car. 

In races per se, the immortal EX127’s 
career was limited and unsuccessful. I 
believe it only contested two events and 
it didn’t finish either. The result of the 
first, though, brought ample consolation 
to the Octagon mystique. This was the 
500 at Brooklands in 1932, which, after 
the “Magic’s” spell was broken by a pul- 
verized piston, was won by a privateer 
Midgeteer on a C-type fitted with a special 
trackster body. The driver’s name, for 
the record, was R. T. Horton, and his 
race average, 96.29 mph, compares inter- 
estingly with the same year’s winning 
speed at Indianapolis: 104.14 mph by Fred 
Frame’s Miller. Don’t forget the MG’s 
displacement was 746 cc, as against the 
Miller’s 2459 cc. 

This belated reference to the C-type or 
Montlhéry Midget, the first production 
racing car that ever came out of Abingdon, 
necessitates a backtrack to 1931, in which 
year this impudent insect erupted with 
stunning effect onto the British racing 
scene. The story of its speed debut can 
be told in a couple of paragraphs. By a 
piece of timing that was probably acci- 
dental but was to prove salutary beyond 
Kimber’s wildest dreams, the 750 cc 
Montlhéry Midget was publicly announced 
as a stock competition line a month or 
two before the date fixed for the Double 
[welve at Brooklands. Attracted by its 
sensationally low price, less than 300 
pounds sterling, ready to race, and with 
expectations fired by the fact that in the 
previous year’s Double Twelve a trio of 
privately owned 850 cc Midgets of much 
milder mould had collected the team 
prize, well-known amateurs beat a path 
to the sign of the Octagon, hoping to 
buy these hot looking Cs. Orders were 
forthwith accepted for as many as could 
be built in the little time remaining be- 
fore Britain’s two-piece Le Mans was due 
to come off. In the event, fifteen were 
thrown together — but securely — in the 
twelve days immediately preceding the 
first training session for the race. Quan- 
titatively, 1931 turned out a “750 year” 
for the Double Twelve; out of a total of 
49 entries, 23 came into the Class H bracket 
and 13 of these were brand new and un- 
tried C Midgets. 

Came the day and, with the rather pat- 
ronizing handicap treatment their deb 
status seemed to rate, the Cs simply ate 


(Continued on page 48) 








J2 Midget of 1932, one of the most pop- 
ular sports cars to come from Abingdon. 





Standard type Q-type racing car with 
two seat body, Zoller blower for 113 hp. 











Standard J4 MG, fastest member of the 
J family. Note SU dashpot protruding 
from supercharger between dumbirons. 





This you recognize—EX127, the Magic 
Midget, with cockpit cowling lifted to 
reveal worried looking George Eyston. 
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~HTLLMAN HUSKY 





Windblown but willing, it’s a hustler and a hauler 


F YOU'D LIKE a sports car, really need a wagon, and 
only have a one car garage, take a look at what the 
Hillman man will sell you for $1635. Appropriately 

called the Husky, it is at the same time both a hustler and a 
hauler. 

More inclined toward the hustle than the haul, we picked 
up our test machine from Ken Langridge; but the tires were 
to the point where, for high speed cornering, it was almost 
unbearable. We released some of the air, settling on 26 psi 
front and 22 rear. The softness at the aft end allowed the 
rear to swing out when cornering, going around the front, 
as it were. In this way, even if the front had a tendency to be 
lazy, it was compensated for by an energetic rear. With the 
tires properly inflated, anyone can corner at quite respectable 
speeds. 

Regular SCI road test readers know that “respectable 
speeds” mean just that. On occasion we've taken test machin- 
ery around the Lime Rock course at speeds far above any- 
thing the designers had in mind. It is not unusual, then, for 
us to spin out. But this affords information, too: a car that 
stays on the road when it’s out of control has a lot to be said 
for it. On the sweeping right turn just ahead of the Esses, 
there is a nasty little hook where the radius suddenly de- 
creases. This is where we pirouetted. Going into the turn at 
something like full power in third gear, it was apparent that 
this one was going to be different. We over-corrected with a 
hard cut of the wheel which swung the tail to the inside and 
caused all kinds of gyrations and contortions. We leaned so 
heavily that the driver saw the road out of the passenger’s 
window. When we finally got the rubber back on the road, 
we negotiated the next fifty feet of the course backwards. 
This, we believe, constitutes a spin. Nonetheless, we drove 
the Husky with a lot more confidence after this incident, as 
we trusted both its ability to be handled and its predictable 
reaction if we goofed. 

But under the normally frustrating conditions of driving 
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with the non-sporting crowd, the Husky stays level and 
smooth, regardless of road surface. Sharp bumps resolve 
themselves into more noise than jolt, for when riding with 
the windows closed, the unit-construction body seems to 
spread the impact over the whole car. Spring busters are 
negotiated with only one pitch, as the action of the shocks 
prevents inordinate vertical movements. The small discom- 
moding caused by the sound of the bumps is a small price 
to pay for the benefits of a strong, rattle-free body. 

But this is not to say that the Husky is without fault: just 
as Achilles had a vulnerable heel, the Husky cannot be called 
the epitome of directional stability. Fact is, it’s about as 
streamlined as an Essex, which in strong winds invokes two 
kinds of penalties. 

When driving at moderate speeds (40 to 60 mph), every 
gust throws the car out of line. If the gust hits from the sides, 
the Husky tends to drift with it. Also, it takes a little more 
steering to turn into the wind. If the breeze quarters, a little 
more wheel is required than would normally be needed, until 
the turning arc begins. Then there is need for hurried cor- 
rection, as suddenly you find you've gone too far. Hillman 
evidently feels that the Husky is made to carry cargo, and 
the only way to do that is to provide space. Since this space 
must come from somewhere, adding it to the top will impose 
far fewer penalties than adding to the wheelbase or over- 
hang. In other words, they kept the Husky maneuverable, 
but made it slightly higher and a lot squarer. It gives the 
appearance of having been shaped by contact with one of 
the “forward look” boys. But we feel they made a wise 
decision. More about the second penalty later. 

Our judgments are based on two weeks of in-town use — 
going to the station, shopping, taking a load of neighbor's 
children to the beach, et al. This kind of driving, mostly 
within town-limit speeds, is the forte of the Husky. 

Transmission ratios have been especially selected for in- 
town driving. Admittedly, a four-speed close-ratio box is the 


(Continued on page 46) 














































HILLMAN HUSKY 





PERFORMANCE 
TOP SPEED: 
Two-way average .............. 72 mph 
Fastest one-way run ............ 73 mph 
ACCELERATION: 

From zero to seconds 
CES ciekin cscs tkepebare 5.9 
LES odd sce scares neawe 12.2 
DT c owab 4 cédcawse sons Ke 19.0 

IE ht aig ws wai d's 32.4 

Standing % mile ............... 23.3 

SPEEDOMETER CORRECTION: 

Indicated Actual i 
Cte cache eed oendne onns'se 20. 
EER ESSN ans 29.5 
ed + es dean danbaebe eae oe < 37.2 
ads ioe chaser aahcwctincen 46.5 
GT Aetthdns a S06 PUREE cs ekcae 55.0 
We ees des wake botwhwee s0sees 63.0 


FUEL CONSUMPTION: 


Average driving (approx. 
RPS Sot ibis saws oo cadaesd 24 mpg 





BRAKING EFFICIENCY 10 successive emergency stops from 50 
mph, just short of locking wheels, finished with aprox. '/2 
pedal, however no noticeable additional pedal pressure was 
required for the 10th stop. Recovery of most of the pedal 
was very rapid. 








SPECIFICATIONS | 

POWER UNIT: | 

rie ae aon aipsaeeews 4 cylinder, ohv 

Valve Arrangement ............ Push rod & rocker arm, dual spring i 

Bore & Stroke (Engl. & Met.) ... 3.00 x 3.00 in (76 x 76 mm) i 

Stroke/Bore Ratio .............. 1/1 | 

Displacement (Engl. & Met.) ...85 cu in (1399 cc) 

Compression Ratio .............. 8.0/1 

Carburetion by .... ... Single Zenith 30 VM8 downdraft 






I bing aaludahewnaeoeun 46 hp @ 4400 rpm 
aa ok sew unee den 71 lb-ft @ 2000 rpm 












































































- . DRIVE TRAIN: 
With rear seat up, cargo space is plenty Transmission ratios I.......... am 
of room for our German Shepherd, top. tember y 
Seat folds flat to double cargo capacity. i ’ See 1.00 
Rear door opens via push button. | te og corms -- 2 o-eheeeeameee enced 
CHASSIS: 
—> Ne oo vd oct vas ed een w oe 86 in 
71 MPH. ok ons ntlaee canes 49 «in 
60 | | a —- bors ag | SEP choppers =< 7. avons 
uspension, front ............... oil springs, wis nes 
x STANDING |I/4— bavd Suspension, rear ............... Semi-elliptic leaf springs 
50 5 — — DiekG uneeecéna ———s — 
+ SE ric nthe bahbd'n dus) on orman worm and nu 
> we es — turns LtoL ..... P ‘ 
i +6 <bbcekeae sees 1.5 ft. 
x ae ED avndd kk Gocwine ends «64 Lockheed, two leading shoe, 
40+ hydraulic 
o. * a Brake lining area .............. 92 sq ins 
ae _ et ERIE a Saar 5.00 x 15 
w” 
+l GENERAL: 
30 J " Sate. Gens 5 (casts « 153.5 in 
= I as orn eencckgadokes 60.5 in 
a Height o-oo cece ce eeee 280.9 in 
EO cic cc weestivvdes 
20 HILLMAN HUSKY §— Weight distribution, F/R. 
CEC 1. cs sceckbavesdee 53/47 
I POM i ccc cucchdeasees 7.5 U.S. gallons 
10 RATING FACTORS: 
| = per cu - ae intnsss~'s+> Pye 
Pp per sq in piston area ....... 1. 
SECONDS — oem | _ = ae ae 
} y . ’ ounds per bhp—test car ........ i 
15 20 25 30 35 Piston speed @ 60 mph ......... 2000 fpm 
Piston speed @ max bhp ....... 2200 fpm 
Brake lining area per ton ....... 86 sq in 


Pronounced body roll is evident as Husky takes a bend at Lime Rock. In normal street 
maneuvers there’s less sway, and even when loaded, car handles well, gives a smooth ride. 
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by Griff Borgeson 


NOUGH OF THIS,” said Lance Reventlow to 
Warren Olson, who looks after his machines. ‘Let's 
start doing things our way and see what happens.” 

This decision took place last August as the two headed 
back from England by air, after a race at Brands Hatch. 
Reventlow had found a lot of satisfaction in his Cooper, 
Maserati and Mercedes-Benz, but he had known for at least 
two years that building and campaigning his own cars would 
be much more rewarding. He and Olson had poured a mass 
of man-hours into mulling the possibilities of founding a 
private marque, of building a good competition car from 
scratch. But until the Fall of ’57 all this remained in the 
talking stage. 

Once the project got the green light things happened fast. 
The car’s basic design was completed in weeks and actual 
construction began in mid-September. In less than six months 
from the go signal the Reventlow Scarab prototype was 
ready for shakedown runs. 

Its first airing was on the Willow Springs course. The car 
was not let out at all; just tooled around to make sure that 
things worked as intended and that the pieces stayed put. 
All was not perfect, naturally, and changes were made. Then 
the car went back to Willow. 

This time Chuck Daigh tried opening it up a bit, He 
took three warm-up laps, then knocked two seconds off the 
track record on the fourth. A few more laps and then he 
leaned on it a shade harder. Result: four seconds off the 
fastest time ever turned at Willow Springs. More changes 
were made. Then near-record laps were turned at Riverside. 
Then more changes. 

The Scarab’s latest outing was at Phoenix. A number of 
good drivers put it through its paces there, among them 
Richie Ginther. He had not driven the car before. He took 
two laps to feel the machine out, then got on it. On his third 
lap he broke the course record. He kept going faster and, in 
five laps, broke the record three times. When he rolled into 
the pits he was shocked to learn the quickness of his times. 
He had trimmed three seconds from the lap record and felt 
sure that he could knock another three off his own time 
before he ever began to frighten himself. The car shows 
every sign of being a winner in the making. How was it 
made? 
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“Our basic concept,” says Olson, “was very simple. The 
car itself is very simple. We had no intention of out-horsing 
Enzo but we did feel that we might get more power to the 
road, longer, than the cars we were up against. We weren't 
at all sure that we could do it but we were sure it was worth 
a good, hard try.” 

From the outset the project has been characterized by a 
methodical, both-feet-on-the-ground, businesslike air. First- 
off the legal instrument was formed, within which the busi- 
ness would function. It was called Reventlow Automobiles 
Inc. and has Lance as president and treasurer and Olson as 
secretary and general manager. Vice president and legal 
counsel to the firm is Stan Mullen, prominent pioneer in 
Southern California sports car racing. 

“The primary problem,” says Olson, “in building any car 
is finding experienced talent; and the more specialized the 
car the more difficult this is likely to be.” But with this prob- 
lem, RAI’s good judgment and good luck ran side by side. 
While the corporation was being formed, Olson contacted 
Dick Trautman, co-designer of the famous Trautman- 
Barnes Special (SCI, Oct. 56), and with his help began lay- 
ing the mechanical groundwork: obtaining needed building 
space, machine tools and other equipment, as well as defin- 
ing the car’s fundamental specifications. Then Tom Barnes 
was asked to join the staff as frame specialist and Chuck 
Daigh was approached to take over in the engine and drive- 
line department and to serve as chief test driver. Fortunately 
for the project, each of these experts was available: Traut- 
man and Barnes with years of experience with Kurtis-Kraft; 
Daigh with years with Clay Smith and Bill Stroppe, includ- 
ing a key role in most of the Mexican Road Races. Later 
Emil Diedt joined the team. Among his masterpieces in 
metal are the immortal Indy Blue Crown Specials. It’s a 
formidable crew. 

In addition to their common fund of long, expert experi- 
ence, and precisely because of it, the men of the RAI staff all 
approach their work with the same attitude: one of cal- 








culated conservatism. Optimism has no place in their think- 
ing and no claims are made for performances in past, present 
or future. Hopes are exaggerated negatively rather than 
positively. That these guys know their jobs has been proved 
too many times for any of them to have to point to the fact. 
And each of them knows that no matter how many variables 
may be brought under ideal control, there’s always luck to 
foul the best-laid plans. 

This dead-pan policy is a good one. For example, the orig- 
inal intent had been to campaign the car in international 
competition—a worthy intention that might have been 
trumpeted to the tune of wild public applause. But then, 
when it was far too late for the development of another 
engine for the '58 season, the FIA adopted the three-liter 
limit and that automatically cancelled Reventlow’s imme- 
diate overseas plans which, fortunately, had been kept quiet. 
q Now the car will race in the U.S., whenever and wherever 

possible. 
The Chev V8 engine was chosen for the car because of its 
light weight, rather good reliability and revving flexibility. 
But this had minor direct bearing on the objective of “apply- 
ing more horsepower to the road longer than anything we 
have had experience with.” So the first decisions that had to 
be made dealt with the running gear... with the four wheels 
and how they were to be driven, suspended and steered. After 
k this the frame was designed to which these components 
could be attached. 
The suspension is simple and fairly standard: short-long 
wishbones and coil springs at the front and de Dion axle 
with coil springs at the rear. A Watts linkage, shown in 
LaTourette’s drawing, locates the rear axle assembly 
transversely and radius rods provide fore-and-aft location 
along with torque control. The rear axle center-section is a 











modified Halibrand quick-change for which final drive cogs 
are available in fine increments from 1.94 to 7.35 to one. The 


one unusual rear axle detail is a creation of Trautman’s: 
wheel hubs that are almost infinitely adjustable for toe-in 
and camber. Each hub contains two large plates and the 
inner face of the outer plate is machined at an angle to its 
outer face. The outer plates alone may be rotated relative 
to the inner plates, or both may be rotated relative to the 
de Dion tube. This permits vernier-like adjustments of as 
little as one-quarter degree. The best setting in practice has 
proved to be about one-eighth degree toe-in and three- 
quarters degree negative camber. 

The method of attack for “getting more power to the 
road longer” is disarmingly simple. It boils down to using the 
latest in wheels, tires and spring rates. The springs are very 
soft: the rate of the front coils is 125 pounds and that of the 
rear is 100 pounds. Danger of bottoming is eliminated 
mainly by an ample six inches of spring travel and is reduced 
further by 70-30 Monroe telescopic shocks with big, 134 inch 
pistons. The theory is that the wheels will spend more time 
on the ground in proportion to the lowness of the spring 
rate. 

The Scarab runs standard Halibrand magnesium wheels 
with pin drive and knock-off hub nuts. No significant gain 
in unsprung weight is claimed for these wheels over those 
of the European competition but the extreme width of their 
rims—equal to the tires’ cross sections—confers an advantage. 
Ihe tires’ tendency to roll on the rims during cornering is 
reduced, which permits the use of lower tire inflation pres- 
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Photos by Bob Coogan 


De Dion rear axle ends in large, two-piece hub housings 
which permit vernier adjustment of camber and toe-in. 
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Above, even with the hood off, the Scarab’s lines are smoothly 
suggestive of the high speeds which can be attained. 


Below, the one-eighth over-bore CheV-8 is fed by four pairs of 
Hilborn injectors, ignited by a Scintilla Vertex magneto driven 
off crankshaft nose, and cooled by directly driven water pump. 
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Top to bottom, Lance Reventlow, Scarab’s 
sponsor; Chuck Daigh, his engine expert and 
test driver; general manager Warren Olson. 
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Super-light tubular wishbones connect modified Ford spindles, Monroe coil- Monstrous Alfin drums are under « 
shocks to the tubular frame. Attaching flanges encircle frame, a good detail. 


Above, some roll is evident as Kessler breezes through a fast bend. All 
drivers have praised its handling and with 5.7 lbs/hp, it won’t be slow. 
Still larger 45 gallon tank c 


Below, steering wheel is much nearer horizontal than is usual in sports 
cars, but this Indy trick enables the driver to put his shoulders into it, 
reducing fatigue. No room under hood for generator, so it’s in cockpit. 


(Continued on page 62) 
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Coming and going, it 


has urbane distinction. . . 


N SCI’s TEST report on the MGA roadster (Jan .'57) we 
praised the quality built into that modestly-priced car 
and lamented its very few but discordant sub-standard in- 

congruities, such as inner door panels of impermanent- 
looking fiberboard. These economies have been eliminated 
from the MGA coupe, making it consistently and harmoni- 
ously a quality product. It is the best-built MG to date and 
by far the most luxurious and comfortable. 

The coupe’s base price is $300 higher than the roadster’s 
current $2450. Why that much difference? A great deal of 
the extra cost is in the doors: in roll-up windows, no-draft 
vents, chrome window frames and distinctive, well- 
engineered external door handles which do not exist, along 
with locks, on the open car. Then there is the top itself and 
the high cost of the dies for stamping it. And there are the 
wraparound windshield and the extreme-wraparound rear 
window that give superb visibility and are important extra- 
cost items. 

The MGA roadster, being very aggressively a sports car, 
is noisy. Because of the resonant characteristics inherent in a 
metal top the coupe might be expected to be even noisier. 
But it is quieter, due to careful sound-proofing of the cock- 
pit, even to foam-rubber insulation of the firewall. The 
sounds that do reach the occupants are pleasantly appropri- 
ate to what the “A” actually is: a touring-competition vehicle. 
The blipped engine revs with that exhilarating whir that 
usually is a mark of good high-performance machinery and 
the gearbox growls and sings, reminding the forgetful that 
under this sophisticated exterior the classical MG breed has 


38 


been maintained. Although perfectly audible, engine noise 
does not begin to become obtrusive in top gear until about 
4000 or 70 mph is reached. Beyond that point it becomes loud 
indeed and it takes on a strongly hammering note. 

We feel that the finest single feature of the MGA is its 
road-holding and this is linked with its worst aspect in the 
inexorable way that the sides of a coin are linked. The A’s 
cornering ability is quite awe-inspiring—the sort you might 
expect to find in a much more costly competition car. It is a 
very real source of safety and a great source of gratification 
to the driver, whether he be a cautious novice or jaded 
veteran, The car is fiercely tenacious in its side-bite, even in 
pouring rain, and practically devoid of lean or tire noise 
under high centrifugal g’s. But this laudable performance 
is purchased at the cost of a naggingly choppy ride, even 
with soft tire pressures of 20 psi. With the tires inflated to 
recommended high-speed pressures the ride becomes defi- 
nitely abusive. 

The hard springs and shock absorbers of the MGA smooth 
bad bumps very well, and we never felt the suspension 
bottom on the roughest roads. It’s the small surface irregu- 
larities that are telegraphed to the car’s occupants with a 
staccato chop, making minimum tire pressure more or less 
mandatory for general touring. This criticism of the MGA is 
one that will do the car no harm in the eyes of hardened 
aficionados. But it most definitely will limit the appeal of 
this otherwise extremely appealing car in the broad market 
that potentially is its own in this country. Equal cornering 
ability can be combined with a genuinely comfortable ride 
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through major change in suspension design. To date, MG 
is under no compulsion to take this step. But the day will 
come when competitive conditions will demand it and we 
hope that MG is planning with this in mind. 

At the moment, MG’s acceptance in the U. S. continues 
to climb. MG sales never have been higher: against approxi- 
mately 1300 cars sold in the western U. S. in 56, over 3000 
were sold in °57. This still is a seller's market and the reason 
for the increase in sales is an increase in supply. The aug- 
mented supply is due not so much to increased production 
or shipping facilities as it is to the practice of crating cars 
for shipment. This permits cars to be stacked two deep in 
the holds of vessels that formerly carried only a single level 
of cars per deck. The crating, however, is costly and it con- 
tributes to a sizeable increase in the cars’ retail price. Never- 
theless, MG can still argue with persuasion that its car is 
the lowest-priced real sports car on the U. S. market. 

It seems correct to say that the MGA’s roadholding is its 
best feature because it is such a vividly salient one. But the 
\’s brakes are just as excellent and are completely above 
criticism, certainly as far as the hardest conceivable touring 
use is concerned (for racing, special hard linings are readily 
available) . These brakes registered a virtually nil reaction to 
our telling ten-stop fade test. And the A’s steering also be- 
longs in the superlative category. The rack and pinion 
mechanism is quick, free of backlash, light but solid in its 
feel, with just the right touch of self-righting action and 
with no noticeable communication of road shock to the 
adjustable spring-spoke steering wheel. 





... and it’s perfect for 


racing, ideal for rallies 


The MGA’s performance is thrusty enough to make it an 
exhilarating car to drive, as its lively acceleration times 
point up. The transmission gear ratios are very happily 
chosen and good acceleration for highway passing is avail- 
able in third up to at least 70 mph. Our test coupe’s gear- 
box contained a bug that the roadster’s did not: the load 
spring that is intended to hold the shift lever on the right- 
hand (third and fourth gear) side of the H-shaped shift 
pattern did not function, making it a very easy matter to 
nick first on an upshift from second to third; easy to 
remedy, but a point to watch. As with the roadster, it was 
not difficult to land in reverse by mistake when dropping 
from third to second. A very comfortable arm rest runs 
between the two seats and, whether this is used or both 
hands are on the wheel, the stubby and solid shift lever 
is perfectly at hand. 

The engine of our test coupe surprised us with its willing- 
ness to start instantly after two days of standing in the 
open in cold, wet weather, and with its very quick warmup. 
At least as praiseworthy was its very good fuel economy, 
even when driven hard with liberal use of gears and 
throttle on the highway and in city traffic. Thus flogged it 
still gave a cheerful 25 mpg, plus. 

We don’t know what was in the fuel tank when we took 
delivery of the coupe, but its engine would run on for 
20 seconds or so after the ignition had been switched off. 
This also was true of our test roadster, but less so. Running 
the coupe on 102-octane Shell cured this except for an 
occasional single kickover. In terms of vibration, there is 
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no comparison between the power unit of 
the MGA and its milder sister-engine 
which propels the Austin A55. The A55’s 
is very smooth and silent. The hotter- 
cammed, dual carb MGA version is not... 
in exchange for which it slams out 39 per 
cent more horsepower! 

The MGA’s clutch is stiff but it has a 
soft, smooth takeup. The flyoff-type hand 
brake is located on the passenger’s side of 
the shaft tunnel: a socially strategic fea- 
ture. The instruments are excellent; with 
nearly the entire world’s automotive in- 
dustry abandoning the ammeter for a 
warning light we’re not about to chide 
MG for doing the same. 

Two anomalies result from the con- 
version of an originally laid-out right- 
hand drive car to left-hand drive. In the 
home-market model the very important 
combined oil pressure and water tempera- 
ture gauge is located alongside the tach- 
ometer, right in front, of the driver—as it 
should be—and the fuel gauge is in a cor- 
responding position, in front of the pas- 
senger, where it need be referred to only 
occasionally. In the changeover to left- 
hand drive the speedometer and tach 
migrate as they should to the new driver’s 
position, but the vital oil-water instru- 
ment stays in its original spot, now out of 
the driver’s field of vision. Similarly, the 


Though the engine room looks 
crowded, all service-demanding 
organs are highly accessible. 

Cc Oo 





Door latch is original, practical 
and convenient. It operates 
with a real “feel of quality.” 








windshield wipers park to the left, out 
of the right-hand driver’s way. In the 
left-hand (U. S. drive version they still 
park to the left, just as the hand brake 
stays in foreign territory, Other objec- 
tions: at its price the car could afford an 
ash tray; and, as reported of the roadster, 
the seat backs should be re-contoured to 
support the entire back instead of only 
the shoulders. 

So much for negative comment, most 
of which is fairly trivial and can be cor- 
rected by the owner who cares, On the 
positive side there are many points in ad- 
dition to those already noted. The MGA’s 
general and detail finish is excellent, 
actually rich in its appearance. So is its 
overall look, which wins admiring atten- 
tion everywhere. It’s a car in which the 
owner can take as much pride of posses- 
sion as he might in other cars that cost 
much, much more. It belongs, perfectly, 
at the swankiest spa and has an urbane, 
cool distinction that the cherished 
T-series, with its flavor of flaming youth, 
never could aspire to. The MGA coupe 
is the snuggest MG yet, the most com- 
fortable in all kinds of weather and fon 
all kinds of touring. Its necessarily limited 
luggage accommodation is no problem if 
you add the natty luggage-rack option. 
It is a perfect car for rallying and it’s 
ideally adapted to racing. It has the 
broadest appeal of any MG ever made. 

Griff Borgeson 


Body has a well-knit look that reflects underlying quality of the car. 
Wraparound windshield and wide, curved rear window give optimum 
visibility fore and aft. Only drawback is limited luggage capacity of trunk. 
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Under adhesion-limit cornering, the MGA rides flat and shows only a slight tendency to drift gently at 
the rear. The car is fiercely tenacious in its side-bite, giving it awe-inspiring turning characteristics. 
On the other hand, the ride ts a hard one, with small irregularities in the road telegraphed to 

the driver with a staccato chop. Softer tires are indicated for a smoother ride. 


MGA COUPE 


PERFORMANCE SPECIFICATIONS 




















TOP SPEED: POWER UNIT: 
Two-way average .............+. 101 mph TE bc A hal ec Bee 6 ORCC Knee In-line four 
Fastest one-way run ............ 103 mph Valve arrangement ............. Pushrod operated ohv 
t Ns 8. oe hiceecveen san 2.87 x 3.50 in (73.025 x 89.0 mm) 
. Stroke/Bore Ratio .............. 1.22/1 
ACCELERATION: Is a hiss roebcccvaxes 90.88 cu in (1489 cc) 
From zero to Seconds Compression Ratio .............. 8.3/1 
SO mph ... 2. cece seen ee eeees 4.8 Carburetion by ........... ..... Dual 1.5 in inclined S.U. 
: 40 mph ... 2... se ceeeeeeeeeeee 6.9 NN EE Sdisncecsovccsdawe’ 72 bhp @ 5500 rpm 
' be -— EAs SERS ERES D o-A awn 849 sy eae .... 77.4 ft-lbs @ 3500 rpm 
— |). ln” 2 66 ©6 66808866068 9665 808 . ——_ SS epi EE cee. oe 2” 75 
in ie a dane 20.8 = oe or ae 
SPE. . dew eis 6 awd dss0od ee 5 : 
§ Standing % mile .............. 19.5 DRIVE TRAIN: ? 
‘ Speed at end of quarter ......... 68 mph Transmission ratios J etaewe cdl 3.64 
ree eS AS DS. eo) eee see Ce ee a ee 2.21 
SPEED RANGES IN GEARS: ” tate eee ees = 
MPH Final drive ratio (test car) ...... 4.30 
| eee eee eee eee eee zero to 28 Other available final drive ratios . 3.70, 4.10, 4.55 
Me dnin sabe wt etsy tus onedeei zero to 46 Axle torque taken by ........... Springs 
DGS ty ered ass ean eake ke aaah 5 to 71 
Dl? thinks eda dcae an papas dawes 9 to top CHASSIS: 
SPEEDOMETER CORRECTION: ais cw ide Shs Knvcteaeene 94 in 
Indicated Actual —— —— Coe eseesccsseccsesece yoy in 
ro SSE ee eee - Dee GH vc cic cccka Independent, by coil springs and 
ie, co Sns Sabon dans o8> + Fs = mee a cha 
Leeder tai 58 EE POO Semi-elliptic 
BB SPAtEAK ERS este oneness - ; aa aan. Lever & tisten 
Aegean 15 ee Rack & pinion 
FO ne a as ee Prem ee Stecring Wheel tusus © to L ....2.7 . 
Turning diameter .............. 28 ft. 
FUEL CONSUMPTION: WG TI ois kek ikeciaeacex 2 leading shoe front, 1 leading, 1 






ee 20.8 mpg on speed runs Be: trailing rear 
Average driving (under 60 mph) . 27 mpg, plus. Brake lining area .............. 134.4 sq in 
Wee MN ltatiine swentids ccade 5.60 x 15 





BRAKING EFFICIENCY 10 successive emergency stops from 60 





mph, just short of locking wheels, registered 2/,g on all stops GENERAL: % 
3 without noticeable increase in pedal pressure. a 5 ES ones he ahaa tote . in 





NE tras. ane d wele &6 ene 6 











q RATING FACTORS: Weight, test car ...............2100 Ibs 

\ Bh SE a, eee eee 0.79 Weight distribution, F/R ....... 50.5/49.5 

} Bhp 4 - og piston area ...... 2.78 PGE CHE o's Sdn et cnnccecs .12 U.S. gallons 

lb-ft c, Seer rr 0.8 . 

—- a Bhar Se arly Lt pow ae gE NDS Sa Ree Ne Pm ay $2695 with disc wheels, 
Piston speed @ 60 mph ........ 2007 fpm $2785 with wire wheels 
Piston speed @ max bhp ....... 3210 fpm DRI ao 65 uc Shik a4 b cc ttewads Hambro Automotive Corp. 
Brake lining area per ton ....... 129 sq in 27 West 57th St. 






Mph per 1000 rpm .............. 17.44 New York 19, N. Y. 
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do-it-yourself trials 


MGA has completed 90° turn, skids 
through narrow opening between trees. 
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by Janet Groene 


O IT YOURSELF has come to bash, down Ohio way, 

where they've carved a real challenge of a trials out 

of Austin Davis’ north woods in Brookfield. Long 
a popular sport in England, the bash is little known in this 
country: the Ohio bash, though mild by British standards, 
is impossible for many cars, as it retains the original bash 
concept ... to see how much your car can take before 
collapsing. 

On a budget of practially nothing, the more sporting 
members of the Penn-Ohio Sports Car Club in the Youngs- 
town-Warren, Ohio area, began, during the summer of 1951, 
to play Junior Woodsmen with any equipment they could 
beg, borrow, or commandeer to drag, plow, mow, and bank 
a one-mile course through a hay field. 

That first course constituted Part One of a long-range 
program which now includes a 2.1-mile trials course and 
a road course still under construction by members. Bi-yearly 
events are held in which drivers forge their way through 
the dense 162-acre woods, over creeks, and between trees in 
a five-minute dash against the clock to survival and safety 
at the end of the course. 

British trials entrants often use special cars, and several, 
including the Dellow, are manufactured just for this pur- 
pose. But Penn-Ohio fans drive in competition the vehicle 
that’s going to get Dad to work the next morning and Mom 
to the grocery store. The rugged course is a great equalizer, 
and little sedans often beat the times of much more power- 
ful cars. 

Using an accumulation of ideas from English trials and 
their own diabolical stunts, the Terrible Team did their 
best to see that no car emerges without some small souvenir 
of the course, even if it be only mud, dust, and straw in the 
hubcaps. The turns are deceptive and tight, and one turn 
makes a full 240 degrees. They’re banked reverse camber 
and have flipped more than one cornering fool of a car. 

The course was first laid out on paper, then cut through 
the field using a '47 Ford, which soon became mired to the 
hubs. A borrowed Jeep was then pressed into service. Total 
expenditure for the original course was for the rental of a 
20-inch rotary mower. The rest of the equipment included 
six shovels, a machete, the Jeep, hatchets, picks, and volun- 
teered muscles. Fifty trees were removed by pioneer methods. 

Best time for the original course was 3:17, held by a 
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Volkswagen, in 4-wheel drift, making 240° Lightbulb 
turn—a turn so tight, you meet yourself going back. 


Aerial photo shows half the course not in woods. 
Start at “C”’, enter woods at “A”, emerge at “B”’. 


Morris Minor recovers from sharp turn to hurtle 5-foot 
wide plank bridge. Drums show scars of poor aim. 
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Special. And the course served as a gymkhana site while 
scheming minds were at work on something much tougher. 

By 1955 they were ready to begin, and a rocky, thickly- 
forested, mosquito-patroled woods was waiting. Adding two 
rented tractors, two dump trucks, and some insect repellent 
to the original machete and hatchets,.the crew began hack- 
ing their way through the woods. Incorporating the original 
course, they ended up with 2.1-miles mostly through the 
dense woods. 

Beginning the course, entrants have it fairly easy for a 
few feet. In fact, just enough to get up a good head of 
steam before entering the Sawtooth, a series of 45-degree 
turns. At one time the Sawtooth had a railroad-tie block 
which served as a braking test. 

Entering the woods, cars cress a rough, 5-foot oil-drum 
bridge that lies deceptively out of line with the narrow 
course. Club members recall the 25 tons of dirt required 
to fill the narrow gap, and shudder at thoughts of missing 
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the drums and pitching into the rocky creek below. 
The driver then passes a chicane to Thread the Needle, 
where he must weave through seven giant trees, the last 
; two only 7-feet apart and just before 90-degree turns. 
After Thread the Needle and another series of 90-degree 
y turns, drivers mush through a 75-foot marsh that really 
warms up to its muddy worst after several cars have blazed 
the trail. Jutting with roots and nature-planned washboard 
| ruts, the marsh boasts one hard maple that has claimed the 
course-record Special and a Morris Minor. 
J The second bridge is a rough wooden platform, with just 


enough play in the railroad ties and rough wooden planks 
to threaten another dunk in the rocky creek. 
Passing another marsh, the uninitiated usually finds him- 


4 self with four wheels off the ground after an unexpected, in- 
nocent-looking dip. With barely time to recover from flying 
low over the marshes, he enters the Carousel. After a sharp 

4 right turn, cars climb a short but extremely steep incline, 

topped by a 90-degree turn studded with thick trees and 


low-hanging limbs. 

Coming again into the light of day, drivers face a long 
straight, ending with a diminishing radius turn into the 
Light Bulb. In this turn you meet yourself coming back 
with only a three-foot difference at the narrowest point. 
Even some of the smallest cars must drift into the tight 
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Hoods, sidecurtains and warm clothes are the order of 
day. This course gets real interesting when snow falls. 


t 


1 hs aeRO: PE Spine, 


Average time for the 2.1 mile course is 
4:30, with a TR3 holding record 4:09. 
Admittedly, it wasn’t made on snow. 


John Petrone, who holds the course record, gets 
his Austin A35 back onto road through marshes. 
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turning radius. Richardson’s Round, entered blind, is a 
deceptive hairpin bordered by an innocent-looking turf 
banked to slip a car. Then it’s into the Waltz, where one 
turns right, left, right to waltz time, and sweeps around a 
left bend into the deceleration strip. 

In spite of the rugged tour, no serious accidents have been 
recorded. All cars must have safety belts, all drivers must 
wear helmets (and goggles in open cars), and no half ton- 
neau covers are permitted. Exacting tech inspections are 
held for the events, and each driver is required two practice 
runs. Adding a professional touch and a safety note to the 
scene are the five field telephones owned by the club. 
Stations are operated at the start-finish line and at roughest 
obstacles in the course. 

Original financial output in building the course has been 
less than $200, and the only yearly expense is the mowing 
of the paddock and spectator areas. Even trophies are made 
by club members, and three are given for each event in each 
class. An entry fee of $2 per car more than covers club 
expenses for the events. 

The trials is a picnic-type family affair, where the 
spectators hike into the woods to watch from behind sub- 
stantial-looking trees. Most fans drive smaller cars, but 
everything up to Jags run the course. Average time for the 
2.1 mile track is four and a half minutes, with a TR-3 hold- 
ing the record of 4:09. 

A one-mile road course is now under construction and 
every weekend, cloud or shine, finds club members dragging 
the road with whatever equipment is at hand. For your own 
club, the bash makes an exciting change from the usual 
rally-gymkhana activities. In the summer it’s a challenge, in 
the winter it’s slush, in the spring and fall it’s a muddy 
mess . . . but it separates the men from the boys. And it’s 
a work-together project at low cost. 

Yearly open trials are held at Brookfield and the stout 
hearted (and stout fendered) are always welcome. 


Janet Groene 


Entering the dense woods, track is ndrrow and shrubbery so thick that drivers “fly blind” into 90° Sawtooth. 








From Nice to New York—people 
who know cars—know CASTROL! 


...the one motor oil made specifically for 
fine passenger cars...ask for CASTROL 
for your car! The Masterpiece in Oils. 


CASTROL 


World’s largest exclusive 


producer of /ubricants. 
CASTROL OILS, Incorporated 


75 WEST STREET, NEW YORK 6, N.Y. 
...A Division of the Wakefield Group 








GET MORE ENJOYMENT 


te OWN = sAND GREATER SAFETY 
“" MOTOMETER 
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PRECISION INSTRUMENTS 


A COMPACT, PRECISION 


FUEL LEVEL GAUGE 
FOR THE VW INN ID) KG 


(‘56 and later 





@ An all-electric, completely reliable instru 


ment. Features a heavily-chromed case and 
uminous pointer. Extremely easy, do-it 


yourself installation 


ACTUAL 
SIZE Mode! 1836/40 $1495 


Keeps a constant check on the condition and perform- 
ance of the entire electrical system. 1-¥/16" heavily- 
chromed frame ring. For any yix-volt system. 

Medel 502/40, 495 


OIL TEMP GAUGE 


Warns of over- or under-heated oil. Protect your engine 
with this new, all-electric oil temp gauge. 1-9/16” in 
diameter. 


Model 1830/40, $1295 


3-IN-1 DASH INSTRUMENT 


Fuel Level Gauge, Oil Temp Gauge and Ammeter in 
one handsome cluster. 2-3/8” heavily-chromed case 
houses all three. Complete kit, with sensing units. 


For ‘56 and later VW and KG, $29°5 


ELECTRIC CLOCK 


This accurate, electric clock makes a handsome, useful 
addition to your dashboard. It measures only 2-3/8” 


in diameter. For six-volt systems. 


Model 1832/60, #1495 
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TIRE TESTERS 


Improper inflation RUINS your tires. Correctly inflated 
tires last longer, run cooler, brake better. Be SURE with 
your own Precision Tire Gauge. 


| With Genuine 
| Chelee of Copillarytype, or Clochtype, WR 


Leather Pouch 


Dashboard Adapter Plates for ‘58 VW, available with any of the above 
instruments. In colors to match your cor. $1.00 
Heavily-chromed Under-the-Dash Mounting Bracket for any car. $1.75 


Write for Booklet ¢ Dealer Inquiries Invited 


FISHER PRODUCTS CORP. - 21-25 44TH DRIVE - L. |. CITY, N. Y. 











HILLMAN 


(Continued from page 31) 


thing for the sport that doesn’t have to 
work, but anyone who’s driven, say, an 
Aston through New York traffic certainly 
understands why automatic transmissions 
are popular in the cities. But if you don’t 
want to go automatic, widely spaced ratios 
are the next best thing. 

Coupled to a 4.778 rear, fourth gear is, 
naturally, one to one. Down-shifting into 
third, one hits a 1.49 ratio that peaks out 
at 55 mph indicated. Second gear, with a 
2.47 ratio, is not a true second: it is a first 
gear, and is to be used as such, according 
to the manual. First gear, 3.567 ratio, is 
called Emergency Low, and is to be used 
only when starting on steep grades, under 
heavy load, or pulling out of snow or mud. 

A few paragraphs ago, speaking about 
the Husky’s poor streamlining, we men- 
tioned two penalties. The first was lack of 
directional stability in wind; the second is 
demonstrated by the acceleration times we 
recorded on the straight at Lime Rock, 
where, on two separate runs, we treated a 
30 mph wind first as a tail wind, and then 
as a head wind. On our 0-40 mph run, we 
needed 12.2 seconds in both directions; 0-50 
mph required 21.2 seconds against the 
wind, but only 16.8 with it; the 0-60.run 
took us 36.5 seconds against the wind, but 
we made it in only 28.3 seconds with the 
wind pushing at the tailgate. Wind resis- 
tance area is big, and the fuel consumption 
of the engine is small. 

But this year’s engine is no weak sister, 
either. Formerly, the Husky was powered 
by a side-valve engine that has now been 
replaced by a square, 85 cubic inch ohv 
version: It may not give the most pep in 
its displacement class, but it certainly does 
in its dollar class. This engine is easy to 
work on, economical to operate and built 
to last a long time. Piston speed is low, 
and even though Hillman desn’t say much 
about it, the top compression ring is 
chromed. 

The practice of chroming rings dates 
back to the early days of WWII, when 
military engines were shipped to the des- 
erts of North Africa. Operating under 
severe dust conditions, fifty hours was par 
for any engine before rebuild. Increasing 
filtration efficiency to 99% doubled this, 
but it was still far too short. In despera- 
tion, chroming the rings was tried. To 
make a long story short, it was found that 
this process increased engine life in the 
order of 300 to 400 per cent, even under 
these punishing conditions. You can expect 
durability from your Husky, as well as a 
somewhat longer break-in period, possibly 
as long as 5000 miles. Our test machine, 
with only about 1500 miles on the odom- 
eter, still had a heavy appetite for oil. It 
would seem to be good business for Hill- 
man to inform buyers that the top ring is 
chromed. 














e RALLYE EQUIPMENT « 
NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW 
NEW SUPREME RALLY INDICATOR — 9” Dial, 
25” scale, highest quality and accuracy. Each mile 
numbered to 60. With leather case.............--.--0-.2...--$14 
NEW iMPROVED DUAL ELECTRIC COUNTER — 


Push button reset — dash or clipboard mount — 
weighs 17 oz. Fits any ear. Complete...................... $98 
6” Rally Indicator with leather case.................... $8.50 
Stop-watch holder with screws $2.50, with board 


clip , 

All items postpaid with check or’ M.O. Write today. 
tevens Engineering Co., (Dept. S ; 

2421 Military Ave., W. Los Angeles 64, California 
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But once broken in, there is no reason 
to expect anything but longevity. Cruising 
speed is up to 60 mph before there is any 
noticeable wind noise, and you can hold 
velocity without complaint from the en- 
gine. It accelerates well without flat spots, 
running through the gears to fifty-five, 
when you have to shift into high gear. 
Fourth pulls well, and considering the 
weight, frontal area, and number of cubic 
inches involved, does a pretty fair job in 
the power department. Bringing in peak 
torque at 2000 rpm saves a lot of shifting. 
You can run as slow as 20 mph in high 
without lugging — a boon to the wife who 
really doesn’t know what lugging is. 

Hillman has provided a hydraulically- 
actuated clutch that insulates the foot from 
the engine and lessens the required pres- 
sure to compress the springs of the single- 
disc assembly. The brakes stop positively 
without swerve, and work very easily. Our 
brake test — ten successive emergency stops 
from 50 mph — registered slightly less than 
2% g on each stop, which by any standard 
constitutes good brakes. After the last stop, 
we had about half of our pedal left, but we 
could have made many more safe stops. 
Very little additional pressure was re- 
quired, and recovery of nearly full pedal 
was very rapid. 

Summing up our experiences with the 
road test Husky, certainly there are areas 
for improvement. The biggest one seems 
to be that most of the information released 
to the general public talks in such gen- 
eralities that the purchaser (or borrower, 
in our case) doesn’t know exactly what he 
is getting, and therefore has to experiment. 
For example, the chromed rings require a 
lot of break-in, and a lot of people wonder 
why a new car uses so much oil. Another 
thing is the correct pressures in the tires. 
Over-inflated tires make this normally 
good-handling car hard to bend off the 
straight line. The Husky is a good machine, 
and the discriminating purchaser wants to 
know how to get the most out of it. 

The things we liked about it most were 
its snappy feeling on the road. You don’t 
get tired driving it, and you can run it up 
j with the sporting machinery, as we did at 
‘ Lime Rock. As far as handling is con- 
cerned, it could be an excellent rally ma- 
chine. We also tried it out as a station car 
that drove to the 8:00 in the morning and 
met the 5:11 in the evening. We saved time 
and shoe leather by parking close to the 
platform in spaces that the big boys 
couldn’t dream of fitting into. We took it 
to parties, where dress, though not formal, 
was dress — and we were not out of place. 

There are two other Huskies where 
we live. Making our own Galluping poll, 
we asked each owner how much he would 
take for his machine. The answers were 
basically the same. 

“Sell my Husky? Sorry, it’s not for sale.” 

Len Griffing 
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Seven distinctive mod. 
els. Fit any chassis 
Coupes — Roadsters — 
All sizes. 
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SIMCA, the Economy King, 
outperforms anything 
in its price class 
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The top experts of “Sports Cars Illustrated” magazine made the tests, 
and reported that S/MCA “will outperform anything in its price class.” 
They also wrote: “SIMCA’S speed, space, acceleration, comfort, 
roadability and price are all carefully aimed at making it the most car 
for the money built anywhere in the world.” And it’s true! The great 
new SIMCA is a fabulous automobile buy. It’s the car that got 42.6 
MPG in authentic tests, and even pulled a 9 ton bus to show its deep- 
breathing power. And SIMCA is a Family Size car. You'll see that 


right away, when you drive the Economy King, the Paris-built SIMCA. 


MUA 


SIMCA, INC. 445 Park Avenue, New York 22, New York 





Sales and Service 


Throughout America 
Overseas Delivery, too! 
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Coupe de Sport, only $2,499 P.O. £. Western states, slightly higher. 


SPORTS-CAR ZOOM! FAMILY-CAR ROOM! 


INTRODUCING —the brightest new performers 


on the '58 horizon... 


developed from successes 


in European rallies and the world-famous Mille 
Miglia Road Race. Many extras at no extra cost: 
dual carburetors, full-fiow oil filter, single-unit 


3-Position Convertible just $2,649 P.O.c. 
Western states, slightly higher. 







construction for greater strength, turbo-slotted 
wheel discs, race-proven brakes and transmis- 
sion, foam rubber seats, comprehensive sports 
car instruments, and 2-speed electric windshield 
wipers. See your Hillman/Sunbeam dealer! 


‘58 SUNBEAM RAPIER 


A Rootes Product e Rootes Motors, Inc., 505 Park Avenue, New York, N. Y. ¢ 9830 West Pico Bivd., 


Los Angeles, Calif. « 


In Canada: Rootes Motors (Canada) Ltd., Toronto, Montreal, 


Vancouver 





LARGEST 
FOREIGN CAR PARTS 








STOCK IN THE U.S.A. 





Quickest delivery 
from our 3 warehouses 
on these leading makes: 


MAHLE—pistons 
BREMI—ignition parts 
LIVIA—valves 
FREN-DO—brake linings 
TECALEMIT—filters 
HELLA—lighting equipment 


NEW ENGLAND WAREHOUSE: 
14 Franklin St., 
Alliston (Boston ) 34, Mass. 
Tel: AL 4-4555 
CALIFORNIA WAREHOUSE: 
1827 South Hope St. 
Los Angeles 15, Cal. * Tel: RI 7-5255 





COLUMBIA MOTOR CORP. 


hae Ala aa ee ee 


419 East 110th St., 
EN 9-5200 








SUPERCHARGE 
YOUR 


(D-A 


for REAL 
sports car 
performance 


WITH A 


JUDSON 
Te Oe Oe Ce 





50% MORE HORSEPOWER 
GUARANTEED 


Get all the power out of your MG-A... 
power that you never realized was there. 
Just for fun—Drive a supercharged 
MG.-A. It gives you more than improved 
performance, it gives you a thrilling 

new experience in motoring. 


Write for literature 


JUDSON RESEARCH & MFG. CO. 


CONSHOHOCKEN 3 PENNA. 

















(Continued from page 29) 
the competition alive, placing first, second, 
third, fourth and fifth. This sweeping vic- 
tory naturally sent the Midget sales curve 
into a vertical climb, and finally sold MG 
on the future pursuit of speed honors in 
every available field — but always, as be- 
fore, at the customers’ expense. Apropos, 
it should perhaps be reemphasized that 
before World War II the MG company 
never participated directly in racing or 
record breaking. The many celebrities who 
drove their equipment were customers in 
the literal sense, though it is probably true 
that the more successful ones weren’t ex- 
actly the victims of profiteering at MG’s 
hands. The company pursued this policy 
consistently until the melancholy day in 
August of 1935 when Lord Nuffield, who'd 
been virtually the sole proprietor of MG, 
sold it as a package to Morris Motors, in 
which his sway was something less than 
absolute. Morris wanted no part of racing 
and records, and many years were to pass 
before another competitions department 
was established in a quiet corner of the 
little plant across from Abingdon’s ceme- 
tery. 

Cecil Kimber, the executive head of 
MG up to the time of his death, was per- 
sonally a burning enthusiast for racing. 
Although big enough to delegate author- 
ity to qualified subordinates, he sometimes 
found it difficult in the heat of races to 
button his mouth against utterances con- 
flicting with the orders issued by his ap- 
pointed team controller. The 1931 Double 
Twelve produced a case in point. At the 
end of the first twelve hour round (busi- 
ness was spread over two days, with an 
overnight armistice between them), the 
Midgets were leading comfortably; so 
comfortably, in fact, it made him uncom- 
fortable. He therefore adjured Cecil 
Cousins, the works employee who was con- 
trolling the vanguard team of C-types, to 
make them for Pete’s sake take it easy 
the following day. Cousins, convinced that 
his schedule made sense as it stood, 
wriggled out of the quandary by arranging 
with the drivers that when he hung out 
GO SLOW signals, this meant keep right 
on going as you are. He did, they obeyed 
the code implicitly, and Kimber noted 
with satisfaction his counsels were being 
heeded. 

1931 was the Midget’s annus mirabilis. 
Four weeks after the Double Twelve, C- 
types finished first and third in the Irish 
GP at Phoenix Park, Dublin. Less than 
three months later again, Phoenix history 
repeated itself exactly at the Ards circuit, 
Northern Ireland, where Cs placed first 
and third in Britain’s grande epreuve, the 
TT. These races were of course run on 
handicap, and by a coincidence the two 
top Midgets were separated by a blown 


(Continued on page 50) 
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SPORTS CARS IN ACTION 
| Se. FULL COLOR PAINTINGS 


by FRANK WOOTTON 








Europe’s foremost car illustrator 
and authority o Sports and Rac- 
ing cars. - 


ror 
CME OPesosren 


For the first time in the United States, we offer Full Color 8% x 11 
action prints of the Maserati and Ferrari Grand Prix, Mercedes-Benz 
300 SL, Triumph TR 3, Jaguar XK-140MC, Porsche Speedster, Corvette 
and Thunderbird. These paintings are authentic in detail, beautifully 
lithographed and available now at the low price of $5.00 for the 
complete set of six prints. 


Send check or money order to SPORTS CAR PRINTS, 40 E. 49th St., New York 17, New York 

















FOREIGN CAR PARTS 
LARGEST STOCK IN U.S.A. 


immediate Delivery 


BRITISH CAR PARTS ~~ GERMAN CAR PARTS FRENCH CAR PARTS 





HEPOLITE —Piston & Rings KOLBENSCHMIDT —Pistons MONOPOLE-POISSY ~pitene, Rings. 
WELLWORTHY —Pistons & Rings ATE —Lockheed Brake Parts 
JAMES —Vaives & Guides ATE —v Ring Sets CURTY & Cie. —Gaskets, Oi! Seals 
TERRY —Vaive Springs Fas TOUS LES COUSSINETS —Engine 
PAYEN —Gaskets & Oi! Seals : Clutches Bearings 
BORG & BECK —Ciutches REINZ —Gaskets SOCIETE FERODO—Brake Linings. 
LOCKHEED & GIRLING —8rake Parts GREER —Oil Seais_ Clutches, Fertec 
FERODO —Brake Linings, Fan Belts SWF —Windshield Wipers & Motors DES FREINS LOCKHEED —S8rake Parts 
LUCAS —ignition, Lamps. etc. FRESE —Bumpers & Mirrors SOCIETE S.E.V. —ignition, Fuel Pumps, 
' GLACIER —Engine Bearings Wipers 
VANDERVELL —Engine Bearings GLYCO —Engine Bearings MARCHAL —Lamps. Light Units 
RANSOME & MARLES —Bali & Roller BOSCH —Spark Plugs & ignition 
PARIS—RHONE —Generators, Starters, 
poeta ENERGIT —Brake and Ciutch Linings poner smi 
WHITELEY —Water Pumps, Tie Rods, 
Universals VARTA —Batteries S.N.R.—Bali and Roller Bearings 
And other top lines And other top lines And other top lines 
Dealers may apply for catalog. WHOLESALE ONLY. Catalog for dealers only. 
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72 East 131 Street, New York 37,N. Y 
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NEW 


ignition analyzer kit 


half the price 


rok Moe oRastot-ta-tchi mmr lal-lh se 4 ie) 


SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED 





MODEL IA-1 


So" 


* easy to build * locates ignition trouble 


* shows adjustments necessary for peak 
performance 


Here is a professional type ignition analyzer in ‘‘do-it-yourself"’ kit form to 
make your engine service and adjustment work easier. You can do a better 
job—and do it faster, with this new service tool. Quickly connects to engine 
to show complete wave cycle of ignition system and reveal troubles in plugs, 
coil, distributor, condenser, points, timing, etc. Comparable to units selling 
for more than twice the price. No electronic experience required for success- 
ful construction. Kit includes all parts, step-by-step instructions, and large 
pictorial diagrams. Send for details—or order your ignition analyzer now! 









ii hiateieehe HEATH COMPANY « BENTON HARBOR 26, MICH. 


| a subsidiary of Daystrom, Inc. 
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ABINGDON 
(Continued from page 48) 


Alfa Romeo at Dublin and Ards both. 
After the Irish GP and before the TT, 
Powerplus blowers, rotating at 68 percent 
of engine speed, were grafted onto the 
Midgets, hung between the dumbirons 
and driven through internally cut reduc- 
tion gears. The C engine had been de- 
signed with a switch to blowers in mind, 
and the supercharging experience already 
gained with EX120 proved valuable when 
the makeover was tackled. 

The C-type MG, a derivative of the 
slow but serviceable M model which had 
founded the Midget strain in 1929 and 
was to stay in production until mid-32, 
was one of the prettiest cars ever to be 
hung with octagons. Establishing a prac- 
tice that would become an Abingdon tra- 
dition, it had a twin, the D-type, of gener- 
ally similar design but with an extra 
100 cc under the hood and without spe- 
cific competition pretensions. 

In 1932 the Double Twelve was ditched 
and replaced by an integral 1000 miler 
at Brooklands. In marathons like these, 
Midgets and midget-sizers generally en- 
joyed an incidental advantage insofar as 
their lightness and accessibility lent them- 
selves to trackside renovations on a scale 
that the weightier competition couldn't 
even contemplate. By this token, a pit 
operation perhaps without precedent was 
undertaken by MG during the '32 Thou- 
sand Miles. Hugh Hamilton, who SCI 
readers met in Russ Kelly’s This was 
Nuvolari last June, severely loused up the 
bottom end of his C-type’s engine while 
the race was yet young. Diagnosing that 
no repair job was practicable, the pit 
manager decided to switch a complete 
engine out of a practice car on the side- 
lines. It wasn’t surprising that the equipe 
hadn't provided itself with a crane for 
such a purpose, but they weren’t going to 
be beaten for the lack of a make-do dodge. 
Cousins, nearly six and a half feet tall and 





What passed for the narrowest car in 
the world, in ’35—a super-streamlined 
MG Midget, built around Miss Doreen 
Evans, who raced it at opening meet. 


strong to boot, was shunted into position, 
a rope was passed under the damaged 
engine and over Cousins’ arched neck, 
two men heaved on the end of the line, 
and the mill was out. When all was set 
to implace the substitute, Cousins stiff- 
ened his spine and played cranes all over 
again. Hamilton got back into the act, 
finished the race and enabled Goldie 
Gardner’s C-Midget trio to win the team 
prize. 


(Continued on page 64) 
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under its current management. In that time we’ve come a long way. Our much or too little on one or another subject? Only our readers can tell 
readership has tripled and SCI is sold all over the world, wherever there us the answer to this. You don’t even have to sign the questionnaire if 
are people who believe an automobile can be something more than a you don’t feel like it. Just fill it out and send it to the The Editors, 
mere tool for carting the human form from point to point. This is truly Sports Cars Illustrated, One Park Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. If 
gratifying, believe us. But no magazine, especially one devoted to a you don’t feel like tearing out the page, please feel free to make a 
specialized field, is faultless. There is always room for improvement and copy. Either way, let’s hear how you feel about things. 


1. Following is a list of subjects covered in each issue of this magazine. Please check to indicate whether you would 





READERS’ SURVEY... 


It is now two years, give or take a month, since SCI came 


































to that end is the following set of questions. Have we been doing too 


like to see more coverage, about the same, or less coverage, of each one listed. 


More Same Less More Same Less 
ee ee . : eee eer ee ee 
Sports Cars Personalities . . . . Conversion . . - - - - + . 
ener GCompetem@ss ww lt tlt 
a . Re ad ae” ie. Letters (from readers) . . . . 
Technical Reports . . . . - . Technical Notes . a brallta® 
Cut-Away Diagrams . . . . =. - ee ee ae ee er 


2. Which of the articles in this issue did you like best; which did you like least? Please list below. 














Liked Best Liked Least 
1. 1. 
2. 2. 
3 . 
3. Do you keep your issues of SCI for reference? YES NO 
4. In addition to yourself, how many other persons read your copy of SCI? 2 3 4 5 or more NONE 
&. Do you read any other automotive magazines? YES NO 
Read Regularly Read Occasionally 
Type 
6. What cars do you own? _ Sports Touring Make Year 
7.a. Have any parts of the car(s) you now own been replaced or modified? yes NO 
b. (IF YES) Please check below which parts were replaced or modified. 
Replaced Modified Replaced Modified 
| ee ee ee — EP as ot I a 
Ee eer er oe ain Complete engine . . . . . . 
ee ia. a. Sela fF Bee 0% Gears or gearboxes . . . . . 
_. J ee ae ee ee es Supercharger . . . . . - 


Rings and bearings . ... . Other (Please list) 


c. In the past 12 months about how much have you spent on the replacement or modification of any parts of your 


present car(s)? 7 = 
8.0. Have you added any extras in accessories or equipment to your present car(s)? yes NO 
b. (IF YES) What have you added and about how much have you spent for extras on your present car(s)? 
Added Amount Spent 
— $ 
9. a. Have you participated in any racing in the past 12 months? yes NO 
b. (IF YES) In what capacity? CE el AMM ll 
10. Have you participated in any rallies within the past 12 months? YES NO 
11. Have you attended any races in the past 12 months? YES NO 
12. Approximately how many miles have you personally driven in the past 12 months? miles 
13. Are you now a member of any automobile club or organization? YES NO 
14. Are you. . . Male Semele 18. How old are you? Years 


16. What is your occupation (please include title or position) 





17. What was the highest grade of school you completed? Elementary School High School College Other 








Geneva, 

The 1958 competition scene is clearer 
now than it was back in mid-winter when 
we made our pre-season forecast. The 
biggest news comes out of Maranello, 
where Ferrari engineers are putting the 
final touches to a 2.5 liter V-6 sports car. 
The power plant is, of course, directly 
descended from their new Formula I and 
Il “Dino” V-6 that appeared last year 
both in 1.5 liter and 2 liter form. For 
1958, Enzo Ferrari and his engineers have 
developed a new tubular sports car chassis 
to take the remarkably potent V-6. It sits 
dead center with the drive running via 
a 250 Europa gear box to a live rear axle. 
No other details are available at present 
but if current tests prove satisfactory, 
look for this new sports version of the 
“Dino” to make a debut either at the 
1000 km race on the Niirburgring or at 
Le Mans. 

Further changes have been made to the 
Formula I V-6. Peter Collins has been 
testing the latest model with a lighter, 
more rigid chassis at Monza. Several cars 
have now been built and Ferrari will 
make the Grand Prix of Monaco at 
Monte Carlo his first big attempt at re- 
gaining ground lost in Formula racing 
during 1957. 





Latest type frame for Ferrari 250 GT 


The situation at Maserati looks con- 
siderably better than it did 5 months ago. 
Fangio will enter into an agreement to 
“hire” the latest version of the 250F For- 
mula car which is ready now. Lighter, and 
with engine mods to allow the car to run on 
aviation fuel, the new six cylinder will be 
at Monte Carlo driven by Fangio. Ugolini 
and Guerino Bertocchi will, of course, be 
backing Fangio to the hilt in addition to 
assisting private owners of 250F Maseratis. 

From England comes word that Van- 
wall are more than pleased with tests 
carried out through the winter on their 
car to get it running satisfactorily on 
aviation gas. Lewis-Evans and Tony 
Brooks have both been driving the car 
at Silverstone and were able to set up 
times that closely equalled previous lap 
records when using special fuel. No major 
changes other than engine development 
are expected on the Vanwall for 1958. 





Word is that there has been no appre 
ciable horsepower drop from the powei 
plant. 

BRM have a new chassis. It is consid- 
erably lighter than last year’s and in 
addition, suspension mods prescribed by 
Colin Chapman have been carried out 
over the winter. With both Jean Behra 
and Harry Schell signed on to the BRM 
equipe in '58, we may just see the Owen 
Racing Organization do something this 
year. 

Aston-Martin definitely have a single- 
seater Formula I car running on test. 
At present the word is that the car may 
appear towards the end of the year after 
further trials are carried out this sum- 
mer. It is a 2.5 liter derivation of the 
DBRI 3-liter power plant, but with a 
monoposto chassis. As in any racing car 
running in Formula racing, weight is one 
of the prime considerations, and Aston 
is trying now to cut pounds away from 
their design. Shortage of drivers will also 
hamper David Brown’s entry into For- 
mula I racing, unless he manages to sign 
up Moss at the last minute. At this writ- 
ing, Stirling has still not signed with 
Vanwall, although he will drive Aston- 
Martins in international sports car com- 
petitions. 

The Cooper success at Buenos Aires has 
given real impetus to the efforts of John 
Cooper. With Rob Walker running his 
own Cooper Climax and several works 
Coopers on the starting line—perhaps 
with Moss behind the wheel of one— 
Formula racing is going to get a real 
shot in the arm in ’58. Colin Chapman’s 
team of Formula I Lotuses is gradually 
taking shape and the first race for them 
will be Monte Carlo. 

Sticking to Chapman for a moment, 
progress of the “Elite” coupe first seen 
last year at Earls Court is moving ahead, 
but not as fast as the countless prospective 
buyers of the car would like. Vibration 
tests have been carried out at DeHavil- 
land Aircraft Company on jigs to sort out 
any difficulties that might crop up with 
the new epoxy resin bodies. Production 
of the “Elite” should get under way pres- 
ently, with the first demonstrators being 
delivered while you read this. Chapman 
has had a car on the road in England 
and is apparently pleased with prelimi- 
nary results. Be patient! 


The Geneva show has come and gone 
without being a really inspiring event as 
such. Only one or two shows every year 
rate coverage. Frankfurt, the German 
auto exposition held every two years, is 
always the most significant. Most manu- 
facturers hold back new cars expressly 


sll 


By Jesse L. Alexander 


for introduction at Frankfurt. Turin is 
always interesting from the coachwork 
and styling standpoint. We actually saw 
one of the Ghia Imperial limousines on 
the road the other day here in Geneva. 
If you think a Lincoln is long, wait until 
you see the Ghia in real life. 

Pinin Farina has designed a compact 
and attractive body for the Fiat 1200 
Gran Lucé, and the car will be distrib- 
uted by Hoffman in New York. 

Alfa-Romeo hope to get their “Sprint 
Spéciale” into production by early sum- 
mer. The body maker and stylist, Bertone, 
has improved the exterior trim slightly, 
as well as providing more interior head 
room. The machine is very light—de- 
signed directly for competition—and will 





be seen first in Gran Tourismo racing on 
the Continent. 

As far as this correspondent is con- 
cerned, the highlight of the Geneva show 
was being allowed to drive the Maserati 
3.5 Gran Tourismo in the morning and 
in the afternoon of the same day, have 
a run in the latest Ferrari 250 Europa 
GT coupe. First impressions are often 
misleading and no great conclusions can 
be drawn at present, but 15 minutes be- 
hind the wheel of the Maser and a bit 
longer time driving the Ferrari make for 
interesting comparisons. First, the Ferrari 
we drove was as smooth and quiet at low 
speed as an American car. Poking along 
at 1000 rpm in top gear at 35 mph in 
trafic made one think he was in a Gen- 
eral Motors product. But one flick to the 
gas and a pop into second and you're 
in for a real surprise. The car moves out 
from underneath you. I have never driven 
such a thrillingly responsive machine as 
the Ferrari. The valve train noise, the 
feel of the rugged yet silent and silk 
smooth gear box, close pedal placement, 
the low seating position with your feet 
almost directly out in front of you, and 
the seemingly huge rev counter placed 
almost directly behind the steering wheel 
‘are features and impressions that must 
mold one’s opinions. Steering is light, and 














the Ferrari is as maneuverable as an MG. 
It possesses a solid-comfortable competi- 
tion ride that directly contrasts with the 


road feel of the Maserati GT. Maser’s WATCH OF THE YEAR 


have obviously attempted to construct a THE 
docile, softly-sprung high-speed touring 
coupe, rather than produce in series pro- ( . MI 4h 
duction a spirited near full-race Gran 8 
a | 
lfourismo competitor, which is what the , q im 
- é p " rm 
Ferrari is. M a Ss T a R ; f L iat 
: | 
p We 


| 





| The Maserati is a success for what it is 
meant to be, but whether it will stand up 
under daily road use is something that 
has yet to be determined. There is con- 
siderably more room in the Maserati for 
luggage and an _ occasional passenger, 
while the Ferrari is severely limited, par- 
ticularly so in the new, open “California” 
model. Acceleration “feel” on the Maserati 
is not quite so violent as the Ferrari, but 
the Maser does not “hang about” as the 
British so aptly put it. The centrally- 
mounted gear lever is excellently posi- 
tioned, as in the Ferrari. The Maser’s 
rev counter is hidden by a steering wheel 
spoke—one feature we didn’t particularly 
like. A certain amount of road and wheel 
movement was transmitted through the 
steering of the Maserati, while the Ferrari 
possesses dead-smooth direction. 


The unique GMT-MASTER with revolving rim calibrated into 24 hours, 

and red 24-hour hand, tells the exact time at any two places on the 

earth at once. Officially certified 25 jewel chronometer, especially 

Brakes on both are extremely potent designed to fit the needs of air-pilots, ships’ captains, navigators, 

ne, SSasee Dap. 0.0ckee Rtted as standand, travelers, international business men and members of the armed 
while the Ferrari has a mechanical servo f f : 
forces. Price . . . $240.00 with bracelet . . . f.t.i. 








Other Outstanding Features: Rolex Oyster waterproof case—Perpetual self-winding 
mechanism—shock-resistant, vibration-proof—guaranteed unbreakable mainspring—anti- 
magnetic—super luminous dial and second hand—date on dial changes every midnight. 


tHE Z E P H Y R 





(Baldwin system) installed onto the front 
shoes to give more braking action there 
than on the rear. Stopping the Ferrari 
required a bit more effort on the driver’s 
part, but in every case the car was stopped 


Perhaps the handsomest watch in 


; : , i the world . . . this latest addition 
smoothly and without noise or smell. eal o/s #f h 
Here, then, are two quite special, ar Saw a \\\\\\\)| to the world-famous Oyster Per- 
high-performance Italian Gran Tourismo petual (waterproof, self-winding) 
: coupes, and each, in its own right, is ' | line is the go-everywhere watch for 
bound to make a name for itself. | 


A talk with Uhlenhaut at Geneva con- go-everywhere men. Zephyr fea- 
firmed the current rumors that there is 
nothing to be expected from Mercedes at \\W \ kt. gold engraved bezel, 25 jewel 
least this year. Public opinion against uy “ ee oo 

aa Sg ae . ‘ officially certified chronometer 
motor racing is cited as one reason, the | 
lack of a really interesting formula—and movement. $190.00 f.t.i., bracelet 
finally the fact “that they have too much w Hy extra. Also available in 14 kt. gold. 
else to do”’—are all factors involved. Karl \ Y 
; Kling denied any rumors that an im- 
: proved version of the 190 SL is imminent. 

The Austin-Healey “Sp rite’” was not 
shown at Geneva, the makers holding 


tures a stainless steel case with 14 


— 





6 back for the New York showing. Porsche ROLEX 
intend to build a single seater RSK for ae . OYSTER PERPETUAL 
limited participation in Formula II rac- . 

; ing this summer. The ‘jet cooling” is ‘ > Write for free folders on these watches 

i perfected upto a point, but the word , S 3 and “The Great Adventure.” 

x is that it is not yet ready for use in a long — a 
distance sports car event. A crack at tie AMERICAN ROLEX WATCH CO., INC., 
‘the European Hill Climb championship 580 FIFTH AVE NEW YORK 19, y 








perhaps? 


Jesse Alexander 








SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED 


JUNE ’58 









ia SCHERMANN Full Speed GLOVES are designed 


GOOD THINGS 


for ou and your automobile 


strictly for those who appreciate the finest. 
Vented, ribbed palm, chamois backs, hand sewn. 
Colors: White, Gray, Tan. Men’s Sizes: 8-10, 
SET BE HI escinisescrsssncsssesvestmsanamiotns $10.00 pr. 
(Competition Accessories is sole U.S. Distributor 
for Schermann . . . Dealers wanted) 





DRAGER TIRE GAGE. 
Precision type pre- 
ferred by race drivers. 
Indicates both atmos- 
pores and Ib/sq. in. 
djustable zero......$6.50 








KARMANN GHIA TACHOMETER. Genuine 
VDO .matching instrument. Fits in space 
now occupied by clock. Reads to 5,000 rpm, 
accurate, dependable $55.75 














Competition Accessories 
cleaners are the result 
of much experimentation 
and testing and contain 
only the finest ingre- 
dients, regardiess of 
cost. 





LEATHER CLEANER. Polishes, preserves, im- 
proves appearance $1.7 


PLASTIC CLEANER. Freshens, restores, spray 
on, wipe off $1.75 


gE RUBBER DRESSING. Cleans, livens, pre- 
serves. Plastic bottle..................cccs0 $1.75 
€ VW BUMPER SAVERS (Sedans only) strength- 

ens bumper, bolts on back....$11.95 (set of 2) 


VW CARPETS Full car, 


insulated backing. 
Blue, Black, Gray, Green $12.95 


GHIA CARPETS. Front floor only. Long wear- 
ing fabric, Gray, Black $19.95 


FERRARI won the World's 
Championship again on 
ENGLEBERT tires. You 
can have identical tires 
on your car for safety 
and performance. Write 
for name of nearest dis- 
tributor. 





OILZUM, too, remains 
the “Choice of Cham- 
ions.”” Strictly for tu- 
rication, we stock all 
grades. If your dealer 
can’t 4 you (in the 
West) write. 





We guarantee satisfaction with products advertised 
or money back. To order, mark items, tear out ad. 
We ship next —. Calif. residents add 4% tax. 
We pay itt panies order, 
23% deposit on cop. 





on On OR a 





11704 E. Ventura Bivd. 
Studio City 6 California 














PROFESSIONALISM © 
John Fitch | 


(Continued from page 17) 


same classes and regulations as in the 
past. The purposes of amateurism and the 
SCCA are thus served. Now, for the event 
to attract a solid public following, we have 
the “open” race with about twenty first- 
class cars and drivers, all capable of win- 
ning. In addition to the ones we know, 
such as Hill, Shelby and Hansgen and 
Ferrari, Maserati and Jaguar, soon there 
would be capable American cars (the 
Troutman-Barnes special, for example, 
and Reventlow’s RA, now being prepared) 
as well as ready-made names from the 
“outside” world of racing which does not 
concern itself with the restrictions of 
amateurism. Fangio, Moss, Collins and 
Hawthorn, among others, can be expected 
to grace our circuits when our events 
achieve some public status and financial 
ability, but not before. 

Amateurs would be allowed to race in 
the open event and remain amateurs, pro- 
vided they declared themselves beforehand 
as being ineligible for prizes, as at Sebring. 
However, they could at any time become 
“professional” after which they would not 
be allowed to race against amateurs. Thus 
the amateurs would be “protected”; the 
pros could not invade their province but 
those amateurs who qualified could run 
against the pros. 

An ancillary benefit to amateur racing 
would be that those alleged sub rosa pro- 
fessionals about whom we hear so much 
(but about which nothing is done) would 
leave the amateur events to the “real” 
amateurs. The expense of fielding an ef- 
fectively competitive car by the amateur 
should then be reduced and the SCCA 
might see fit to eliminate or reduce the 
entry fee. In any case, the SCCA exclus- 
ively would continue to regulate amateur 
racing and should find its task an easier 
one. 

However, we realize the SCCA is not 
likely to embrace such a program with any 
enthusiasm. This is unfortunate because 
the probability is that such “open” events 
will soon be held independently, if not 
with the SCCA, at the expense of the 
popularity of SCCA events. 

This is not a dark plot, but a recogni- 
tion of the several strong pressures for 
open racing which now exist in opposition 
to the restrictions of amateurism, whether 
we like them or not. Oddly enough, a 
group of private circuit owners, who 
would not ordinarily be expected to seek 
ways to spend even more money, are the 
most active proponents of open racing. 

By their nature the open races will be 
practically “class-less” with the emphasis 
on overall positions. Therefore most of the 
under two liter modified cars, conceded 
to be easier to drive, would remain ama- 
teur and the faster modified cars, which, 
with notable exceptions, are usually over 
two liters, would be driven by “experts” 
of professional or near-professional ability, 
regardless of any “declarations.” Modern 
sports racing cars being the juggernauts 
they are, they should be driven only by 
comparative experts, as we all know. 

Thus with a few exceptions which would 
be the easier to manage, the SCCA would 
be relieved of an awkward position: that 


(Continued on page 56) 








PLASTIC WINDOWS 





(PORSCHE SIDE PANEL) 


SPORT CAR SIDE PANELS 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


STEVENS PLASTIC SIDE PANELS ARE PRECISION- 
ALLY FABRICATED USING THE BEST GRADES OF 
HIGH IMPACT ACRYLIC PLASTIC MATERIAL. 


ALUMINUM CHANNEL EXTRUSION FRAMES ARE 
USED THUS ALLOWING PLASTIC PANEL TO SLIDE. 
(A) QUALITY FEATURES 

(B) SLIDING PANEL W/PLASTIC KN 

(C) CHROME PLATED KNURLED Loc! K SCREW 
(D) ALL ALUMINUM aan 

) ALL RUBBER SE 

) MOUNTED ON ORIGINAL BRACKET 


RETAIL PRICE LIST 


(1) PORSCHE PER SET '5:\-’58 @ $52.00 
(2) MGA PER SET ’58 @ 58.00 
(3) AUSTIN HEALEY ’53-'5% @ 58.00 
(4) JAGUA AR PEK SET "/,2-'58 @ 72.50 
(5) M & T.F. D 72.50 
(6) TRIUMPH "54-58 @ 72.50 
*PRICES F.0.B. 50% ON ORDER 
PLUS TAXES BALANCE C.0.D. 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
STEVENS PLASTICS 
1615 W. FLORENCE AVENUE 
LOS ANGELES 46, CALIFORNIA 
PL 2-9558 














Nad ENGINE TORQUE 
SPECIFICATION BOOK 









TORQUE 
WRENCHES 


Ldje Time Aeemmacy 


Sold around the world 
by leading hand tool 
manufacturers, mail order 
houses, chain stores, 
specialty houses, 

Write Dept. S 





Is your leather or plastic 
upholstery faded or worn? 
RamCote restores the 
Original color and texture 
to your car's upholstery. 
You can change color. 

om l | | S ‘al 3 S too! Available in eleven 
Restores — Colors standard colors and clear. 
Protects Leather Any shade obtainable by 
Leatherette or inter-mixing colors. Easily 
Vinyl Plastic applied, brush or spray. 


RAM(SQOTE 
nee. 





Won't chip or pec]. Water- 
proof — fadeproof. Use on 
Luggage, Sports Equip- 
ment, Lounge Chairs, etc. 
See your local dealer or 
write for FREE informa- 
tion and color chart. 


RAMCOTE — 
1141 W. 69th St 
Chicage 21, tll. Dept.SC-6 




















Everything for Sports Cars 
— NOW DISMANTLING — 
ALL TYPES OF FOREIGN CARS 
Jaguar, Porsche, VW, MGTD, MGTC, MGTF, Alvis, 
Anglia, Austin Healey, Consul, Hillman, Jowett, Morris, 
Renault, Rover, Singer, Sunbeam, TR2. All inquiries 
welcomed. 
SHERMAN WAY AUTO WRECKERS 
12643 Sherman Way, No. a * ons 
PO. 5-0360 ow. F 
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PROFESSIONALISM 
M.R. J. Wyllie 


(Continued from page 17) 

I beg to differ. 

The number of SCCA drivers who be- 
lieve that professional sports car racing 
would significantly benefit them 1s, per- 
haps, twenty five. To these gentlemen | 
say: follow your beliefs. If you think that 
your driving abilities and crowd-appeal 
are sO surpassingly significant, hire Elk- 
hart Lake, Lime Rock, Riverside, Marl- 
bore, VIR, etc. and run professional sports 
car races. Accept starting money, prize 
money, sign contracts with manufacturers 
and go and get rich — if you can. And, if 
you cannot, after one year (Rule 6) the 
SCCA may reaccept you in its amateur 
races. 

I hate to say this, but I doubt whether 
you have the guts to cut your umbilical 
cord to the SCCA. Perhaps I should say 
that you have the sense not to. What you 
really want is to have your cake and to 
eat it too. You want to get paid to race at 
SCCA events but you also want a less 
privileged class of SCCA member to turn 
out at his own expense as a sort of Greek 
chorus supporting your stellar role. You 
also want, presumably, all the unpaid and 
dedicated men who presently come to run 
the race, patrol the pits, man the flag- 
stations, etc. to continue to do so. Have 
you ever thought that these individuals 
might also appreciate a little recompense? 

I have seen it mooted that financial help 
be limited to a starting fee of $100 — and 
that, to maintain a semblance _ of 
“amateurism”, this fee be given to all 
starters. Do you realise that at the Cum- 
berland National Races in 1957 such a 
starting fee would alone have involved an 
expenditure of over $20,000? And that the 
total profit realised by this highly success- 
ful race run as a charitable venture by a 
dedicated Lions Club and the Steel Cities 
Region of the SCCA was almost precisely 
$20,000? 

The conclusion here is clear and I take 
no credit for drawing it — Charles Moran, 
an ex-President of the SCCA reached the 
same conclusion in 1955. Once you permit 
starting money to be awarded your paid 
entries become limited to those whom the 
promoters believe to be the greatest draw- 
ing cards. It is not a question of ethics or 
morals or good intentions but merely the 
most elementary economics. No promoter 
can offer to pay starting money uniformly 
to an unlimited field of entrants. And if 
starting money must be paid, the starting 
field will be limited — and bang goes the 
most cherished right of all holders of 
SCCA competition licenses. 

The reply to this argument is, presum- 
ably, that starting money need not be 
paid to all entrants but only to those 
whom the promoter feels to have crowd- 
appeal. So the rich get richer and the 
poor, in a manner of speaking, get poorer. 
Much poorer in fact. Without quoting 
names or pointing fingers I can say that 
when this issue was raised with the pro- 
moter of one well-known commercial 
race-course his reply was roughly as fol- 
lows. “If I have to pay starting money to 
some big-name drivers I shall get the 
money by raising the general entry fee 
to $50 or $100.” 

At this juncture I would like to intro- 
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of being obliged to permit any driver to 
suddenly step into the hottest machinery 
made, by virtue of a full competition li- 


cense earned in a stock MG. This is a 
difficult problem. The evaluation of driver 
ability in this realm may always remain 
beyond the ability of committees accred- 
ited by a conscientiously amateur group. 
More important, the SCCA would be re- 
lieved of an untenable position; that of 
condoning or politely ignoring apparent 
professionalism in a sport that professes 
to be amateur, by which it flouts its own 
regulations, its intent and a seemingly 
fundamental obligation to its members. 

Of course, professionalism in itself is not 
“wrong” or every producing person would 
be wrong. Professionalism is wrong only if 
it exists in an activity that professes to be 
amateur. 

You, reader, must think it is a good 
sport or you would not have read this far; 
unfortunately it +s also expensive. But let 
us pay for it as we can so long as we can 
have it, and oaly concern ourselves with 
money when there is not enough to ac- 
complish good purposes. 

To those who predict the SCCA will not 
be willing to accept lesser role (in a tech- 
nical sense), we reluctantly concede the 
possibility, but trust that an organization 
dedicated to the welfare of a sport will not 
seek to perpetuate its own name by deny- 
ing full stature to that sport, especially 
when it chooses to represent only a limited 
segment of it. 

It will be unfortunate indeed if the 
SCCA does not go along with the times, 
for it serves many important functions. 
Aside from the organization of events of 
every kind, it has attracted able people 
over the last ten years who capably dis- 
patch duties of licensing, flagging, com- 
munications, etc. Its most important 
achievement is taken for granted; with 
minor exceptions it has maintained uni- 
form national rules and order in a sport 
rather disposed to disorder, if we are to 
judge by the experience of other U.S. rac- 
ing organizations. The possibility of road 
racing breaking up into regional racing 
organizations with conflicting regulations 
and the “outlaw” system of controlling 
respective members, is the risk that is 
run if the SCCA does not condone, or 
indeed encourage, open racing. 

Assuming the open events, (of which 
about twelve nationally would keep the 
twenty or thirty crews involved busy 
enough) attract the “names’’ now racing 
with the SCCA and the SCCA does not 
allow the open events to co-exist, then the 
SCCA will lose the public following these 
“names” attracted to their events. Need- 
less to say the revenue the public follow- 
ing represents will also be lost to the 
SCCA. Can the SCCA maintain the dom- 
inant place it deserves without successful 
racing? Personally, we hope we never have 
the occasion to find out. 

There are those in the SCCA who dep- 
recate racing and that is certainly their 
privilege, but recognizing the dependence 
of good circuits upon successful racing, 
are they not neglecting the wishes of the 
many members who emphatically do want 
to race? 

(Continued on page 58) 
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PROFESSIONALISM 
M.R. J. Wyllie 


(Continued from page 55) 

duce some personal views. The first is that 
in spite of its popularity sports car racing 
in the U.S.A. has nothing like the mass- 
appeal necessary to support any measure 
of professionalism. I believe this to be true 
because of the innate and entirely natural 
chauvinism of the great American public. 
Because of the attitude of Detroit towards 
racing, sports cars in this country are 
foreign cars. This condition is likely to 
continue. I doubt very seriously the mass 
appeal of racing in foreign cars in a 
country as highly nationalistic as the 
U.S.A. 

The second is the ignorance displayed 
by present sports car crowds with regard 
to the niceties of sports car racing. In my 
view they could not care less whether the 
so-called big-names are or are not par- 
ticipating. All the majority of spectators 
care about is to see the cars run and. if 
possible, to witness accidents. Who wins 
and how he wins is secondary. There is 
not one scintilla of evidence to support 
the view that the participation of the 
present big-name drivers affects signifi- 
cantly the size of a crowd. If the big-name 
drivers were all to retire tomorrow be- 
cause they could no longer afford to race 
the sport would be entirely unaffected; 
overnight a .new set of winners would 
emerge. The degree of competence of the 
newcomers would be quite immaterial. 
It is a salutary thought that the retire- 
ment of Phil Walters (in my view, the 
gré€atest U.S. sports car driver to ‘date) 
and Bill Spear, to name but two, did not 
even ripple the attendance pool. 

Never forget that all the big-name 
drivers who may today drive other 
people’s expensive cars started in the sport 
by driving their own cars. With negligible 
exceptions these individuals are no less 
prosperous now than they were two o1 
three years ago. If they could then afford 
the stock Jaguars or MGs in which they 
achieved their first measure of fame, 
they can certainly afford now to attend 
races at their own expense. These drivers, 
when queried, stoutly maintain that they 
drive “only for the fun of it, but—”. In 
that “but” lies their trouble. They have 
become acclimatised to driving cars more 
expensive than their means permit, to at- 
tending more National events through- 
out the country than their finances will 
stand. They are reluctant to draw in their 
horns, to revert to the conditions they can 
honestly afford. Entirely naturally they 
cling passionately to their present pre- 
rogatives and, indeed, wish to race more 
frequently still in yet swifter cars — and 
the devil take the hindmost. I sympathise 
with them. I understand their ambitions 
and their problems. I appreciate that some 
form of professionalism seems to offer 
them the best of both worlds. I too would 
like means to expand my racing activi- 
ties. Racing is a bug, one that I have my- 
self. But until a majority of the 1800 com- 
petition license holders of the SCCA in a 
free and informed vote out for profes- 
sionalism I must say firmly and honestly: 
Professionalism in the SCCA? No! It would 
sound the death-knell of sports car racing 
in the United States as we know it today. 
And what we know today as SCCA racing 
is still the envy of the automotive world. 

—M. R. J. Wyllie 
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Here is a large complete owner's handbook 
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hine. This book, just compiled by Clymer 

ublications Technical Editor Hank Elfrink, 
tells the owner how to perform service op- 
erations and keep his car in tip top condi- 
tion. Written so the layman can understand 
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book includes Floyd Clymer’s test report with 
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havior. Also Clymer’s comments on manu- 
facturing methods of Renault he saw on his 
visit to the factory in France. 
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the famous Belgian racing driver, Paul Frere. 
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John Fitch 
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Despite any specific charter statements 
in the SCCA constitution, good road rac- 
ing is a primary interest of sports car en- 
thusiasts. Sebring is the high point of U.S. 
road racing while the world’s other major 
races are much discussed and closely fol- 
lowed. Only distance and inaccessibility 
tempers the interest they generate. 

What are the most popular films at club 
meetings? Races, of course, and the bigger, 
the closer and the harder they are fought 
the more popular they are. 

Re the professional aspects of these 
races, did you ever hear anyone say Sebring 
or Le Mans was not interesting or was in 
any way inferior to an American amateur 
event because Sebring and Le Mans are 
“professional?” On the contrary, the en- 
thusiasts’ only concern is how to enter 
these. races or at least to see them. 

At Le Mans or Monza the subject of 
professionalism never occurs to anyone. It 
is known that certain drivers are with 
teams who presumably pay for their serv- 
ices, but a competent independent (French 
for amateur) in a fast car is just as well 
or as badly thought of, as the case may be. 
Whether he is being paid or not, no one 
cares— “the sport’s the thing.” Financial 
considerations are regarded, as in other 
sports, as a regrettable if unavoidable 
nuisance, no more, no less. How can this 
be doubted when it is apparent that with 
a rare exception or two only a handful of 
people can manage even a precarious liv- 
ing from racing? What is more convincing 
is that the nature of racing is such that no 
conceivable prize could induce anyone to 
race if he didn’t like it. 

To the charge that the bait of money 
prizes will bring dangerous, cut-throat 
driving and dirty tactics, we can reply 
from first-hand knowledge that drivers 
are the-same whether the prize is a cup 
or a purse. American track drivers like 
Pat O’Connor and the late Bob Sweikert 
who have entered road races have driven 
not one bit differently—they, the 
Europeans and the American “amateurs” 
drive one way—to win. Does anyone 
really imagine that Phil Hill drives 
less intensely at Elkhart Lake than in 
Messina? To those who have a passing 
acquaintance with the facts, the question 
is pointless. The fact that road racing is 
a singularly demanding sport with an 
automatic discipline based on physics is 
the guarantee that it will always be con- 
ducted as a sport. 


Freedom is a big idea and one that 
works pretty well in the long run, no 
matter what the subject. Unfortunately 
the amateur rule in American road racing 
reserves the sport to a small minority — it 
is exclusive to a degree that becomes un- 
wholesome. 

It is in fact, a cumbersome, artificial re- 
striction of not only the sport, but sports 
car development and driver opportunity 
which has outlived its former usefulness. 
To crown its self-condemnation, it does 
not work, as the proponents of amateur- 
ism themselves readily admit. It’s time fon 
a new look at an old sport. 

John Fitch 








ROYZE, INC. 
DIRECT IMPORTERS 
Original and Replacement Equipment 
Wholesale - Retail 





VW Axle Boot — Split-type, American-long- 
Nesta ONIONS ois ide mae $1.75 


Uni-syn Multiple 
Carburetor 
Synchronizer 

Uni-syn, an_ instru- 

ment for balancing 

multiple carburetors 
of any type, down 
draft or side draft. 

* Sturdy construc- 

tion ° Positive 

float readings ° 

¢ Fits all carbu- 

retor sizes °* En- 
thusiastically rec- 
ommended by users 

* No adaptors 

needed. 

No C.0.D.‘s — Price ppd. $9.95 

Bosch Germany Automotive electrical equipment « 

Schier ignition contacts * Carburetor Gasket Kits 

Engine Gasket Kits ¢ Oil Filter Cartridges «+ 

SWF windshield wiper equipment « 
Metric & Whitworth tools 
PLUS many other top brands 
Dealer Inquiries invited 
ROYZE, Inc., 1010 N. La Brea, Inglewood, Calif. 




















SWITCH PANEL 


WITH SOCKET OUTLET 


from England 






Four quality switches for extra 
Para with no disfiguration of dash. 75%''x15,"" 
Heavy gauge steel in black super crackle Finish. 


AUTO MARINE CORPORATION 
BOX 8138, KANSAS CITY, MO. 














TONNEAU COVERS 
By ROBBINS 





* Corvette * Thunderbird 
MG—Jaguar—Alfa Romeo—Austin Healey 
Porsche—Mercedes 190SL-300SL 
LATE MODEL AMERICAN CONVERTIBLES 
Write for Illustrated Brochure. 
ROBBINS AUTO TOP COMPANY 


1453 Lincoln Bivd. 
Santa Monica 6, Calif. Ph. EXbrook 3-0316 














THOROUGHBRED 
CAR COMPANY 


820 N. BROADWAY ¢ OKLAHOMA CITY 
M G » MORRIS « AUSTIN-HEALEY * JAGUAR + ROLLS-ROYCE 














OH, RALLY? Hillarious note 
4 cards depicting typical rally high- 
lights with tongue-in-cheek cap- 
tions. Drawn by nationally- 
known artist/sports car fan, these 
cards will make your friends 
rave! Nothing like ’em before. 15 
cards $1. ns a $2.00 ag paid 
cash with order. COD us postag 


SPORTS CARDS, ING., 1632 Soni 

















Tes 














CLL <a "as 





are 

















FIAT 


(Continued from page 23) 


lent. argument in favor of unit body- 
frame construction, properly practiced. 
It’s a very secure, competent feeling car. 
It is not so much responsive as it is 
reliably obedient to the driver’s almost 
effortless motions. It accepts hard flogging 
with no trace of protest. 

rhis is a relaxing car to drive thanks to 
the lightness of its controls. Added to this 
there is the soporific effect of a strong 
drone that emanates from engine and 
drive line, starting at about 45 mph. Some 
of this may be due to drive-shaft whip: 
the standard 1100 has a one-piece shaft 
while its faster, higher-revving counter- 
part, the 1100 TV (touring veloce or fast 
touring) uses a two-piece shaft with cen- 
tral steady bearing. 

Our test machine had been driven to 
Los Angeles from New York and _ its 
odometer showed almost 5,000 miles at the 
end of our sojourn with it. It was well 
broken in and if squeaks, rattles and bugs 
were likely to develop, they should have 
begun. There were none. The shift link- 
age certainly had been worked fully free 
of any original stiffness, but big reduc- 
tions in required shifting effort still can 
be made in this car. The synchromesh on 
its top three gears proved to be infallible 
in spite of the most quickly forced geai 
changes both up and down. The indirect 
ratios are well spaced for speeds up to 
50 mph, the top limit of Third gear; they 
are well-spaced in terms of traffic and 
mountain driving conditions. But for the 
open road, for passing and for downshift 
ing on descending 
grades, a lower numerical ratio would be 
desirable for Third. 

The problem of reducing speed to the 
point where Third can be engaged with- 
out danger of over-revving is minimized 
by the Millecento’s brakes. It’s hard to 
conceive of a car that is over-braked but if 
one ever was, this is it. Previous 1100’s had 
102 square inches of brake lining area and 
beautiful, radially-finned light alloy 
drums. These were absolutely outstanding 
brakes but with Alps, Appenines and 
Abruzzi in mind, not to mention Italian 
city traffic, Fiat decided they were not good 
enough. Lining area for the ’58 1100 has 
been jumped to 149 square inches — nearly 
a 50 per cent increase — and the wider 
light-alloy drums now have transverse fins, 
a la Mercedes-Benz. Their susceptibility to 
fade is absurdly minute. The pedal pres- 
sure required to produce sudden stops is 
on a par with sensitive power brakes. They 
simply are magnificent and still would be 
exceptional on a much heavier car. Along 
with the Millecento’s steering, suspension 
and handling its brakes give it more than 
a little of the character of a competition 
car. Special builders take note. 

The 1100 does not boast a high top 
speed nor is it a brilliant machine in 
terms of acceleration. It could have been 
designed for that type of service but that 
would not be compatible with its reason 
for being which is to provide highly 
economical family-type transportation. Its 
go-factor is good enough to permit an 
aggressive driver to hold his own nicely 
in thrusty traffic. You won't beat a Detroit 


entering turns o1 


(Continued from page 60) 


ARNOLT- BRISTOL 


ts Bristol 


BOLIDE 





No “power-pack” or “performance kit” to buy when 
ng choose the race-ready Arnolt-Bristol Bolide. 


engine is the ruggedest, most renowned 


2 litre power plant in the world, designed, tuned, 
and bench-tested at the factory for full competition 


performance. But the Bolide is a round-the-clock 


sports car, 


$4250 
in racing trim 


as much at home at the supermarket or 


country club as on the race course. Only the Arnolt- 
Bristol Bolide offers a race-proved engine and 
chassis in a graceful Bertone body for a few hun- 


dred dollars more than run-of-the-mill sports cars. 








CHICAGO SALES SALONS 


153 East Ohio Street - 5840 North Broadway 


PARTS & SERVICE CENTERS 


2130 North Lincoln Avenue - 415 East Erie Street 











THE NEW HOME OF 
ISKENDERIAN RACING CAMS 














The Only American Manufacturer 


WITH FACILITIES FOR THE 
oS 3ich. WN lems leleltieandie), mel: 


RACING CAMS for both 
FOREIGN and AMERICAN 
SUS SS 


CAMS and ENGINEERED KITS 
In Stock for the Following: 


e JAGUAR 
AUSTIN-HEALEY 
VOLKSWAGEN 

PORSCHE 
e TR-2, TR-3 
e MGA, MG 
e VOLVO 


We also grind cams for 
other foreign cars. Write 
for specific information on 
your car. 


CA 
607 No. Inglewood Ave. 


Dept. SCI, Inglewood, California 


















ORIGINAL 
FOREIGN CAR ACCESSORIES 


WHEN ORDERING 
STATE 6 OR 12 VOLT 


STEERING WHEEL 


Derrington imported wood rimmed for springiness 
in obechi and mahogany shaped for finger 


grip . . . a favorite gift for Aus- 


tin Healey - JAG - Aston Martin - Oo 
AC Ace $50° 


MG - TR2 - 


RACING MIRROR 


STREAMLINED SPUN ALUMINUM 
MEETS FIA APPROVAL 35% 
SHATTERPROOF GLASS 

@ Locks Into Your Favorite Position 

@ Flat or Convex Giass 

@ Swivel Base 

@ Anodized Aluminum 

@ interchangeable Mirror 


BEVERLY HILLS, 
CALIFORNIA 


VILEM B. HAAN 


10305 SANTA MONICA BLVD. 
WEST LOS ANGELES 25, CALIF. 
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AN AUTOMOBILE OF EXCEPTIONAL PERFORMANCE 
SUITABLE FOR HIGH SPEED TOURING AND RACING 





GRANTURISMO 750: Saab Sonett sports engine of 50 h.p., 
racing tires, oversize brakes, shoulder harness, contour seats, 
wood-rimmed competition steering wheel, twin driving lights, 
full instrumentation including Halda Speed-Pilot and tach- 
ometer. At extra charge: factory tuning kit to deliver 
57 h.p., consisting of dual carburetors, air filters, special 
inlet manifold and exhaust system. Available on special 
order at authorized Saab dealers throughout the Northeast. 


$2568 f.0.b. Boston 


SAAB from Sweden 


For name of nearest dealer phone or write Saab Motors Inc., 405 Park Ave., New York 22 *« PL 1-7115 
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LOOK FOR THE POST MARK ON 
MOTOR BOOKS OF SIGNIFICANCE 


rs ae oe ae OR @ L 
Enthusias 


derstood 


story as only a professiona 


auto designer can tell it. 


AUTOMOBILE 
DESIGN $3 p} 


POST MOTOR BOOKS 

125 S. First (Box 897), Arcadia 3, Calif. 
Please send immediately to my address in 
the margin the books | have checked on 
this form: 

0 $5 Dusenberg, the Mightiest American 

Motor Car 
0 $5 The Classic Cord 
© $5 Model A Ford Service Bulletins 


Complete 
0 $3 Antique Automobile Body Construc- 
tion and Restoration 
0 $3 Model T Ford in Speed and Sport 
0 $3 Glass Fiber Auto Body Construction 
Simplified 
0 $3 Automobile Design, the Complete 
ing 
0 $3 Custom How, the Custom Builder's Bible 
0 $2 Blue Book of Custom Restyling 
Enclosed is $ (cash, check, money- 
order) in fuli payment. If | am not more 
than pleased | may return any book within 
ten days for a complete refund. (Please, no 
C.0.D. requests.) 











NOW at the CHECKPOINT 


RADIOMOBILE 
MODEL 22X° 


Custom made in Eng- “% > 
land to fit all sports 
cars. Smiths’ new 
Radiomobile gives 
ou high performance - 
in the old English tra- 
dition of dependabil- 
ity and at low cost. 


$5950 


MODEL 202R 


With push button tuner—ultra high sensitiv- 
ity and selectivity . . . three-position tone 


control. $1199 


(Please specify make, model. and year of 
car when ordering.) 


LUCAS 
BATTERY 
FILLER 


Nozzle is inserted in the 
battery and the fluid flows until the correct 
level is reached automatically. 


only $1.50 Each 





(Sorry—No C.O.D.s) 
THE 
CHECKPOINT 


Sports Cars Accessories 


P.O. Box 199, Farmingdale, New Jersey 
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dinosaur to the next traffic signal, but 
you'll be there before the light turns 
green. Pulling power in Fourth gear is 
pretty gentle above 50 mph, requiring lots 
of space for Missing at normal highway 
cruising speeds. The owner’s manual is 
wisely emphatic about not lugging the 
engine in top gear and not driving at full 
throttle for very long periods of time. At 
its top speed the 1100 feels every bit as 
steady as at low speeds and in the course 
of much full-bore driving in stormy 
weather the car was never disturbed by 
cross winds. 

What you get from the 1100 that the 
dinosaur owner does not is teriffic fuel 
economy, among many other things. Dur- 
ing our acceleration and high speed runs 
we averaged 21.4 mpg on regular fuel, and 
that translates as flat-out performance at 
all times and the worst gas mileage you 
could get if you tried. Under more normal, 
but still tough, driving conditions of 
mixed freeway storming and traffic tromp- 
ing we fell right into the 31 mpg range, 
indicating that 40 mpg can be easily at- 
tained with easy driving. 

The engine that has this modest appe- 
tite is a classic in the sense that the flat- 
head Ford and Chev 6 are classics. It has 
been steadily developed and refined for 
over two decades and has powered some 
very famous small-displacement race cars 
with outputs in the 90 bhp range. But in 
the basic 1100 it is set up to give long and 
faithful service rather than fireworks, and 
in its 58 specification puts out a respect- 
able 43 bhp. Improvements for 58 are a 
new light-alloy head with four intake 
ports instead of the previous two, plus a 
new water-jacketed intake manifold in 
light alloy. The strictly-for-import single- 
throat downdraft Weber carb now incor- 
porates an accelerator pump, but retains 
a much appreciated hand throttle control. 
Weight of the power train also is kept 
down by use of light alloy for the trans- 
mission housing. The little engine starts 
promptly and willingly in cold, damp 
weather, runs with very acceptable 
smoothness and only begins to sound 
hard-working as it approaches its 4800- 
rpm power peak, beyond which it sounds 
tightly wound indeed. 

The port of entry base price of the 1100 
is $1719, plus $25 for whitewall tires 
(hardly de rigueur on an economy car) 
and $35 for leatherette upholstery (a 
large cash difference between cloth and the 
more washable, durable and desirable 
fabric). Few 1100's, if any, are arriving 
without these options, so the base price 
that most purchasers will pay is $1779 .. . 
still a good one. This amount includes all 
the other niceties which are lavished on 
the Millecenti built for export to the 
U.S.A. These include the special Weber 
carburetor, locking fuel tank cap, very 
good heater, windshield washer, special 
quality synchromesh transmission, two- 
position anti-glare rear view mirrow, and 
hand straps above the rear windows for 
the convenience of rear seat passengers. 
The workmanship on our test car and 
other 1100’s we inspected was of high 
quality. 
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The 1100 carries four persons of aver- 


age size in excellent comfort and the | (USSU CDSS OT SA ee aS 


j roomy trunk benefits from storage of the AMERICA’S NEWEST, MOST EXCITING HOBBY IDEA! JUST LIKE THE REAL THING! 


i] spare tire and wheel in a recess beneath 
the trunk’s floor. Driver vision is very good 
in all directions, including the view of 
the road immediately in front of the car. 
Instruments consist of a tape or /inear- 
scale speedometer without trip odometer, 
and a fuel gauge. Lights are provided 
within the hooded instrument cluster to 
indicate oil pressure, generator operation, 
low fuel level and lighting of parking 
lights. Outside the cluster there are lights 
to indicate high-beam headlight position 























At last, table-top Model Auto Racing with all the thrills, spills, skill and excitement of 
its full size counterpart. “Rrcing” is the word; just try taking taat tura at too high a 
speed, and it’s a good bet you'll “crash” into the guard rail or “spin-out” into the 
infield. The separate car-speed controls (up to 130 scale MPH) put YOU behind the 

wheel. YOU are the driver; from there on in it’s the best man over the 
finish line first. Your Aristo-Scalextric set can be permanently laid out, 
but the special “plexy-track” permits you to disassemble your layout 
in 5 minutes for easy storage. The sturdy, attractive “pit” carton has 
a place for every part of your raceway, eliminating “loose ends.” 


ARISTO-SCALEXTRIC SET #2—Includes 12 inner curves, 1 full straight 





) and turn-signal action. The brightness of 1 90° crossover, contro! unit and 2 true-scale Maserati, all a 
these lights can be regulated by rotating metal race cars. Size: approz: 6’4” x 2°5”. 

their clear plastic covers, but light inten- d ; 

sity within the instrument cluster is fixed ARISTO-SCALEXTRIC SET #3— Consists of 10 inner curves, 5 full 


straights, 1 connector straight, 1 summit section, 2 cross- 
overs, control unit, 2 true-scale Maserati, 95 750° 


at a low level. In spite of skillful tailoring 
of the new 1100 to appeal to American 


tastes (for example, the '58 has its starter all metal race cars. Approx. 7°3” x 2°5* 
switch in combination with the ignition EXTRA COMPONENTS AVAILABLE TO 
lock, in place of the former pull-type EXPAND YOUR SETS 


switch) the instrument panel still is 
sprinkled with unlabelled toggle switches 
in typically Italian style. Until their iden- 
tities can be memorized mistakes are sure 
to be made. Completely 

As the imported light car boom has Portable, 
gathered momentum in the United States Feature “push- 
the aloofness of Fiat, one of the world’s 
pioneer builders of “peoples’ cars,” from 
this market has been notable. There have 


“Less power-supply, shipped express—coilect. 









YOu can ext 
end this famous 
racing ~ ang relive ay 


TRADE PRICE 





been two major reasons for Fiat’s late S MODEL 
arrival on the scene: a long-lived seller’s \ f fa 431 
market in postwar Italy and a major over- | 314 FIFTH AVE. (at 32nd St.) 


seas manufacturer’s need to find a distrib- _ peptT., $¢C-68, NEW YORK 1 
utor in the U.S. with exceptional experi- _ 
ence in this specialized merchandising 
field. In time, the seller’s market dwindled 


and Fiat and M. E. Hoffman connected. one 

Hoffman had pioneered the American SUPERCHARGE YOUR British Motor Corp. PARTS 
beachheads of VW, Porsche, Jaguar, 
Mercedes-Benz and Alfa Romeo. It was a 


big-time combination. V 0 LK SWAG E N 

Fiat produces four automobiles, each 
identified by its metric piston displace- A 
ment: the 600, 1100, 1400 and 1900. Of Oo 
these the Millecento is Italy’s best-selling 


car at home and abroad. In fuel economy 
and brakes it is a standout and in the 
areas of ride, handling, comfort, room, 
appearance and quality of design and 
workmanship it is at the very least a match 
for all its competition. Its price is modest 
and the organization behind it is strong 
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of all orders . 
filled from our 
own stock! 


This is the past six months 





| and responsible. The all-important ques- —_ of our parts 

tion of parts and service seems to have for BIG CAR 

\ been nicely resolved. Fiat evidently has PERFORMANCE 

A arrived as a major force in the American “th 
: aie oan i wit a if you are unable to get a BMC part 
light-car scene. Griff Borgeson for MORRIS — MG or AUSTIN-HEALEY 





: JUDSON ALL ORDERS SENT WITHIN 


| SUPERCHARGER 24 HOURS OR LESS 


' Fifty percent more horsepower. Cuts ac- THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL! 


celeration time in half. Eliminates loss of 








power on hills. Better control for safer 








ARPETS 
driving. Doubles passing ability at any c 
d Morris Minor—complete— 
speed. black set 18.50 
THOUSANDS IN SERVICE MG—TD and TF—drivers—passenger 
and gear box set 19.95 
Write for literature TC drivers and passengers 11.95 








JUDSON. RESEARCH TRY US FOR SERVICE! 
AND MFG. CO. 





CONSHOHOCKEN 3, British Motor Car 
“Well at least they can’t accuse me of PENNA Distributors, Ltd. 
driving ‘Detroit Jron’!” 








1800 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco 
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COMPLETE 
CATALOG OF 


SOLEX 


CARBURETORS AND 
SERVICE PARTS 





















Now—for the first time—you 

can own a personal copy of a big 70- 
page catalog of Solex Carburetors 
and parts compiled expressly 

for American owners of imported 
motor cars! Every owner and 
service organization will want one. 


Send check or money order 


$3.00 post paid 


SOLEX Carburetors are 
precision built to deliver 
the ultimate in 

efficient carburetion. 


AUTOMOTIVE 
DIVISION 


ole] 2-20). 7- Wale), me List) Pe IELE 

















LOVELY TO LOOK AT! 


SPORT CAR OWNERS — She will love this 
beautiful continental style sweater with its 
bulky cable knit and striking color combina- 
tions. 100% virgin wool and cuddly warm for 
those “top-down” days or cool evenings. A 
perfect sweater for all-around wear. Small, 
medium and large sizes in these color com- 
binations: black, charcoal & white; black, 
toast & white; royal blue, powder blue & 
white; emerald green, mist green & white; 
also in these solid colors: white; black; toast; 
mist green. $19.95 ppd. 


Send check or money order (no C.O.D.s) to: 
(in California add 4% sales tax) 


ITALIA BROS. 


Originals 
4653 No. Figueroa St. 
Los Angeles 65, California 


BOX 65921 











MALCOLM KONNER 
CHEVROLET 


New Jersey's Headquarters for 


ORVETTES 


fn 





230 - 245 - 250 - 270 - 290 H.-P. 
and Super Charged Modification 
Any special equipment. All color combinations. 
Also many fine used Corvettes and Foreign 
cars in stock. 


Call or write 


BOB WASSERMAN 


America’s Leading Corvette Specialist 


FUEL INJECTION SPECIALISTS 
Try our special sports car service 


MALCOLM KONNER CHEVROLET 
473 BLOOMFIELD AVE. e CALDWELL, N. J. 
Phone CAlidwell 6-6666 





























REVENTLOW 


(Continued from page 37) 


sures, which further reduces the effective 
overall spring rate of the suspension com- 
plex. The car currently runs Firestone’s 
newest Super Sports tires, which have a 
softer tread compound than previous ver- 
sions, with 26 psi at the front and 24 psi 
at the rear. 

The brakes, including the inboard rear 
brakes, are stock Mercury components, 
adapted by Conze Engineering, who also 
executed the rear axle-and-hub machine 
work. Performance with these brakes has 
been good to date but they very naturally 
hold heat. RAI now are fabricating spe- 
cial brakes of their own design. The drums’ 
internal dimensions are four by eleven 
inches and bonded to them are huge light 


pair of Girling master cylinders serves 
the front and rear brakes independently. 


Steering is by rack and pinion . . . robbed 
from a Morris Minor and __ suitably 
modified. 


The frame on which all this is hung is a 
tubular truss structure made of 4130 
chrome-moly steel throughout. The main 
tubes are 114 inch and the trusses are one 
inch in diameter and the wall thickness of 
both sizes is .065 inch. Although the frame 
is extremely light designer Barnes says, 
“Because of the type of material we use 
we think our car is considerably stronger 
than anything our competition is running. 
We think it will finish on a rough course 
where the competition won't.” Those who 
drove it at Phoenix agree that the Scarab’s 
performance on the rough portion of the 
course was unprecedentedly good. Where 
the surface is smooth it rides like a pas- 
senger Car. 

The engine is a Chev V8 with four inch 
bore and standard three inch stroke, giv- 
ing a displacement of 301.6 cubic inches 
or 4941 cc. Nothing radical has been done 
to the power plant. On the contrary, it has 
received a thorough but conservative and 
typical hop-up treatment. Combustion 
chambers and ports have been cleaned up, 
154 exhaust and 1154¢ intake valves, with 
dual springs, have been installed. The 
water pump and the Joe Hunt Scintilla 
magneto are gear driven; belt drives have 
been eliminated. The Engle cam’s tim- 
ing emphasizes flatness and breadth in the 
power and torque curves. The light alloy 
flywheel weighs ten pounds and the single- 
plate clutch uses a light alloy pressure 
plate with 2200 pounds’ push behind it. 

Carburetion is by Hilborn fuel injection, 
using Hilborn’s new aerated nozzles. With 
these nicely adjusted, Daigh says, the en- 
gine will idle at 600 rpm—although he 
normally sets it for 1000—and the injectors 
function as smoothly as carbs. The engine 
will turn 7500 rpm without strain but, in 
the car, Daigh chooses to red-line it at 
7000. 

The first engine was simply put together 
and run and the 302 bhp quoted for it is 
an estimate based on outputs commonly 
observed in carbureted Chevs. But, in addi- 
tion to the injectors, Daigh is running 
intake ram tubes (seven inches from tip 
to valve) and these should make for a 
large gain in peak output. A second engine 
now is being readied for dynamometer 
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wear 





test and accurate figures will be available 
soon. But what it does on a race course 
and how long it does it is what concerns 
RAI most at this moment. “We're after a 
good power curve rather than max hp,” 
says Daigh. “You've got to get off the 
corners; that’s where most the racing is 
done.” 

Since the FIA three-liter limit was an- 
nounced RAI have done considerable de- 
velopment work on the 180 cubic inch 
Meyer & Drake Offy. Reventlow says, “We 
know that they’ve been tried before and 
that nobody’s ever been successful with 
them. But they’re a little more modern 
now and we're pulling as much _horse- 
power as any other three-liter that’s run- 
ning. And we think there’s still room for 
further improvement. We'll drop the Offy 
in at a later date, when we want to com- 
pete in that class. Right now we'll con- 
centrate on the Chev.” 

The Offy is a heavy engine, perhaps a 
couple of hundred pounds heavier than a 
comparable Italian thoroughbred. I asked 
the RAI crew if they were out to build an 
all-American competition sports car and 
got the answer, “Oh, not necessarily.” I 
then asked if they would consider using 








in any season, any weather, 


Forks Se 
and pleasure go together! 


Remove Porsche's detachable hard- 
top in spring... breeze through the 
summer in a quick-change standard 
convertible top. Replace the hard-top 
in fall for all-winter comfort. Whether 
you're off to ski slope, to bathing 
beach, or just for the thrill of han- 





















any engine other than the Offy and was 
reminded that there’s no other three-lite1 
available in the U. S. “Then you're deter- 


dling a dazzling road performer... 


mined to stick with American engines?” I Porsche makes pleasure complete! 
asked. “Right,” was the answer. “All we 
can hope to do in the three-liter class is 
out-horsepower the competition.” 

Rumor has had it that the new Revent- 
low machine is going into series produc- 
tion. This is groundless at the moment but 
it’s entirely possible. In the first place, 
Olson says of the existing car, “We built 
this machine out of thin air. It’s com- 
pletely experimental; it’s a_ test car, 
scarcely a prototype. It’s a car that we 
won't build again. We’ve learned an awful 
lot in the course of developing it and 
we've changed it I don’t know how many 
times. Every time we take it out we learn 
something new. Now we're going to build 
two more cars and they'll incorporate all 
we've learned from Scarab I. They'll be 
different and they'll be better. 

“As for building these cars in quantities, 
we can’t say anything right now. It’s far 
from being simply up to us. First there 
has to be a demand. But I imagine that if 
people want to buy them—if the cars are 
that good—that we'll build them.” 

Bill Pollack, prominent driver and 
CSCC president, has driven the prototype 
and his comments suggest what may lie 
ahead for RAI. “I drove the Scarab at 
Riverside, taching well over 160 mph 
down the main straight. It’s one of the few 
cars I've driven that genuinely feels good 
at speeds over 140. We got very good times, 





DEALERS FROM COAST TO COAST-— 
for name of nearest deaier write to U.S. A. Distributor: 
HOFFMANN-PORSGCHE CAR CORPORATION 
443 PARK AVENUE - NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 














HONKNIK NEW! 


HONKNIK (look closely, it’s almost invisible) — push the 
chrome plated, spring steel wire and the horn honks — 
bolts directly to the front license — fits all cars — (lic. 
must be on bumper) — no holes to drill — all connections 
behind the license — fits front and rear. $4.95 ea. 
AUSTIN HEALEY BADGE BAR — bolts to bumper guards — 
must drill 2 holes — triple chrome plated — fits front and 
rear — please state year and model. $9.95 

UNIVERSAL LICENSE PLATE BRACKET — fits MG (TC, TD, 
TF and rear MGA) Austin Healey, Morris Minor, Tri- 
R} and VW —no holes to drill — extremely rugged. 


NEW! 








close to record times, although the cat 
wasn't handling at its optimum that day. 
The front wheels were sliding earlier than 
the rear ones but I hear that that was 
corrected immediately just by going to a 
smaller diameter sway bar at the front. 





LIGHT MOUNT — holds rear light when license is relocated 
— no holes to drill. $.95 

LUGGAGE RACK — no holes to drill — sits on 4 large suc- 
tion cups — fits MGA, Triumph, Austin Healey and Cor- 
vette. Please state make and year. $24.75 

MORRIS MINOR GEAR SHIFT EXTENSION — raises knob to 
a more comfortable position — no holes to drill. $1.95 


“This car has more potential than any- 
thing I have seen in years. We've all seen 
lots of specials in which an awful lot of 
time and money have been poured and 
they just wind up dogs. But this one is 
starting out high up on the performance 
. scale. I can't see it taking much to make 
this a really exceptional machine.” 

— Grif Borgeson 





Manufactured By 
ACCESSORY ENGINEERING 
P. O. BOX 415, MANHATTAN BEACH, CALIFORNIA 
Dealers Inquiries Invited 


Prices includes Postage 
Add 4%, Tax in Calif. 
Sorry, No C.O.D. 


at your dealers 
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M. G.A A. Owners 





PROTECT THAT 80.00 GRILLE 
CONTOURED SOLID BAR STEEL 
TRIPLE CHROME —— 

NO DRILLING CAR 

15 MINUTE INSTALLATION 
GOOD VALUE AT $19.95 


‘SPEEDBALL’ SHIFT KNOB 
FOR ALL CARS 

Comfortable * Bright Finish « 
Internal Threads * Alum. ° 
14%” or 1%” Diam. $2.25 
State Make— Year When Ordering 





GEAR SHIFT ENSIONS 
1. RENAULT y aff 
2. MORRIS y / 
3. 4. VW & BUS | f 4 
5. PORSCHE 


JAG. 2.4 & 3.4 3. 4 
EXTENSION ONLY’ $1.35 
EXTENSION WITH SPEED BALL $3.25 
Calif. Residents Add 4% Tax 
Prices Include Postage—No C.O.D. 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 


MULTI-PRODUCTS CO. 
5054 E. ALHAMBRA AVENUE 
LOS ANGELES 32, CALIF. 

















VW STROKER KIT W) 


another WEBER TOOL CO. first! 





This Volkswagen Stroker Kit was developed for street 
or race uvse—not just a welded crank but a precision 
machined billet. With stock bore, 4” stroke == 79 cu. 
n., $199.50. 2” stroke == 86.5 cu. in., $237.50. Kit 
includes pistons, rings, rods (exch.), inserts, cam (re- 
ground for street or race, exch.) Also cams for VW, 
Porsche, Austin Healey, Jaguar and other foreign cars. 
For further information write dept. S.1. 


WEBER TOOL CO. 


2990 Ramona Bivd 





Los Angeles 33, California 
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FOREIGN SPEEDOMETER SALES & SERVICE 


REPAIRS - EXCHANGE - NEW 
SPEEDOMETERS - TACHOMETERS - GAUGES 
TACH GEAR BOXES - CLOCKS 
STANDARD & REVERSE SPIRAL CABLES 
Telephone 1951 W. Manchester Blvd. 
PLeasant 8-6651 Los Angeles, Calif. 








RACING SAFETY EQUIPMENT 


BELL ‘500’ TX—SNELL APPROVED—$38.50 ppd. 
Toptex, Gentex, all other Helmets 
QUICK-RELEASE SAFETY BELTS & HARNESSES 
2” & 3” wide, Cotton & Nylon, new & used 
GLOVES, SHIELDS, GOGGLES, RACING SUITS 
Fireproof Chemicals & Extinguishers 
Free Complete List @ Dealers’ Inquiries Invited 








BOB JANSSEN 84-64 252 ST., BELLEROSE, N. Y. 





Please Be Sure to Mention 


SrPorrs 
Ca FES Niustmted 


W henAnswering Advertisements 
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Successor model to the C was the J4 
competition car. The J family, which in- 
cluded the usual eight-fifty sisters with 
more displacement and less performance, 


originated the exposed slab tank and 
sawed-off body shape that was to charac- 
terize every Midget built (with the excep- 
tion of the Q and R racers) right down 
the line until the MG-A’s advent in 1955. 
Sharing many features with its forebearers, 
the J4 had an iron 4-cylinder engine with 
a bore and stroke of 57 by 73 mm (746 cc) , 
a single overhead camshaft driven at the 
front end through the vertically mounted 
generator, valves slightly inclined the 
“wrong way” (stem tips inclined inwards) , 
and a fully counterbalanced two-bearing 
crank that was machined from the solid. 
The front main bearing ran on balls and 
the intake and exhaust ports, like those 
of the later C-types, were located on oppo- 
site sides of the head. Blown, the J4 gave 
72.3 bhp at 6000 per minute, a respectable 
turnover for a crank without center sup- 
port. The J4’s unblown counterparts, des- 
ignated Jl and J2, initiated the Abingdon 
fashion for dual SU carbs, which of course 
persists to this day. The C/D cousins hav- 
ing outgrown their small and_ flaccid 
brakes, bigger stoppers were borrowed for 
the J4 off the contemporary 6-cylinder 
Magna. 

In spite of the formidable stressing to 
which the J4 engine was subjected, it 
proved remarkably reliable. It was this 
one, as mentioned earlier, that finished 
sixth at Le Mans in 1933. Too, in the 
Mannin Beg race at Douglas, Isle of Man, 
the same year, an absolute mechanical 
massacre, two out of the only three cars 
that finished were J4s, and these included 
the winner. 

Though quite an objet d’art in its way, 
the two-bearing crank was the limiting 
factor in the Midget engines of the early 
30s, so the next move was obviously to 
build in a midships bearing. This feature 
duly appeared on the Q-type, a produc- 
tion racing car that succeeded the J4 two- 
seater in 1934. The resulting extra stiff- 
ness at the bottom end made radical in- 
creases in boost pressure possible, and the 
Q engine, blown by Zoller, responded with 
the atonishing output of 113 horsepower 
at 7200 per minute. In spite of its conven- 
tional chassis and hard semi elliptic 
springs, features that had been common 
to all Midgets up to this date, the Q was 
a taut and roadable baby, partly perhaps 
by virtue of its good wetght distribution 
and increased tread and wheelbase dimen- 
sions. These were 45 and 94 inches re- 
spectively, compared with the J4’s 42 and 
86 inches. Among its other competition 
achievements, the Q, driven by Hugh 





CAR PLAQUES 


Over 40 models of For- 
eign cities and countries. 
These imported plaques 
will add that distinctive 
touch to your car. They 
double also for ideas in 
decor when mounted on 
black wood base with 
brass hook ready for 
hanging. Brilliant col- 
ors. Authentic repro- 
ductions. Made of 
enamel and bronze. 





For car $4.95 
For decor $5.95 
SEND FOR FREE 

COLOR PHOTO 


BLASON 
285 Jay St. 
Brooklyn 














PLASTIC CAR KITS 


$1.95 each 3 for $5.49 6 for $10.75 

















“*Merit’’ 
1/24 scale — Parts, racing numbers and cement pro- 
vided. Cars left to right as pictured: 


G.P.Connaught G.P.Mercedes Benz Lotus MK XI 


kits made in England — 61/2 inches to 


G. P. Maserati “D" Type Jaguar’ _=—«G.. P.. Ferrari 
Aston Martin DB 3S G.P.Vanwall Cooper 500 MK IX 


R. GORDON & CO., INC., 32 E. 59th St., 
Dept. 6-58 


Ask for free catalogue of Motor Books and Magazines 


N. Y. 22 














Specialists in Service for 
Jaguar - MG & Austin-Healey 
Now Specializing in 
LANCIA 


OSSIE & REG 


5406 West Washington Bivd., Los Angeles 16 
WE 4-2665 














WELDING SPECIALISTS 


Aluminum and magnesium castings 
Heli-arc and acetylene—Oil pans— 
Heads — transmission housings 
BILLMAR INC. 


1200 San Fernando Rd. Los Angeles 65, Calif. 
Phone—CA. 5-4128 

















DUAL CARB MANIFOLDS 
@ Uses stock VW Ceorburetors and air cleaners. 
@ Fits VW sedan, Ghia Coupe, and truck. 
@ $48.00 prepaid. 
Write for free brochure 
W. DIETZ ENGINEERING CO. 


o. 
28749 Floral ea 























ground. Also available: “‘D’’ 


—Deutschiand; ‘‘GB'’—Great 
EXTERIOR DOOR OPENER $6.95 pair 


Roseville, Michigan 

INTERNATIONAL DRIVING PLATES 
Britain; “F"'—France; “I'"— 
Italy. $2.00 each, postpaid, 
Money back guarantee. Send 

d One Finger Operation 

¢ Efficiency Gracefully Expressed 

¢ Easily Installed 


cA Imported, Solid aluminum— 
Cusad cash, check or money order 
C & F ENGINEERING CO. 


Black letters on white back- 
to: 
CONTINENTAL TAGS, 22 Chester Drive, Yonkers, W. Y. 
179 Coldspring St., New Haven, Conn. 












































Hamilton’s business partner, Bill Everitt, 
set a Class H lap record for the Brook- 
lands Mountain circuit that was faster than 
Dick Seaman’s contemporary Class G 
(1100 cc) mark with a K3 Magnette. 
Everitt’s Q also set international 750 
records for the standing kilometer and 
mile — 69.75 and 79.88 mph — that over- 
topped the corresponding G-class figures 
of the day. 

Every Abingdon design had to have its 
quaintness and the Q was no exception. 
Fitted as it was with a preselector gearbox, 
it would not, in the normal order of 
things, possess a clutch. Nonethless it did 
have one, its peculiarity being that no 
means of operating it was provided. “An 
elegant safety device”, as John Thornley 
calls it in Maintaining the Breed: it was 
there for the sole purpose of allowing a 
degree of slip on full power and thereby 
cushioning the heavily stressed transmis- 
sion. 

Last of the mighty Midgets was the re- 
markable R-type, launched only a few 
months before the ax fell on MG racing 
interests in 1935. Designed by chief engi- 
neer H. N. Charles, who with the clever 
and hard headed Sydney Enever had 
played a leading part in the development 
of its predecessors, the R chassis was every 
inch an hors d’usage concept. All wheels 
were independently suspended by means 
of double wishbones and low rate torsion 
bars, the frame itself being a fabricated 
backbone, crotched at the front to enclose 
the engine between its thighs. In the na- 
ture of its suspension geometry, the car 
heeled like crazy on turns, the wheels 
adopting an alarming looking out-at-the- 
top attitude. Nevertheless, once you got 
over being frightened by these gymnastics 
the cornering power proved at least equal 
to the Q’s. At speed in a straight line, 
moreover, the ride was phenomenally flat 
and the comfort comparable with state 
limousines. I remember asking Hubert 
Charles, a big, round Jello of a man with 
a boy’s zest for life and laughs, what put 
him onto the idea of using torsion bars, 
which of course were a relatively unde- 
veloped springing medium _ twenty-two 
years ago. “This”, he said, pulling an or- 
dinary cigarette case out of his pocket and 
flicking it open. Somehow it’d never oc- 
curred to me that the spring in a cigarette 
case was a torsion bar. 

The 746 cc engine used in the R-type 
Midget was in all major respects a direct 
hand-down from the Q, and developed 
the same power at the same revs. The Q 
in turn had derived its engine from the P 
series brethren — PA in the long estab- 
lished eight-fifty size and PB at 939 cc. 
These P-wagens never were competition 
cars, so strictly they have no place in our 
scholarly rundown. We are, to be honest, 
just dragging them in by the dumbirons 
to give one last glimpse of the empirical 
drolleries that were practiced in the in- 
fancy of the Octagon. The PA, after a 
short spell in production, was judged to 
be short on power for its weight and size. 
By siamesing the outer pairs of cylinders, 
Enever could get some but not all of the 
extra volume he was looking for. Stroking, 
for. technical reasons, was out of the ques- 
tion. So-o-o-o . . . damned if he didn’t 
make his cylinders and pistons oval. Don’t 
laugh — it worked. 

Dennis May. 


THE EXCLUSIVE Bictish Slartomoltle 
Racing Club — 


President : HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF RICHMOND AND GORDON 


INVITES APPLICATIONS FROM 


U.S.A. MOTORISTS FOR 
A LIMITED NUMBER 
MEMBERSHIPS 


OF 


to this famous and influential Club which was founded in 1912. 
The Club's activities are directed by a committee of 
distinguished motorists. Members are entitled to display 


the exclusive B.A.R.C. 





Badge illustrated here. 


ae ' 


Shes handiome Badge oe Maulorihé Cujo lia 


(size3 '2"x 34 ")istheONL Yearbadge 
issued by the B.A.R.C. A red enamel 
lion stands against a black and wh’te 
chequered flag. The initials B.A.R.C 
are in yellow against a blue back 
ground. All outlines and the badge itse!/ 
are in a heavy, gleaming chromium 
plate. Other insignia include Hand e 
Embroidered Cloth Emblems of Badge, ae 
and Silk Ties in Club Colours. 


TO THE SECRETARY, BRITISH AUTOMOBILE RACING CLUB, 55 PARK 
LANE, LONDON, W.I, ENGLAND. I wish tobe considered for member- 
_. ship of the B.A.R.C. 


particulars. 


Please send me App.ication Form and (urther 


NAME 


ADDRESS 











Are You Interested 
in Racing? 


RES 
[ STEEN “C’ MAKES i 
_OIL OBSOLETE 





If so, you simply must associate 


chemical yourself with the internationally 
amnee famous ECURIE ECOSSE. Literally 
lubricant motor racing team, competing in 


the World's most famous sports car 
race “The 24 hours of Le Mans” 
has been the outright winner in 
1956 and again in 1957. 


NON-CARBONIZING 


STEEN C 
contains no animal, vegetable or mineral oils. STEEN 
C will not form sludge, gum or varnish. Stops valve 
lifter sticking, camshaft failure 

STEEN C is SAE 20W at 0°F, a strong 40 at 210°F 
Average cars need changing only twice a year 


is a compounded synthetic lubricant. It 





i “The Stable Scotland”, this private 


$39 60 Per ( f EIS Sa ee ee 
er Case 0} 
FOB lowa or Calif. Worehouse ADDRESS 
| __ TRIAL SIZE 
"postpaid tor 223.10 


Please send me particulars of the 
ECURIE ECOSSE ASSOCIATION 
Send to: 

Mr. A. D. M. Dobbie. 17 Gordon Terrace, 
Edinburgh. 9, Scotland 


| Send for FREE Literature from 


COMPETITION CHEMICALS 
IOWA FALLS, IOWA 
Dealers Wanted—East Half of U.S. 
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! 
; VOLKSWAGEN VOLKSWAGEN 
| CARPET MATS BUMPER STIFFENERS 
! Nylon-Rayon wi Assures proper clearance between bumpers and 
Se tees deck lids to protect against frequent parking dents. 
, padding. 
Set of 4 os 

'@h oi 148 WELDED. re 
| STEB. QUIGGY \ 
| AlsoSetof2 PRESENT BUMPERS. * 
“Dckaneneec: $11.95 /Pair 

(front & rear) 
1 Red or Grey Color POSTPAID 
$16.95 /Set — (For Commercial 

inquiries : 

; pos’ TPA ' a area Vehicles $19.95) 


BERKELEY AUTO ACCESSORIES 
FORNIA 


2567 SHATTUCK AVENUE «e BERKELEY 4.CAL 








ZONE MAIL INDEED RESULTS IN SPEED 


The Post Office has divided 106 cities into postal delivery zones to 
speed mail delivery. Be sure to include zone number when writing to 
these cities; be sure to include your zone number in your return address 














SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED 


JUNE ’58 





Name your own ° 


7 WONDERS 
OF THE WORLD 


and visit them 
all FREE via TVA 


TRANS WORLD AIRLINES 
OSA EUROPE - AFRICA: asta 


Just list any 7 places, people, or events 
in the world that you would most like 
to visit and photograph, and you can 
win this fabulous contest! 

TWA-Trans Worvp Airings will fly 
you to the 7 world wonders of your 
choice in luxurious comfort aboard a 
JETSTREAM ® airliner! 

AMERICAN EXPRESS will make all ar- 
rangements for first class accommoda- 
tions through its worldwide Travel 
Service! Your expenses will be covered 
by safe, convenient, American Express 
Travelers Cheques, spendable every- 
where! 

PorpuLaR PHOTOGRAPHY magazine will 
reveal how you can win...in the July 
issue. 


Read complete details in the July 
POPULAR PHOTOGRAPHY on sale June 3 


* JETSTREAM 1S ASERVICE MARK OWNED EXCLUSIVELY BY TWA 














BOX 462 


REG PARNELL 


nS Soe GLOVES 


Use the driving glove of ch ! 











RATE: 25¢ per word. Minimum 15 words. Aug. 


issue closes Ma 
remittance to: SPO 


16th. Send orders and 
CARS ILLUSTRATED, 
1 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 16. 





FOR SALE 


BUILD Your Own Supercharger — Complete 
plans and instructions, $1.00. Alanne Engineer- 
ing, Box 135, Watertown 2, Conn. 








JAGUAR owners, Healey owners: Stainless Steel 
Flexible Exhaust Tubing Permanent replacement 
between exhaust pipe and muffler. Complete 
with heavy-duty clamps. Healey $5.50. Jaguar 
$5.95 (modified requires two) postpaid. an- 
tity inquiries invited from dealers. Wilco, P. O. 
Box 1128-S, Rochester 3, N. Y. 


SPORTS Car Sketches — 8x10 pen & ink draw- 
ings. Ideal gift for the enthusiast. 300SL, Ferrari, 
D-Jag, XK140, AHi00S, TR-3, Porsche, VW, 
MG-TC-D-F-A. Complete set of 12 prints $5.00. 
Any 4 $2.00. No C.O.D’s. Ed Wood, 8310 Hood 
Drive, Richmond, Va. 








BUILD Your Own Tachometer, (electric) at 
tremendous savings. Complete plans and instruc- 
tions, $1.00. Alanne Engineering, Box 135, 
Watertown 3, Conn. 


RALLYE-BOARD. The latest innovation in 
time-average speed-distance figuring. It’s all on 
the clipboard. $2.95 postpaid. Guaranteed. Sen- 
Sell Specialties, 11 Longworth St., Dayton, Ohio. 


WANTED 


WANTED: Complete Dynomoter or Power Ab- 
sorbtion Unit to handle 200-300 H.P. Jim 
_ommenen, 2545 Procter Street, Port Arthur, 
‘exas. 


AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT 


THE Truth about Speed-Power-Mileage Equip- 
ment. Free Catalog. Write! Almquist Engineer 
ing, Milford SC2, Pennsylvania. 

















ITALIAN a Equipment cheap! Borrani 
wheels, We Livia, Marcelli equipment, etc. 
Complete ag of Alfa, Fiat, Crosley equipment, 
including cranks, gearboxes. Catalogue available. 
Racing cars located. RAM Engineering, Piazza 
Euclide, 2, Rome, Italy. 





GOVERNMENT Sells—Surplus Boats; LST’s; 
LCVP’s; Aircrafts; Helicopters; Jeeps; Trucks; 
Tractors; Radiotelephones; isc.—Buy direct now 
from U. S. Government—‘‘Depot List & Pro- 
cedure’ $1.00—Brody, Box 8-SC, Sunnyside 4, 
New York. 





CROSLEY Special! Full instructions for building 
your own 750 cc Class H sports car, at low cost. 
Engine modifications, right-hand drive conver- 
sion, tread widening, tube frame drawings! Send 
$2 today! Sportscar, Box 711-G, Columbus 7, 
Ohio. 


RALLY Average Speed Tables instantly give 
correct time for distance covered. Pocket-size 
book covers 10.0 to 50.9 MPH. Features odom- 
eter error compensation and easy speed changes. 
$3.00. Polart, 20115 Goulburn Ave., Detroit 5, 
Michigan. 








BRITISH Helmets. Famous Skulgarde. White 
leather finish. Flexible peak, Fiber glass cork 
construction. Superb British workmanship. Mar- 
velous importation value, $13.75 postpaid. Men- 
tion size. 16602 Parthenia, Sepulveda, Calif. 


SPORTS CAR BODIES 


FIBERGLAS Sports Bodies — Easily bolts on 
Crosley, Fiat, etc. — $295. Jaguar, Ford, Chev, 
etc. — $495. Free Brochure. Almquist Engineer 
ing, Milford SC4, Pennsylvania. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


HIGH bay; | Jobs, Opportunities, foreign, USA. 
All trades. Companies pay fare. For information 
write Dept. 58J, National Employment Informa- 
tion, 1020 Broad, Newark, New Jersey. 


a Pay Overseas. 1958 Guide to Employment 
road — Career, contract, government, private 
= ation South America, Pacific, Alaska — 














Stenographic, administrative, radio, teaching, 
construction, travel, hotel — New leads from 
on-the-spot ‘research — Transportation, housing 


paid — Send $1.00 Hill International Publica- 
tions, Dept. C, P.O. Box 229, Long Island City 
1, New ca 


MISCELLANEOUS 








Designed by Reg Parne!'l, famed 
British driver, these imported gloves 
have a soft palm, open back, and per- 
forated fourchettes of finest leather. If 
your dealer doesn’t stock them, send 
$7.75 with your size to: 


SPORTS CAR ENTREPRENEURS 
WHITE PLAINS, N. Y. 











FOR SALE — ALL OR PART 


1956 MERCEDES BENZ FOUR DOOR 
Series 300 B — 24,000 Miles 
Rollover Chassis OK 
Many other Foreign Cars & Parts 
ALL AUTO PARTS CO. 
5089 San Fernando Rd. W., Los Angeles 39, Calif. 
Tel. No.: CHapman 5-1843 

















MORRIS MAGNETTE JAGUAR 


ROY M. HEATH CO. 


“SINCE 1920” 


SALINA, KANSAS — TA 3-3747 
AH-100 PORSCHE MG 











advan f od 


prote ( 17% 


headgear 


for automotive - aviation . motorcycle 


TOPTEX, tne. 


6521 WEST BOULEVARD 
E44 =INGLEWoood 3, CALIF. 











SPORTS Car and Automotive Specialties. A 
large selection of emblem jewelry, key chains, 
gift items, novelties. Free Catalog. M. G. & C 
Company, Box 2514, Cheektowaga 25, N. Y. 


ELKHART Lake, Wisconsin, 5 room all-year 
home — $7500 or best offer. Mrs. I. E. Miller, 
2151 Highland Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


SEAT Belts— Full 2” nylon, aircraft steel 
chrome buckles. 4500-pound test, fingertip re- 
lease. Easy installation instructions. All colors, 
42”, 48”. or 56”. Check or money order, $7.95 
ppd., $15 for two. Best available. Safety Engi- 
neered Products Co., Dept. G., 7829 W. Green- 
field Ave., Milwaukee 14, Wis. 


MAGNIFICENT full color prints. World Fa- 
mous Sports Cars, 6 large 12x14” suitable for 
framing, value over $12, only $1.50 postpaid. 
Borden Publishing Company, 3077 Wabash Ave., 
Los Angeles 63, California. 

JAGUAR Mark IV Convertible 1948, New 3% 
litre motor, $1200. May be seen AAA Garage, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, c/o William T. 
Fleming. 

















V W Judson Supercharger like new $90. 
5000 M. L. 
Ohio. 


Used 
Lohse, 875 Woodsdale, Toledo 9, 





110 MPH with motorcycle engined racing 
car! (Formula III) Plans and instructions. $5.00. 
Send for list of parts. Dane Racing Cars, 13015 
Lorne St., North Hollywood 2, California. 


AK Miller’s Ch 





sler powered sports car fea- 
tured in Sports Cars Illustrated complete with 
trailer. For price and specs write Ak Miller, 
10302 E. Whittier Blvd., Whittier, Calif. 


MG TC 1949 — Runs beautifully but needs re- 
furbishing. Must sell — best offer over $1000. 
John Owen, 751 Oxford Road, Augusta, Ga. 








GOL DEN Initials for your car doors; neat, easy 
to apply — last indefinitely! Two sets only $1.00. 
J-K Enterprises, Box 12013, New Orleans 24, 
Louisiana. 


CORVETTE Floor ca 
and color. Box 383, 





ts — $29.95. State model 
llinsville, Illinois. 


NOW Dismantling — All types foreign cars 
Jaguar, Porsche, VW, MGTD, MGTC, MGTF, 
Alvis, Anglia, Austin, Healey, Consul, Hillman, 
Jowett, Morris, Renault, Rover, Singer. Sun 
m, TR-2. All inquiries welcomed. Sherman 
Way Auto Wreckers, 12643 Sherman ne No. 
Hollywood, Calif. PO-50360, ST-75479 


UNPUBLISHED Racing Photographs Le Mans 
1957. 8” x 10” B.W. first quality set of six $4.00, 
send for complete listing 25¢. G. Martin, R.R. 3 
Wakefield, P.Q., Canada. 


“WINEMAKING,” $1.00. “‘Stout, Beer, Ale 
Brewing,’’ $1.00. Both illustrated. Eaton Books, 
Box 1242-V, Santa Rosa, California. 














LOVELY Sports Car Stationery (Popular For- 
eign Makes) Now Available. Own Monogram and 
Car Model. (Choice of Blue, Red, Green, Yellow, 
or Black.) 50 sheets and envelopes. Gals $2. 
Guys $3.00. Prompt Service. Address P.O. Bo 
985, New Canaan, Connecticut. 











SCI HAS A BUYER 
FOR YOUR CAR! 


If you have a sports car, equipment or 
accessories to buy or sell, look to the 
classified columns of SPORTS CARS 
ILLUSTRATED for fast results. 

Your message, placed in our classified 
columns, will be read by more than 
140,000 sports car fans. 

Best of all, your ad need cost you no 
more than $3.75. 


For further information, write: 


Martin Lincoln 
SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED 
One Park Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 
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On the ROAD... or at the RALLYE... 


go farther for less 


j eee eevee 


in the New 
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1 
] PANHARD LEVASSOR, PARIS, SINCE 1891 


At last—The car that really makes sense! 


Passengers... ride in complete comfort in the 4 door sports-minded car, Paris- 











designed to combine three cars in one... the penny-wise thrift of a small car, 
i the “living” room comforts of the larger car, and the precision performance 
w of a sports car. 
4 
t 
\ Miles to the gallon!... Plus extraordinarily low cost in up-keep. Easy accessibility 
to all parts makes for quicker economical service... more car dollar for dollar than 
any other car in its class in the world! 
: Miles an hour top speed, and built to “take it” at all speeds! The new “Isodyne” 
Suspension, combined with precise rack and pinion steering and new more powerful 
hydraulic brakes provide a greater safety and an unparalleled ease of control under the 


most rugged conditions over every possible terrain! 


Sports Car Victories! The famous Air Cooled PANHARD engine is a masterpiece of 
advanced engineering and holds many stock car efficiency records. In such gruelling events 


as the 24 hour “Le Mans” alone, PANHARD has won 6 record-breaking times, a proud heritage 
for any PANHARD owner! 


31,995 
Save money and have fun doing it... thrift-drive the new Dyna-Panhard today! /rom " § P.O.E. 


Suggested retail price, complete with accessories, no extras, no optionals 
CITROEN CARS CORPORATION 


(Sole importer and distributor of Citroen and Panhard factories, Paris, France) 


DIRECT FACTORY BRANCHES:300 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, NEW YORK 





eS 


DISTRIBUTORS AND DEALERS, PARTS AND SERVICE 
THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES 
8423 WILSHIRE BLVD., BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 














Pedigree 
of a Champion 
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Represented in the United States by 


reaemlib eae AUTOMOTIVE CORPORATION - 27 West 57th Street, New York 19, New York 


A product of The British Motor Corporation, Ltd. « Sold and serviced by a nationwide network of distributors and dealers. 














